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How’s the (Future) Water?
By KAREN KNIGHT

Cape May County’s drinking-water supply is in good shape overall, thanks to a supply drawn 
largely from deep, clean aquifers, enforcement of state monitoring and 
allocation processes, and “robust conservation programs,” according 
to industry officials.  

However, state water representatives don’t take the supply for 
granted. 

Saltwater has intruded the water supply in several parts of the 
county. Cape May operates a “successful” reverse osmosis treatment 
plant able to scale from 600,000-2.2 million gallons a day to accom-
modate the seasonal draw. It supplies potable (drinkable) water to 
Cape May, Cape May Point, the Coast Guard Training Center, West 
Cape May and a small portion of Lower Township. 

In Del Haven and surrounding sections of Middle Township, 
saltwater intrusion threatens residential wells. As a result, properties 
will be required to connect to Lower Township Municipal Utility 
Authority’s lines for water in about two years when the system 
should be complete. 

The $10 million project includes extending water mains from 
Villas to the project area and tying into the Wildwood water utility 
to ensure enough water supplies.

 
Planning for the Future
Jennifer Myers, section chief for the state Department of Envi-

ronmental Protection’s (DEP) water allocation permitting section, 
said purveyors meet every other year with county officials to discuss 
developmental concerns and potential impacts to the water supply.  

Another state group plans for future population growth, looking 
20-40 years out. That plan is updated every five years. 

The U.S. Geological Survey Team has measured and mapped water 
levels in the coastal plain-confined aquifers every five years for the 
DEP since the 1980s. The 2013 report should “be out soon.” 

“We are really trying to focus on resiliency and interconnecting 
systems for the future,” added Terry Pilawski, bureau chief of DEP’s 
water allocation and well-permitting. “Post-Superstorm Sandy, we saw 
the effects to piping and electrical systems, for example. By intercon-
necting systems, we can be better resilient to weather and storms.”

Impacts to the Aquifers
According to Jeff Hoffman, state geologist, the aquifers underlying the county, per-

meable rock that contains or transmits water, are impacted by different factors. The 
one closest to the surface is recharged by rainwater. The deeper ones 

called the Cohansey Watertable Aquifer System and the Atlantic 
City 800-foot Sand, are confined, not recharged by rainwater and 
are seeing signs of saltwater intrusion. 

Also, a state-enforced water allocation process impacts any draw 
over 70 gallons a minute (gpm), whereby an applicant needs to 
prove the need for the water, along with the fact that it won’t create 
a hardship on the supply system. 

The 70 gpm range would include users/uses such as schools, 
smaller commercial and industrial facilities, very small golf courses, 
mobile home communities and small farms.  

“We don’t take the Cape May County water supply for granted,” 
Hoffman said. “The big issue is the supply is all groundwater. The 
county doesn’t have a surface water supply. There are about 165-
170 municipal supply wells drawing water. There are about 21,500 
domestic wells, mainly in the northern part of the county, drawing 
water. Saltwater is intruding on the supply, but we are addressing it.”

 
Domestic Well Requirements
Saltwater intrusion threatens the bayfront community of Del Hav-

en, although residents in some of the nearly 1,000 homes impacted 
continue to use their wells for bathing and other needs but drink 
bottled water. 

A private, domestic well uses on average 85 gallons per person 
per day, with a fair amount of variability depending on home size, 
irrigated areas, and other factors, according to state officials. 

The process for obtaining a domestic well permit starts at the state 
level, according to Linda Wilde, environmental services director for 
the county Department of Health. “They are the determining entity 
on where, how many, etc.  

“When a permit from the state is obtained, the well driller submits 
it to our department for our local permit,” she added. “After the well 
is dug, the well driller submits the well record to the state and gives 
us a copy. 
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Appellate Court Overturns Dismissal in County Whistleblower Suit
By BILL BARLOW

TRENTON - An Appellate Court decision 
(http://bit.ly/2Z2K7w3) July 17 revived a 
whistleblower lawsuit filed against Cape May 
County and Gerald Thornton, director of the 
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

A trial court dismissed the suit, filed by for-
mer Cape May County purchasing agent Kim 
Allen. She alleged she lost her job in retaliation 
for lawful action when her position was not 
renewed in August 2014. 

