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Isaias-spawned Twister Rips through Marmora
Tornadoes Rare in County, 

but This was not the First

By BILL BARLOW

MARMORA – It took minutes for a tornado, 
generated by Tropical Storm Isaias, to demolish 
homes and businesses on a rampage across part 
of Marmora Aug. 4.

The path of twisted destruction is easy to fol-
low, from where the tornado first hit the Garden 
State Parkway shortly before 10 a.m., ripping 
apart trees, to where it toppled gravestones and 
struck several businesses.

It crossed Route 9, damaging more businesses 
and tearing roofs from homes in the Pine Hill 
mobile home development before doing more 
damage on Stagecoach Road, and then dissipating 
over the woods.

While Isaias’ high winds took their toll through-
out the morning, pulling siding from houses and 
limbs from trees throughout the area, the con-
centrated damage from the tornado has drawn 
the most attention.

According to Upper Township officials, it was 
a matter of minutes between when the twister 
touched down until it was all over.

Mayor Richard Palombo said he didn’t recall 
another tornado hitting Upper Township, and he 
has been mayor for more than 20 years.

While tornadoes are rare, in New Jersey, they 

are not unprecedented. New Jersey averages 
about two tornadoes a year, according to Alex 
Staarmann, a meteorologist with the National 
Weather Service (NWS), based in Mount Holly.

Some years see less, others see more, but if 
the tornado forms over woods or away from 
population centers, they may not be reported at 
all, he said.

In this instance, the tornado formed as a wa-
terspout before reaching land, according to the 
Marmora Volunteer Fire Company. It crossed 
between Strathmere and Ocean City, downing 
cedar trees and snapping lines on Ocean Drive, 
but if it did that damage and dissipated over the 
marsh, it would not have drawn nearly as much 
attention.

Upper Township officials didn’t have an esti-
mate for the damage, but several homes were 
rendered uninhabitable and a tree pushed into a 
Route 9 business sheared a large section of wall 
from the building. Multiple cars were crushed 
beneath tree limbs in its path.

According to data compiled by the NWS, the 
tornado was an EF1, on the Enhanced Fujita 
scale, with an estimated peak wind speed of 100 
mph. It was 150 yards wide at its maximum, and 
traveled 5.25 miles. There were no reported 
injuries or deaths.

 Staarmann said the tornado was not a surprise 
with Isaias storming up the coast.

“It was a prolific tornado producer,” he said. 
There were six likely tornadoes reported in the 
Mount Holly coverage area, he said, with at least 
two in Pennsylvania, one in Northeast Maryland 
and two in Delaware. Media reports indicate 
there was also a tornado in Ocean County.

The tropical storm hugged the coast on its way 
north, with the center of the storm passing the 
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Schools Announce Reopening Plans
By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - The plans are out, and the 
first day of school, for most districts in the state, 
is only one month away. As Joseph Castellucci, 
superintendent, Lower Cape May Regional School 
District, stated, “The COVID-19 virus has dictat-
ed a new normal.” That new normal will make 
this a school year like no other.

Cape May County has 16 of the state’s 584 
operating school districts. Specific reopening 
plans exist for districts that range from Middle 
Township’s over 2,600 student enrollment to 
those with less than 100 students, like Avalon, 
Stone Harbor, and West Cape May.

Districts may have multiple buildings covering 
the range of grades from pre-K to 12, or they may 
have one building for elementary students only. 
The districts may cover large areas, imposing 
complicated issues of transportation to and from 
school, or they may be located in a small com-
munity, with significantly simpler transportation 
issues.

Even as the reopening plans were being de-
veloped, the state was changing guidelines man-
dating an all-remote learning option for parents 
and moving to require masks for all students at 
all times.

School officials and advisory groups worked 
diligently to develop the plans, any one of which 
could be undermined by even a moderate out-
break of positive cases at a specific school.

What is Known?
There are common elements to each of the 

reopening plans, most driven by state mandates.
All the plans accommodate guidance on virus 

screening for students and staff. They plan for 
social distancing in classrooms and as students 
move about the facility. All plans establish sani-
tation routines and hygiene protocols.

Each district must accommodate the recent 
state mandate that students must wear face cov-
erings at all times.  

Plans call for staggering student use of common 
facilities, like cafeterias and restrooms. Staggered 

use also means frequent disinfecting processes on 
buses and in school common areas.

Transportation plans must be capacity-driven to 
allow for appropriate distancing on school buses.

The need for distancing in the schools has led 
many districts to move to a hybrid model, where 
cohorts of students will alternate using the school 
space for in-person instruction certain days while 
relying on remote-learning models on other days. 

In Middle Township, students will be placed 
in two groups. Each group will spend two days 
participating in in-person instruction at school, 
with three days of virtual instruction. Similar 
hybrid models, balancing in-person and virtual 
instruction, are being implemented at most of 
the county’s districts. 

Lower Cape May Regional School District 
will split students into four groups rather than 
two, meaning on any given day, only 25% of the 
students will be present in the schools for in-per-
son instruction. The intent is the same, but the 
specific implementation is different. 
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Census is a 
County Problem 

Again
By CAPE ISSUES

Cape May County has long had a problem with 
the decennial census. In 2010, the county had 
the worst response rate in the state. In 2020, the 
numbers are just as bad.

Why bother to push the issue of census re-
sponse in the middle of a pandemic that has 
claimed 81 county lives and drastically disrupted 
our seasonal economy? The answer is simple: it’s 
important and we don’t get another chance to do 
it right for another 10 years. 

Even in the face of the pandemic, areas of the 
state much harder hit than Cape May County have 
responded with census self-reporting at rates way 
better than ours. 

As of July 28, the national response rate is 
62.7%, New Jersey’s rate is 64.6% and the Cape 
May County rate is 29.8%, less than half of the 
average state response rate. Every other county 
in the state is above 50%, with six counties 
above 70%. 

What is clear is that this county does not take 
responding to the census seriously. In 2010, less 
than one in three households responded by the 
time the census was closed down. 

This matters. The decennial census drives 
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Data Collection Provides 

Insight into Birds’ Habits

By KAREN KNIGHT

STONE HARBOR - Wildlife biologists and 
researchers are watching the skies for the south-
bound flight of the state-endangered red knots, 
and will be collecting data on those that stop in 
the area before the birds head to the southern 
tip of South America for the spring and summer.

According to Larry Niles, Ph.D., the wildlife 
biologist who heads the local team, they started 
photographing the birds in flight during the week 
of Aug. 3, and will put satellite transmitters on 
them over the next several weeks to gather data 
on survival rates and how the installation of the 
wind turbines off the shore of Atlantic City may 
impact the shorebird.

Evolution, Gender Drive Migration
The red knots travel northbound, from Chile to 

the Arctic, where they breed, stopping along the 

Red Knots Return South

Provided
A fast-moving tornado, spun from Tropical Storm Isaias Aug. 4, downed trees, splintered 
utility poles and destroyed businesses and homes. According to the National Weather Ser-
vice, tornadoes are infrequent in the Northeast, but do occur. The storm created multiple 
tornadoes in the region. 

Tom Haggerty

The red knots are migrating south, and researchers will be trapping them to collect data, 
including blood samples, which will help indicate whether they were able to breed this 
spring/summer in the Arctic.


