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Analysis

Where to Cut? 
Municipalities 
Face Choices

By VINCE CONTI

Gov. Phil Murphy issued a report on the financial 
conditions of the state budget May 22. 

The 28-page report painted a bleak picture of the 
coronavirus pandemic’s impact and the steps taken 
to combat it have had on state revenues. A copy 
of the report is available on the Herald website.

Facing a more-than-$10-billion shortfall over the 
remaining months of the current budget and the 
next fiscal year, the state will be forced to make hard 
choices, reducing its ability to aid counties and mu-
nicipalities, as they seek to rebound amid damaged 
local economies and high levels of unemployment.

State Treasurer Elizabeth Muoio says “it has 
now become a foregone conclusion that both na-
tional and state economies will enter a recession 
in 2020,” one from which, she adds, “full recovery 
may take years.”

Since early March, the focus of attention in the 
Garden State has been on the public health crisis 
produced by the novel coronavirus. Locally, that 
focus has broadened to include the opening of the 
tourist-based economy in time to salvage July and 
August, the peak summer months.

Restaurant Owners Get Relief with Outdoor Dining
By SHAY RODDY

NORTH WILDWOOD - Restaurant owners finally 
got something to look forward to June 1, when 
Gov. Phil Murphy announced outdoor dining will 
be permitted beginning June 15. 

“It’s still too little too late,” said North Wild-
wood Mayor Patrick Rosenello. “[Murphy] is doing 
everything he can to wreck the economy of the 
Jersey Shore.”

Murphy’s announcement offered few details, but 
the governor mentioned that temperature checks, 
masked servers, and paper menus could be part 
of the precautions restaurants will need to take 
when reopening. 

Joey Montello, who owns La Piazza Cucina, a 
Wildwood restaurant known for its dining room 
atmosphere where Montello regularly takes the mic 
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‘Watch for COVID-19, Please’ 
Boardwalk Tram Cars Set 

to Return to a New Normal 

By RACHEL ROGISH

NORTH WILDWOOD – As the Jersey Shore slowly 
reopens, Wildwood’s iconic source of transportation 
helps deliver a sense of normalcy amidst the change. 

Patrick Rosenello, executive director, Boardwalk 
Special Improvement District, explained the chang-
es comprising the “new normal.” Each bench is 
separated from another by a plexiglass partition. 
The plexiglass will serve as a divider, helping fight 
COVID-19’s spread. 

Each passenger group will have their own “com-
partment” without blocking the view or compro-
mising on safety. 

“We will sanitize twice an hour,” Rosenello said 
May 26, the day tram cars resumed operation. 

When a tram reaches the end of its two-mile run, 
it will be wiped down and sanitized. 

“Our staff will wear masks,” Rosenello said, ex-
plaining another safety consideration. 

According to Rosenello, who is also North Wild-
wood’s mayor, the cars haven’t missed a summer 
since their first run, in 1949. However, the yellow 
cars did not run over the Memorial Day weekend, 
and, as of May 26, only a few trams will be in op-
eration. 

Rosenello then explained the final innovation, 
perhaps the largest to date.

Riders will be able to download a tram car app on 
their smartphones, eliminating the need for contact 
payment. After purchasing a ticket through the app, a 

Shay Roddy 

Police officers and protestors stood together, linking arms in prayer, to close out a peaceful 
protest over the death of George Floyd, a black man who died in the custody of white Minne-
apolis Police Officer Derek Chauvin. The nine hour unorganized event closed the intersection 
of Rts. 9 and 47 in Rio Grande for several hours June 1 but did not reach the violent levels 
that many other nationwide protests have stooped to.

By BILL BARLOW

RIO GRANDE – It happens so often that it barely 
merits a mention: Someone passes a counterfeit 
$10 or $20 at a boardwalk store, usually when 
business is busy, and often in July, when some 
young staff members are still learning their jobs.

In 2009, three people were arrested in North 
Wildwood and charged with producing $50 bills, 
as well as passing them, including a mother and a 
daughter. The daughter was a former Miss North 
Wildwood, and even with that, the incident 
received little more than a brief mention in the 
Cape May County Herald and some regional media 
outlets.

All three were soon released, two on bail, and 
the youngest with a promise to show up for the 
court date.

If the situation went differently on a Minneap-
olis street May 25, George Floyd would not have 
received anywhere near even that much attention 
after a deli employee called the police, reporting he 
purchased cigarettes with a bogus $20.

Instead, Floyd is dead, and much of America 
is on fire.

Video from the scene shows police officer Derek 

Chauvin with his knee on the back of Floyd’s neck 
long after the suspect was handcuffed and showing 
no visible resistance, even though he and bystand-
ers told the officer that Floyd could not breathe. 
His death seemed strikingly similar to the death of 
Eric Garner, another unarmed black man accused 
of a petty crime, who also told the officer in New 
York who had him in a chokehold that he could 
not breathe.

For Alexander Bland, a Woodbine resident, 
watching the video brought up memories of too 
many similar situations.

“It was very disturbing,” he said. “I don’t think 
the crime warranted that.”

Under American justice, officers should not be 
in a position of judging or punishing the accused, 
Bland said. Bland is the president of the Cape May 
County chapter of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), but he 
said the organization has not released a statement 
on the matter, so he spoke only for himself.

Joey Montello, owner, La Piazza Cucina, measures space between tables, as he preps his 
restaurant for diners once more COVID-19 restrictions are lifted. 

By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - In the week since May 25, 
the COVID-19 contagion in the county continues 
to slow. Attention turned to recovery, both in the 
county and across the state. 

Gov. Phil Murphy pointed to a continuous 
decline in hospitalizations as one of the metrics 

that supported easing restrictions, and, finally, a 
transition to, Stage 2 of the Road to Recovery plan.

The governor announced newly-permitted 
activities, including moves to reopen childcare 
facilities, open-air dining, and non-essential re-
tail. Yet, the gradual pace of the reopening and 
the attending capacity constraints leave many in 
the county scrambling for ways to knit together 

a sufficiently vibrant travel experience to entice 
visitors for the height of summer.

At a virtual Middle Township Committee meet-
ing, Mayor Timothy Donohue labeled Murphy’s 
move “half measures” that many in the county 
found disappointing.


