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The Herald is now available 
for purchase inside select local stores.

This new, paid in-store service 
supplements our traditional, 

free distribution.
Your purchases/donations help support 
local journalism. See article below for 

more information. Thank you!

What’s
THIS?

By KAREN KNIGHT

WILDWOOD - Although the Shamrock Beef and 
Ale is slowly being dismantled and new owners 
are likely to have different plans for the site, 
memories of $1 beers, meeting a future spouse 
and listening to one-man band Billy Jack live on, 
as expressed by former patrons on social media.

As of July 19, the building, at 3700 Pacific Ave., 
in Wildwood, is no longer listed as active by Long 
and Foster, a real estate company, in Avalon. The 
9,364 square-foot building, built in 1937, was 
listed for $999,900. Public records didn’t list a 
sale price.

“We are currently under contract,” said Joseph 
Byrne, co-founder of BG Capital, in Philadelphia, 
July 20. “There are confidentiality provisions in 
that contract, so there isn’t anything else I can 
share regarding this topic.”

The bar, owned by Tom Gerace, closed, along 
with its sister sites, Club Amnesia and Castaway’s 
Pirate Bar, after it was charged with repeatedly 
violating restrictions placed on eating and drink-
ing establishments during the Covid pandemic 
(https://bit.ly/2WaIwYJ). 

In a May 8 interview with New Jersey News 
Network (https://bit.ly/3zl9YB3), Gerace said 
the state Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control 
(ABC) cited Club Amnesia and Castaway’s with 
multiple violations last summer, resulting in a 
100-day closure, from January-March 2021. The 
Shamrock was cited with one violation in March 
2021, when a “bartender failed to socially dis-
tance from a table” and there were 10 chairs at 

Shamrock Memories Live On, Despite Dismantling

a table instead of eight.
“Apparently, two people had pulled two more 

chairs over to the table, as we were only allowed 

eight people per table,” Gerace said. “It was one 
table out of 36; kind of ridiculous.”

Since all three venues operated under one 

liquor license, the compromise, according to 
Gerace, was to shut all three from May 1-Sept. 
30, 2021. The ABC also wanted him to fire the 
management staff, among other conditions.

“We’re basically a bar. We can’t survive just 
serving food,” he said. 

Closing during the busy summer, which 
presents the best opportunity to make money, 
meant not opening until the winter, which would 
result in the “loss of a lot of money,” according 
to Gerace.

Although, at the time of the May 8 interview, 
Gerace indicated he would reopen in the fall, by 
mid-June he was holding a liquidation sale at the 
Shamrock for anyone wanting a piece of history. 

Multiple efforts to reach Gerace for this story 
were unsuccessful.

Preserving the Wildwoods, an advocacy-based 
committee of Partners in Preservation, a nonprofit 
organization devoted to supporting preservation 
efforts in Cape May County, listed the building 
in its 2021 survey of historic buildings of Pacific 
Avenue, but, according to President Taylor Henry, 
didn’t find out about its sale and demolition until 
the liquidation sale.

“There wasn’t enough time for us to do much,” 
she stated, in an email.

The building may be the oldest tavern in Wild-
wood. According to Preserving the Wildwoods 
(https://bit.ly/3iCdfFx), it was originally the 
Berwind Hotel, until it was purchased by Irish 
immigrant Cornelius Ward, in 1937. It has been 

Provided
The Shamrock Beef and Ale is slowly being dismantled to make way for new owners to 
develop. 

By VINCE CONTI

STONE HARBOR - Christopher Constantino, 
an environment specialist with the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection (DEP), July 20 
addressed Stone Harbor Borough Council about 
beach replenishment.

The issue has the borough’s attention, as local 
officials are trying to understand the impact of 
a recent reversal of policy by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, a reversal that reinstates a ban 
on the use of federal funds or assistance for the 
harvesting of sand from Hereford Inlet for purpos-
es of replenishing Stone Harbor beaches.

The borough is particularly concerned given 
the state of some of its southern beaches, below 

Stone Harbor Seeks Options for Beach Sand
105th Street, which are already disappearing at 
some high tides. 

Stone Harbor was dropped from the federally 
funded beach replenishment, in 2019, because 
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife’s interpretation of a 
long-standing statute known as the Coastal Barrier 
Resources Act (CBRA). That same interpretation 
led to a modest replenishment performed on 
borough beaches, in 2016, when the expense 
was covered by a combination of state and bor-
ough dollars.  

Constantino sympathized with the borough, 
but admitted that were a replenishment to be 
authorized today, Stone Harbor would not be able 
to use inlet sand and might be bypassed yet again.

Stone Harbor is the only Cape May County 

municipality wholly dependent on harvesting 
sand from Hereford Inlet for beach nourishments. 
The borough’s only area of naturally replenished 
sand lies to the extreme south, in environmentally 
protected areas. 

While neighboring Avalon has about 7,000 
linear feet of beach that requires periodic nourish-
ment, Stone Harbor has 14,200 linear feet, twice 
the length, according to Constantino. Where 
Avalon has much of its mid-borough and southern 
beaches as naturally replenished areas that can 
support occasional back-passing operations, Stone 
Harbor has almost no sand it can easily move to 
stabilize beaches. 
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Your $1 Helps 
Herald Deliver More

RIO GRANDE – In cooperation with select local 
stores, the Herald is seeking the support of our 
loyal readers to help fund our journalism activities. 
Your $1 purchase or donation helps strengthen the 
Herald just when local journalism is needed the 
most, but when our local advertisers are suffering 
greatly too.

As it has for over 50 years, advertising supports 
most of our print newspaper circulation, but as our 
advertisers struggle in these Covid-challenged 
times, so does the Herald.  This means less 
income to support the significant cost of reporting 
the news, printing and delivering papers each 
week. Meanwhile, demand for the Herald is 
stronger than ever.  Less money to serve more 
readers is a dilemma.  

To address this dilemma – so we can continue 
to report the news of Cape May County, the Herald 
is augmenting our free distribution program with 
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By KAREN KNIGHT

CAPE MAY - Another name was added July 25 
to the Lost Fisherman’s Memorial, on Missouri 
Avenue, in Cape May. 

Aaron Greenberg, who grew up in Avalon and 
lived in Middle Township, joined the granite 
memorial, where families and friends of loved 
ones lost at sea can come and remember amidst 
the Cape May Harbor’s rolling waves.

Greenberg, 45, who loved the water along with 
his father and two older brothers, was lost at sea 
when an overturned 32-foot fishing vessel was 
discovered near Cape May Dec. 3, 2020. 

According to a release issued at the time 
(https://bit.ly/36XRxX8), U.S. Coast Guard 
crews searched for more than 30 hours and over 
700 square miles for the missing man before 
calling off the search. 

The memorial, built in 1988, shows a fisher-
man’s wife comforting her two children, facing the 
Delaware Bay and harbor. The first name listed 
on the memorial dates to 1897.

“He (Greenberg) loved the water,” said best 
friend Ken Sweatlock, who helped organize the 
event with his wife, Danielle, and Greenberg’s 
family and friends. “Fishing, sport fishing, was his 
life. He worked hard, won tournaments all over 
the East Coast and in other countries. He was 
lobstering and conching when he died.”

Lost Fisherman’s Name Added to Memorial

Karen Knight
Kevin Vreize, of Villas, conducts a conch-horn ceremony in traditional Hawaiian during a 
memorial service for Aaron Greenberg. (Page A8 Please)
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