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Holiday Events and Happenings 

Real vs. Artificial Christmas Trees: Which is ‘Greener?’ 
One group says 
artificial trees are 
environmentally 
sound, but 
growers disagree

By BILL BARLOW

On an overcast, late-November morning, Bill 
Eisele walks among the young evergreen trees 
on his property in Upper Township. Eisele has 
honeybees and Christmas trees on his farm. 

He planted the first of his trees in 1972. A 
couple of trees from that first year remain, but 
most of the trees growing on his property are 
only a few years old, too young to sell this year.

Getting ready for the December rush, he’s 
brought in trees from other farms. He had 
several Douglas fir trees hit by a fungus, called 
needle cast, devastating his crop.

“We took 11 tons of branches to the landfill,” 
he said.

He’s getting away from Douglas firs, planting 
more white pine, Fraser firs, and Canaan fir 
trees, a dark green tree that resembles a Fraser 
fir. Eisele points out the smell. Crush some of 
the needles in your hand, and they release a 
bright, citrus smell resembling a tangerine.

Eisele avoids most pesticides on his trees 
– they’re bad for his bees. The trees are con-
sidered a crop, he said. As in a forest, each 
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Town Hall Focuses on Fighting Substance Misuse
By CARL PRICE

VILLAS – The Lower Township Healthy 
Youth Coalition, a community initiative of Cape 
Assist, gathered a panel of members of local or-
ganizations, law enforcement, and community 
leaders Dec. 3 to discuss substance misuse, 
prevention programs, services in place to help 
residents and their families that are struggling 
with addiction, and what services are needed 
going forward.

Panelists included Lower Township Police 
Investigative Lt. Doug Whitten; Mitchell Plenn, 
superintendent of Lower Township Parks and 
Recreation; Lower Township Police Chief Wil-
liam Mastriana; Cape May County Prosecutor 
Jeffrey Sutherland; Sueanne Agger, patient 

navigator at Cape Regional Medical Center; 
Joseph Faldetta, director of prevention at 
Cape Assist, and Lower Township Councilman 
Thomas Conrad.

The consensus of the panel is that there is 
hope for those dealing with substance abuse, 
and those dealing with the results of that 
addiction.

Targeting young children about the need to 
find other avenues, like sports, academics, or 
taking a walk in the outdoors, was the message 
of many panelists.

“‘Idle hands are the devil’s workshop’ is an 
old saying. Get them (children) outdoors to 
enjoy life,” said Conrad, a Boy Scout leader, 

Operations Center Takes Shape in Wildwood
By RACHEL ROGISH

WILDWOOD – “Why can’t we (Wildwood) 
set the tone?” asked Mayor Ernie Troiano Dec. 
5, while descending the stairs in the new Op-
erations Center. The building, located at 3416 
Park Blvd., at the corner of Schellenger and 
Park avenues, is testament to the mayor’s deter-
mination to keep Wildwood moving forward. 

Troiano defended the purpose and practi-
cality of the building. Leaky roofs and aging 
facilities prompted the mayor to see a new 
complex constructed, housing the Wildwood 
Water Utility and Public Works. According to 
Troiano, the building is worth $50 million, and 
posed no cost to taxpayers. The Water Utility is 
solvent, said the mayor, and paid the expense. 

An Oct. 15 ordinance decreased the cost 
for the center by $59,847. According to city 
records, the total for the Operations Center is 
$4.7 million (http://bit.ly/2s2sqRE). 

History of New Operations Center
According to the results of an Open Public 

Records Act (OPRA) request, City Commission-
ers introduced an ordinance in March 2016. 
Bonds for $3.1 million were issued for “various 
capital improvements.” 

In July 2017, another ordinance was passed, 
increasing the amount to $5.1 million. Archi-
tect Joseph F. McKernan designed the struc-
ture, and Fabbri Brothers, Inc. was contracted 
to construct the center. 

While touring the facility, Troiano and 
Water Utility Director Michael McIntyre said 
the Operations Center allows for growth and 
expansion. 

“I’m anticipating the future,” the mayor said. 
He added that the city should be able to have 
a visually pleasing facility. 

He chose warm-colored bricks instead of 
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Rachel Rogish 

The glass exterior of the Operations Center 
in Wildwood.

Bill Barlow

Bill Eisele grows Christmas trees on his farm in Upper Township. Eisele, who has a degree in forestry management, and has worked 
for the state Department of Agriculture, said, “There’s no reason anyone should have an artificial tree,” unless they are allergic.   

Carl Price

A panel of members of local organizations, law enforcement, and community leaders 
met Dec. 3 to discuss substance misuse. 


