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Wildwood Eyes More Inland Wells
to his company’s website. 

“Water is stored in the Cohansey Aquifer 
during winter months, when spare water is 
available from the inland wellfield and demands 
are low,” he said. “The stored water is recov-
ered at a high production rate for a few days 
each year, typically over the July 4 weekend, 
when (hundreds of) thousands of people come 
to the Cape May peninsula.” 

By KAREN KNIGHT

WILDWOOD - Although the City of 
Wildwood’s water supply has room for 
growth, efforts are underway to plan for 
future supply because of the threat of 
saltwater intrusion. 

According to Wildwood Water Utility 
Director Michael McIntyre, the state 
Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP) is requiring the city to have a 
wellfield further inland - along what they 
call the “spine” of the county - further 
distance from the Delaware Bay, where 
monitoring of wells is underway for 
saltwater intrusion. 

Test wells have been dug along the 
railroad tracks in anticipation of a well-
field capable of pumping 3.5 million 
gallons a day. 

These efforts, along with updating 
plumbing codes and establishing emer-
gency backup plans with other local 
water systems, are among the efforts 
underway to plan for future water needs.

Today, McIntyre said, the demand 
for water usage varies according to the 
month. 

“Our peak demand was the day after 
the Fourth of July, 2018, when we used 
9.2 million gallons,” he said. “During 

January, February, March the usage 
varies between 1-2 million gallons a 
day. Then, it slowly increases to about 6 
million for Memorial Day, more than 8 
million around July 4. 

“Usually over the summer, usage is 
high 6 (million) to low 7 million gallons 
a day,” he noted. “Then after Labor Day, 
it slowly decreases.”

McIntyre said water is provided to 
Wildwood, West Wildwood, North 
Wildwood, Wildwood Crest and parts 
of Rio Grande. 

The city can meet the demands with 
wells on the mainland and four Aquifer 
Storage Recovery (ASR) wells on the 
island that are only used during summer 
months.

During the other nine months, the 
ASR well supply is being recharged from 
the aquifers where the water is drawn.

Wildwood was the first city in the na-
tion to rely on ASR technology, in 1969, 
to supplement its local water supplies, 
according to David Pyne, P.E., president 
of ASR Systems LLC, of Gainesville, Fla. 

Pyne is recognized as the pioneer 
and leader of ASR technology, having 
developed this technology in Florida, 
elsewhere in the United States, and over-
seas during the past 35 years, according 
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Woodbine Swearing-
in Ceremony 

Scheduled for Jan. 2
WOODBINE - Mayor William Pikolycky has 

announced that the Borough of Woodbine will 
hold its 2020 swearing-in during the scheduled 
Borough Council meeting Jan. 2, 7:30 p.m., 
at the Woodbine Municipal Building, 501 
Washington Avenue.

According to a release, Councilman Eduardo 
Ortiz will be sworn in for his ninth term by 
Sen. Michael Testa (R-1st).

Councilwoman Mary Helen Perez will be 
sworn in for her fourth term by Woodbine 
Solicitor Richard Tonetta.

The mayor will deliver his annual State 
of the Borough address following the oath 
ceremonies.

Middle Township 
Committee Sets 
Reorganization 

for Jan. 6
COURT HOUSE – Middle Township Com-

mittee’s annual municipal reorganization 
meeting is scheduled for Jan. 6, 2020 at 4 
p.m., in the municipal Meeting Room/Court 
Room and will establish the events and plans 
set for 2020. 

According to a release, action items will 
include newly elected officials taking the oaths 
of office; reorganizing the governing body as-
signments for the year; and finalizing details 
such as setting meeting dates and determining 
the official newspaper. 
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Commercial Beach Tags

Wait ‘n’ See, Council Urged
By VINCE CONTI

CAPE MAY - Weeks after Cape May resi-
dent Dennis Crowley urged the creation of a 
committee to study city revenue and taxation, 
he returned to the city council podium Dec. 
17, urging the governing body not to act on 
proposed changes to its recently adopted beach 
tag fee ordinance. 

