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‘Prepare for Worst, Hope for Best’
By BILL BARLOW

COURT HOUSE - As of late February, 
the winter of 2018-19 had been relatively 
kind to Cape May County. 

There was an extended deep freeze 
and some snow with a couple of inches 
of accumulation, but compared to some 
winters the area has not yet seen major 
accumulation. 

Not that Timothy Donohue was willing 
to say so. 

With several more weeks of winter 
ahead and a new storm on the horizon, 
the mayor of Middle Township and the 
director of Cape May County’s Road 
Department, Donohue feared jinxing 
anything by saying it out loud. 

“We usually get the famous Cape 
May County wintery mix,” he said, in 

which snow, rain, sleet, and fluctuating 
temperatures create a slippery, unpleas-
ant mess. As temperatures drop below 
freezing and wet roads turn to ice, the 
conditions can be more dangerous than 
cold snow. 

Weather experts do what they can to 
project what each winter will bring, but 
it’s difficult to create an accurate predic-
tion more than a week or two in advance 
at the most. 

“It’s really just hope for the best and 
prepare for the worst,” said Donohue. 
The county keeps enough salt on hand 
for two large, back-to-back winter storms, 
he said, stored in facilities in Ocean View 
and at the county airport in Lower Town-
ship. The county also stores salt for some 
municipalities at the same sites. Supplies 
can be replenished during the winter. 

For one heavy snow in which crews are 
plowing and putting salt down overnight, 
Donohue said, his team may put from 50 
to 70 tons of salt on county roads. 

Chemically, it’s the same as table salt. 
But if you took a close look at it before it 
goes into the truck, you probably would 
not want it on popcorn, Donohue said. 

Moving Target 
As towns prepare their budgets for 

2019, municipal officials face uncertainty 
on revenue, the summer weather and 
almost every other kind of revenue and 
expense, but few are so fickle as funding 
for snow removal. 

It’s No 
Snow 
Job (Page A9 Please)

Path Past PARCC to Graduate
By VINCE CONTI

TRENTON - In December 2018, a three-
judge panel of the Superior Court of New Jersey 
Appellate Division unanimously struck down 
the state Department of Education’s regulations 
designating satisfactory scores on two Partner-
ship for Assessment of Readiness for College 
and Career (PARCC) end-of-course exams as a 
prerequisite for high school graduation. 

The court agreed with plaintiffs that the 
regulation violated state statutes, requiring 
that only one exam be used for graduation 
readiness testing.  Statutes also require that 
the exit exam is given to 11th-grade students 
while the PARCC requirement involved testing 
students in multiple grades. 

Lastly, the suit made clear that the state 

has a statutory requirement to allow for some 
form of alternative testing for whatever form 
of standardized test it may require. 

The decision, while a victory for the large 
number of students and families seeking relief 
from the PARCC exam requirement, left thou-
sands of current students with confusion about 
their pathway to a diploma. 

While this year’s seniors, the Class of 2019, 
still retain flexibility to substitute alternative 
exam scores or a portfolio in lieu of the PARCC 
exams in English Language Arts and Mathemat-
ics, the Class of 2020, today’s juniors, faced a 
state requirement that offered alternative only 
to students who had taken the PARCC exams 
and received a valid score.  

The two groups that had brought the suit 
against the state, The Education Law Center 

and the ACLU (American Civil Liberties 
Union), reached a court-approved agreement 
with the state in February providing flexibility 
for students in the classes of 2019 and 2020. 

The agreement postpones the effective date 
of Appellate Court ruling, striking down the 
state’s regulations for two years. It then allows 
students in both classes access to the array of 
alternatives to the PARCC exam. 

The state must still come up with new 
testing regulations for the class of 2021 and 
beyond. Those new regulations would have 
to comply with statutory requirements and 
provide fair notice to students. 

The consternation over the PARCC required 
exams was in large part driven by the expe-
rience of large numbers of students with the 
exam in the last few years when they were an 
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option but not a required exit standard. 
One set of data used in the lawsuit showed 

that only 9 percent of the students in the Class 
of 2016 who took the end-of-course PARCC 
tests scored high enough to satisfy the gradua-
tion requirement. About half of the graduates 
in the class used scores on alternative tests. 
Most of the remaining students made use of 
the portfolio appeal process which relies on 

Commissioners Question Recovery School’s Location 
By RACHEL ROGISH

WILDWOOD - “We (City) don’t want any-
thing to stand in the way of the children getting 
the help they need,” Commissioner Peter 
Byron told the Herald Feb. 15 after discussion 
arose during the Feb. 13 Commissioners’ meet-
ing about a recovery high school in Wildwood.   

A Feb. 4 Herald article reported the plans for 
Coastal Preparatory High School, a “recovery 
postsecondary school” in Cape May County. 
This initiative is between non-profit organi-
zation Cape Assist and the Middle Township 
School District. 

The establishment of the school is being 
funded by a $500,000 state grant.

According to City Commissioners, no one in 
the administration was aware of the proposed 
school, slated to open March 1. 

“We didn’t know this was coming,” Byron 
said during public comment Feb. 13. 

Resident Al Brennan asked Mayor Troiano, 
Byron, and Commissioner Anthony Leonetti for 
their thoughts on the recovery school. 

“They (Cape Assist) haven’t come to us yet,” 
Leonetti replied.

“My position is simple,” Troiano said. The 
mayor said his concerns revolve around two 
major points: Wildwood residents and safety 
concerns at the Cape Assist building. Is the 
building “up to code” to facilitate a school, 
Troiano pondered. 

According to officials, Cape Assist is required 
to meet zoning and fire code standards. 

However, both Troiano and Byron said they 
are not against a recovery school in principle. 
Byron said the issue is “a lack of transparency.” 

“I don’t see this as a done deal,” Troiano 
said, regarding the school’s location. However, 
the mayor added, “I wish them well.” 

Troiano said he wishes the school to be 
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