She alleges county officials did not offer her 
a third three-year term due to her pointing out 
potentially illegal actions within the county, 

which would be protected from retaliation 
under the Conscientious Employee Protection 
Act (CEPA), better known as whistleblower 
protection.

Superior Court Judge Christopher Gibson 
dismissed the complaint. He decided Allen 
failed to demonstrate the loss of her job was 
over her protected whistleblower activity, be-
yond her belief that it was so. Allen appealed 
the dismissal.

The recent appeals court decision sends 
the matter back for a jury, which will not take 
place until the county has a chance to appeal. 
The matter is likely to go to the state Supreme 
Court, with attorneys representing the county 

promising an aggressive appeal.
“We are confident that the Supreme Court 

will affirm because this is a pretty egregious 
case of retaliation,” said Sebastian Ionno, the 
Pitman-based attorney representing Allen. 

If the Supreme Court sides with Allen’s 
position, he plans to get Allen her former job 
back, along with a judgment for damages and 
emotional distress. He declined to put a num-
ber on the damages, other than “substantial.”

The decision divided the three-judge panel, 
unusual for an appeals court decision, with 
Judge Jose Fuentes and Judge Scott Moynihan 
writing the majority opinion and Judge Allison 
Accurso dissenting. That means the Supreme 

Court will have an obligation to take up the 
matter. That process could take about 18 
months, according to Ionno.

Thornton declined to comment on the 
matter.

“My only comment is that our attorney will 
comment,” he said.

Attorney Russell Lichtenstein, representing 
Cape May County in the suit, said two of the 
judges on the three-member appeals panel got 
the matter completely wrong. 

“On the other hand, in an extensive and 
well-reasoned dissent, the third judge of the 

War Against Mosquitoes
By COLLIN HALL

Cape May County’s marshes 
are full of man-made canals, 
outfall ditches, and ponds, 
many of which were created 
over 100 years ago to reduce 
the mosquito population. How 
can canals, outlets, and ponds 
achieve this goal?  

“People in this county live 
in a place that has much lower 
mosquito populations than 
any time in the past, but they 
don’t fully understand what 
it took to get there,” said Dr. 
Peter Bosak, director of Cape 
May County’s Department of 
Mosquito Control (DMC), in 
reference to the war against 
mosquitoes he and his team 
fight every working day.  

The answer lies in the 17-acre headquarters 
of DMC, a property which once housed World 
War II German prisoners of war and Civilian 
Conservation Corps (CCC) workers.   

Cape May County is home to 45 species of 

mosquitoes. Managing mosquito populations in 
this swampy county is a task which requires 15 
full-time staff, eight to 10 year-round workers, 
millions of dollars, heavy machinery, dedicated 
scientists, and thousands of work hours per 
year.  

From egg to adult, some 
mosquito species run through 
the entirety of their lifecycle in 
five to seven days. If DMC did 
not exist, the mosquito popu-
lation would be exponentially 
larger. 

Bosak said as far back as the 
1800s, visitors would come 
from large cities for cool, clear 
air, but were deterred by the 
county’s “massive” amounts 
of mosquitoes.  

“People don’t get a sense of 
just how much water is in this 
county. We are literally living 
in a giant swamp,” he added. 
Of this water, only a small 
portion produces mosquitoes. 
High marsh, where water can’t 
flow and is left to stagnate, can 

serve as breeding grounds for mosquitoes.  
Much of the high marshland that exists does 

not occur naturally. According to Bosak, Spar-
tina patens, or “salt hay,” is a marsh plant that 
was highly valuable from the 1800s through 
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 Peter Bosak 

The JCB amphibious excavator begins digging in a marsh. This machine 
has less impact than a human footprint.