Earlier, in the same meeting, council intro-
duced a change to its recent ordinance that 
created a transferable commercial tag. The 
ordinance is the first of its kind in any New 
Jersey municipality. 

The purpose of the commercial tag was to 
require a higher payment from businesses that 
have traditionally ignored the non-transferable 
nature of earlier beach tags by buying seasonal 
tags and offering them to guests at hotels, 
motels and bed and breakfasts. 

The new commercial tag comes with a po-
tential penalty, designed to make businesses 

think twice before using cheaper individual 
seasonal tags at a lower price. The ordinance 
puts the business owner’s mercantile license 
at risk for violations.

Council introduced another change to its 
beach tag policies, one that would require 
campgrounds and other businesses that offer 
overnight accommodations outside the city to 
observe the same restrictions and pay more for 
commercial tags, if they seek to offer a beach 
pass as an amenity to guests. 

While a requirement for non-city businesses, 
the penalties of the ordinance have no bite for 
such entities whose mercantile licenses are not 
at the mercy of Cape May City Council. 

Crowley urged the council to have patience 
with what it already did, and to use the next 
year as a test of the policy’s effectiveness, with-
out altering it in advance each time someone 
points to a potential loophole. 

“Do what you already passed for a year,” 
Crowley said. “This change is a leap you should 

not be taking without study,” he said. 
Crowley presented data on almost 50 New 

Jersey municipalities that have some form 
of beach tags. What this data shows is “that 
everyone does it differently.” Crowley noted 
that 42 towns with beach tags make provisions 
for seniors, while others, including Cape May, 
do not.  

A seasonal tag can cost $15 in Margate, 
while setting a visitor back $150 in Deal. 
Some towns offer discounts for early purchase, 
others do not. 

Cape May is unique in the state for offering 
a three-day pass. Some towns, like Longport, 
do not offer a daily tag. Some towns offer free 
tags to veterans, while others do not. The list 
of differences is long and varied. 

That was precisely Crowley’s point. “Study 
it for a year,” he urged. “If some out-of-city 
business comes in and ignores the commercial 
tag restriction, let them.” 
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Did County Schools Pass the Test?
By CAMILLE SAILER

As spring brings daffodils, it’s 
also the time when New Jersey 
students are assessed against 
uniform educational benchmarks 
through standardized testing. 

History
Most readers may remember 

stressful weeks set aside for this 
type of testing, filling in answer 
bubbles, using the proper lead 
pencil, indicating true or false 
responses. Teachers were just as 
intent on having their students 
perform as well as possible, since 
results were a reflection of their 
pedagogical (of, relating to, or 
befitting a teacher or education) 
prowess. 

The “No Child Left Behind” 
project, a program initiated by 
President George W. Bush in 2001, 
is among the more well-known of 
these endeavors, although before 

that timeframe, and now well 
after, standardized tests of core 
curricula, under many names and 
approaches, periodically blossom 
like flowers in the spring.

In New Jersey, the PARCC (Part-
nership of Readiness for College 
and Careers) standardized testing, 
in effect since 2014-2015, has 
made room for the NJSLA (New 
Jersey Student Learning Assess-
ments), initiated for 2018-2019. It 
emphasizes problem-solving rath-
er than multiple-choice responses. 

The raw data results of the NJS-
LA (http://bit.ly/36GsyFo) were 
made public early this month. The 
state then takes these results and 
announces its studied and refined 
analysis of the data in January, 
with school rankings.  

New Jersey is considered among 
the most exacting and high per-
forming in the nation, and within 
this environment, many Cape May 
County school districts have, in 

the past, registered test scores that 
rank above the median measured 
against other New Jersey counties. 

Is the Process Inequitable?
While most agree that standard-

ized testing is one measure - a 
good measure - of student, teacher, 

and administrator accomplish-
ments, many in the educational 
community, and parents, believe 
the tests can be misleading, and 
produce unfair perceptions. 

Wildwood Superintendent J. 
Kenyon Kummings has given 
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