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Early College 

Program – A Game 

Changer for Middle 

Township Students
By DR. DAVID SALVO

I have had the privi-
lege to work in the Middle 
Township School District 
for 23 years, beginning as 
an assistant principal, high 
school principal, assistant 
superintendent, and since 
2014, as Superintendent 
of Schools. Over the years, 
our district has grown, changed and reached 
many milestones. 

The one common denominator always 
has been our students, who make us proud 
every single day. Together with our dedicat-
ed faculty and staff, engaged parents, and 
committed community, we work to ensure 
students have equitable access to academ-
ic challenges, rewarding extracurricular  
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What Happens to Parking Meters in Winter?
By RACHEL ROGISH

NORTH WILDWOOD – They stand silent 
through winter until spring, reminders 
of parking frustrations and scrounging for 
change and dollar bills. Who thinks of parking 
meters in the off-season? 

Yet across the Wildwoods, those sentinels 
of summer are being repaired and serviced 
for the coming season. In spite of frustration 
and scrounging, parking meters and kiosks 
bring revenue to the Wildwoods, helping to 
keep the economic engine humming. 

North Wildwood has installed kiosks in 
various locations near the beaches, providing 
more efficient service. 

According to City Administrator Ron Sim-
one, kiosks are “electronic units that accept 
credit cards, change and dollars. 

“All units are removed from their locations 
around the city and brought back to the 
Department of Public Works yard,” Simone 
stated via email Jan. 28. The collected monies 
are then removed and deposited.

Maintenance includes removing and clean-
ing each unit’s battery, alongside vacuuming 
and cleaning the casings. Any problems are 
addressed and repaired, according to Simone. 
Placards are replaced, as needed, and units 
are “set aside indoors for winter storage.” 
In any “touch-ups,” the units are painted. 

The traditional meters, operated by coins, 
are also housed until spring. 

Challenges 
 The history of parking meters in the Unit-

ed States goes back to 1928 when a patent 
was first filed by Massachusetts business the-
orist Roger W. Babson. It was not until 1935 
when the world’s first meter was installed in 
Oklahoma City. Since 1935, parking meters 
continue to develop with new technology 
and in various countries. 

Public Works’ employees face a unique 
challenge in the Wildwoods as they maintain 
meters. Due to salt, water, and high winds, 
corrosion and rust pose problems. 

Wildwood Crest’s Ralph Grassi spoke 
of these challenges Jan. 24. According to 
Grassi, mechanisms must be removed to 
protect them from the elements. Along the 
streets of the Crest, meters stand emptied 
of mechanisms. 

In Wildwood, Public Works’ Scott Gregg 
said that meters were once made of iron, 
creating a challenge for maintenance in a 
shore community.   

Gregg said that polyester powder helps 
protect the meters. Once the powder is 
applied, it forms a barrier, protecting the 
meter’s surface. 

As in North Wildwood, meter mechanisms 
in Wildwood Crest and Wildwood are housed 
and any issues are addressed. 

Caring for parking meters is one of the 
many unseen tasks undertaken by the island’s 
Public Works facilities. As Memorial Day 
Weekend nears, parking meters and those 
who use them can dream of summer days.

To contact Rachel Rogish, email rrogish@
cmcherald.com.

Jersey’s Newest, Youngest Senator Begins Serving
By AL CAMPBELL

COURT HOUSE – At 32, Sen. Robert An-
drzejczak is, by his reckoning, the youngest 
member of the New Jersey Legislature. The 
Democrat and former assemblyman, who 
resides in Middle Township, took his oath in 
Trenton Jan. 15.

His new position was made possible with 
the election of former senator and now U.S. 
Rep. Jeff Van Drew (D-2nd) to the House of 
Representatives. The vacancy created the 
Senate seat for Andrzejczak.

His vacant seat was filled Jan. 31 when Matt 
Milam of Cumberland County, a former assem-
blyman from the First Legislative District, was 
sworn to fill the seat. Andrzejczak noted the 
irony, it was Milam’s resignation that permitted 

him an entry into the Assembly, 
and it was Andrzejczak’s upward 
movement that created a vacancy 
that Milam filled.

