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The Herald is now available 
for purchase inside select local stores.

This new, paid in-store service 
supplements our traditional, 

free distribution.
Your purchases/donations help support 
local journalism. See article below for 

more information. Thank you!
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CAN’T FIND A HERALD?
Read the e-Edition at:

www.capemaycountyherald.com/eedition

Plan your dining 
and entertainment 
fun with family 
and friends.
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COVID-19 Update: Vaccine Approval Looms
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COVID-19:  New Resident Cases by Day

Source:  Cape May County Health Department
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By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - Ninety-year-old British 
grandmother Margaret Keenan Dec. 8 received 
the first dose of the Pfizer BioNTech coronavirus 
vaccine. The general availability of a vaccine is 
probably months away, but there is light at the 
end of the tunnel.

Cape May County Health Department daily 
reports, from Dec. 1-7, showed 347 new cases 
of COVID-19. The number of active cases, 
standing at 514, declined by nine. 

This was due to the large number of individ-
uals removed from the active rolls and off quar-
antine. That phenomenon is true to form for 
a virus that leaves 80% or more of its infected 
hosts with no or only minor-to-moderate illness.

The week’s fatalities due to complications of 
COVID-19 were reported at 11. That is almost 
10% of the total county coronavirus-related 
deaths since the first April 4. For that percent-
age of people vulnerable to complications, the 
virus can be dangerous.

Analysis (Page A15 Please)
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Your $1 Helps 
Herald Deliver More

RIO GRANDE – In cooperation with select local 
stores, the Herald is seeking the support of our 
loyal readers to help fund our journalism activities. 
Your $1 purchase or donation helps strengthen the 
Herald just when local journalism is needed the 
most, but when our local advertisers are suffering 
greatly too.

As it has for over 50 years, advertising supports 
most of our print newspaper circulation, but as our 
advertisers struggle in these COVID-challenged 
times, so does the Herald.  This means less 
income to support the significant cost of reporting 
the news, printing and delivering papers each 
week. Meanwhile, demand for the Herald is 
stronger than ever.  Less money to serve more 

(Page A14 Please)

Christmas Differently

Finding New Ways to Celebrate
Different Activities, 

Same Cheer

By BILL BARLOW

This is the first in a series on celebrating 
Christmas differently in Cape May County due 
to COVID-19. 

COURT HOUSE - Many of the area’s best-loved 
holiday traditions will not happen this year. Busi-
ness owners and local officials are creating new 
traditions to take their place, at least for now. 

From the West Cape May Christmas Parade 
held for decades on the first Saturday in De-
cember to Ocean City’s First Night events Dec. 
31, and many more between them, established 
events were canceled because of COVID-19. 

In announcing the decision, Ocean City Mayor 
Jay Gillian said he understands the disappoint-
ment many will feel, but said it would not be 
responsible for the city to promote events where 
they can’t keep dense crowds from gathering. 

“We are announcing the cancellation of our 
Miracle on Asbury Avenue celebration on Black 
Friday, our Christmas Parade, and our First Night 
and First Day celebrations,” he announced earlier 

Don’t Forget 

Central Dispatch
By PETER JESPERSEN FOR CAPE ISSUES

As we all work to 
deal with COVID-19, 
our county and munic-
ipalities are forced to 
continue their essen-
tial operations while 
protecting govern-
ment employees and 
facing the additional 
costs brought on by 
the pandemic.  

The Cape Issues 
team has continued to 
meet (remotely) with 
recent discussions being focused on the state of 
the county’s physical infrastructure, economic 
development, workforce development, climate 
change and education, all with an eye on how 
residents’ needs are balanced with the cost to 
maintain and/or improve our situation.

After several studies over many years, the 
county decided to implement a central dispatch 
system for emergency services. This decision was 
based on the proven effectiveness of central dis-
patch and its projected cost savings for taxpayers. 

To date, county agencies, Avalon, Lower 
Township, Stone Harbor, and Wildwood Crest 
have opted into the new system operating at the 
Cape May County Airport. 

In a recent conversation, Cape May County 
Emergency Management Director Martin Pagli-
ughi stated that two more municipalities have 

PETER JESPERSEN

Towns are concentrating on outdoor activities that 
people can visit in their own time, rather than a 

limited-time event that may draw big crowds.
Analysis

Schools Struggle with COVID-19 Intrusion   
By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - Health officials Nov. 20 
warned county school superintendents that the 
county was moving into a high-risk level for com-
munity COVID-19 transmission.

The Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) and the state Department of Health 
developed a regional risk matrix (https://bit.
ly/2JYL6L4) to guide schools as they decide on 
actions that should be taken based on the level 
of risk in their region. 

At high-level risk, schools are advised to con-
sider moving to all-remote learning. Those that 
do not should follow the guidance that further 
restricts interactions in the school environment.

The problem confronting county school districts 
is less one caused by the in-school transmission 
of the virus, as it is one based on the impact of 
widespread community circulation of the virus.

The New Jersey COVID-19 dashboard shows 
19 Cape May County cases linked to in-school 
transmission, with seven small outbreaks since 

the schools reopened. 
In that same period, the second wave of new 

COVID-19 cases washed over the county, largely 
in community transmission.

As of Dec. 2, Ocean City High School reported 
282 students and staff in quarantine, with 32 
confirmed positive cases. In late November, Lower 
Township Elementary School District had four 
students at its Sandman School test positive, but 
91 students were in quarantine based on CDC 
guidelines.

The notice to families from Lower Cape May 
Regional (LCMR) School District, announcing 
schools would move to all-virtual instruction 
from Dec. 1 until Dec. 14, illustrates the impact 
of quarantines on the schools. This was followed 
by an earlier-than-expected return to the district’s 
hybrid model, beginning Dec. 7. 

The reason given for the closure was “staff 
shortages due to required quarantine.” The quick 
return to hybrid instructions was because most 
professional and support staff were able to return 
earlier than expected. 

The pivot at LCMR is typical of the agility re-
quired of school officials this year. School districts 

across the county had to adjust to the unpredict-
able spread of the virus.

In Cape May, Principal Zachary Palombo in-
formed parents that the school remained open for 
in-person instruction, but he also warned that “it 
is imperative to start making preparations for your 
student to return to the virtual setting in the very 
near future.” He further warned that the decision 
to go virtual “could be made abruptly.” 

As of Dec. 7, the school’s website shows 18 
students and 10 staff in quarantine, with one 
positive test of a staff member. 

At West Cape May Elementary School, Superin-
tendent Robert Garguilo, who serves in the same 
role in Cape May, released the same caution that 
“a school closure can be issued anytime.” 

Garguilo said the district is “committed to 
keeping the building open as long as we safely 
can, but will transition to virtual learning when 
directed.” As of Dec. 3, West Cape May Elemen-
tary School had one student and one staff member 
in quarantine.

Susan Speirs, superintendent, Dennis Township 
School District, echoed the concern over rapidly 

Bill Barlow

The Asbury Avenue downtown, in Ocean City, is decked out for the season, as are homes, 
businesses and shopping districts throughout the county. While some things will look the 
same as other years, the holidays of 2020 will include new traditions, while some old favor-
ites are out of reach.