Andrzejczak has learned how to 
balance public and private time, 
sometimes with his wife, Trisha 
and their family in tow.

A Cub Scout leader for his son’s 
den, he noted those meetings are 
scheduled on Wednesday, a day 
when the Legislature is usually off. 
It’s also the same night his daughter 
has dance class.

“We try to integrate fun things,” 
during those official appearances he said in a 
Jan. 30 interview in his Court House office.

That young family perspective is useful 

when he deals with an array of 
constituents’ situations from across 
the district that spans Cape May, 
Cumberland and parts of Atlantic 
counties. 

Those requests for aid, he said, 
are often the spark of legislation in-
troduced. “The majority of what we 
do is based on constituent services,” 
said the five-year Army veteran.

Andrzejczak believes his voice 
can be better heard in the Senate, 
as one of 40 as opposed to the Gen-
eral Assembly where there are 80 
members.

Between military experience and family, he 
feels comfortable with his assignments as vice 
chairman of the Military and Veterans’ Affairs 

Committee, and member of Budget and Appro-
priations Committee and the Joint Committee 
on the Public Schools.

Of the budget committee, Andrzejczak not-
ed, “It’s a new experience for me.” He added it 
was “an honor to be on that committee because 
you are deciding the fate of the budget for the 
entire State of New Jersey; either put through 
tax increases, which I would never vote for, but 
we also have the ability to lower taxes. Already 
we’ve had the opportunity to vote on those bills 
and take New Jersey in a different direction.

“We really need to be focusing on how to 
make New Jersey more affordable and how 
to keep people here, “Andrzejczak said. “We 
have about a thousand people leaving a day that 
are permanently moving out of state. Clearly, 
there is something wrong. We need to address 
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College Enrolls 552 New Students; 
Enrollment Decline Slows
By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - Atlantic Cape Community 
College President Dr. Barbara Gaba had good 
news for the college’s Board of Trustees Jan. 29. 
The meeting was one of two held each year at 
the college’s Court House campus.

Gaba said the steep decline in enrollments 
that has plagued Atlantic Cape for the last 
several years showed signs of leveling off in 
the current 2019 spring term.

“In my budget message for FY 2019, I 
predicted a 5 percent decrease in enrollment. 
Enrollment was down 5 percent in the fall, 
but it is down only 2.8 percent this spring,” 
Gaba said. She compared that number to recent 
spring terms when enrollment dropped by as 
much as 12 percent. 

Gaba presented the trustees with two signif-
icant numbers. “This semester we have 552 
new students who have never had an associa-
tion with the college before,” she noted. She 
also emphasized the efforts Atlantic Cape has 
made to reach out to students who had been 
enrolled but left without getting a degree. 

These are what she termed “stop-out” stu-

dents, saying the college had been aggressive 
in recruiting them to return. “This spring se-
mester we have 630 of these stop-out students 
enrolled,” she added.

A program that has helped make a difference 
in the enrollment trend is Gov. Phil Murphy’s 
Community College Opportunity Grant 
(CCOG). The program provides free tuition and 
educational fees for qualified students. 

The student must meet a household income 
means test and register for six or more credits. 
Students are also expected to apply for all rele-
vant federal and state financial aid. 

Atlantic Cape was one of 13 community 
colleges selected as part of an inaugural cohort 
to pilot a program that was a key part of the 
governor’s campaign.  

Atlantic Cape officials know that it will take 
time for the precipitous loss of enrollment 
to abate and potentially begin to grow again. 
Gaba said that she is encouraged by the impact 
the CCOG program has had and hoped the 
state would be able to maintain it as a budget 
priority.
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Al Campbell

Parking meters, with mechanisms removed, line Atlantic Avenue in Wildwood. Winter 
affords an opportunity for those machines to be repaired in preparation for the coming 
season.
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