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Vets Rally for Action on Agent Orange
By BILL BARLOW

WILDWOOD – One by one, conversations stopped 
and veterans of a war that ended more than four decades 
ago straightened to attention and saluted as they heard 
the notes of the “Star Spangled Banner” waft from the 
nearby boardwalk.

The national anthem could barely be heard over the 
ocean breeze; one after another they turned toward the 
sound as the civilian supporters placed their right hands 
over their hearts until the music concluded. 

They had turned out under a brilliant blue sky to call for 
more action from the federal government to address the 
harm done by Agent Orange and other chemical defoliants 
used during the Vietnam War, chemicals they say have 
caused immense harm to veterans and their loved ones. 

The veterans and advocates gathered June 12, in front 
of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall in Wildwood, a 
replica of the memorial on the national mall in Washing-
ton, in which the name of each of the 58,320 American 
service members killed in Vietnam is engraved. 

The wall in Wildwood is half the size of the one in 
Washington, but packs a similar emotional punch. Be-
fore the start of the event, veterans scanned the dark, 
reflective face of the wall, searching for the names of 
comrades and friends. 

Navy veteran Mike Kelly searched for the name of his 
childhood friend Michael Callahan, killed in Quang Tin 
province while serving with the Army 50 years earlier, 
almost to the day. He was killed June 7, 1969. 

Kelly described Callahan as someone who was always 
ready to jump in to defend a friend, no matter the odds. 
He said Callahan earned a Silver Star for his service in 
Vietnam. 

The event was the latest in ongoing efforts to improve 
the benefits and medical care for veterans who were 
exposed to Agent Orange and to raise awareness of the 
issues those veterans face. But it was also a time of re-
membrance, as veterans shared their stories of the war 
and the struggles that followed. 

“Today we are here, again, to get the word out about 
Agent Orange that is killing us veterans at an alarming 
rate. Not only us veterans, (it’s) now affecting our children 
and grandchildren,” said Harry Weimar, the commander 
of American Legion Post 184, the sponsor of the event. 

Weimar is almost universally known as “Shaky,” a refer-
ence to the tremors brought on by Parkinson’s Disease, for 
which he blames his exposure to Agent Orange. It seems 
like a taste of the black humor often used by soldiers and 
others facing deadly danger. 
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Back from the Brink 

Protection of Horseshoe Crabs is Vital 
By KAREN KNIGHT

This is the second in a three-part series on endangered 
species. Part 1, which appeared in the June 12 Herald, 
examined the importance of the Delaware Bay Flyway and 
the effects pesticides had on eagles, ospreys, peregrine 
falcons and red knots.

In New Jersey, three actions have resulted in stopping 
the decline of the horseshoe crab, although their numbers 
are not increasing as desired, said Eric Stiles, president 
and CEO of the New Jersey Audubon Society.

“Horseshoe crabs can no longer be killed for bait,” he 
noted. “Second, we have restored their habitats since 
Hurricane Sandy destroyed so many of our beaches. Third, 
we now have synthetic (horseshoe crab) blood that can 
be used in the medical field. The crab is worth much 
more alive than dead.”

While not currently listed as a threatened species 
by New Jersey, there is a moratorium on the harvest 
of horseshoe crabs within the state. With this law, it is 
illegal to remove a horseshoe crab, dead or alive, from 
its habitat in the wild.

In 2005, New Jersey and Delaware imposed restric-
tions on horseshoe crab harvest during the spawning 

season and on public access to Delaware Bay and Atlantic 
Coast beaches to allow shorebirds to feed undisturbed. 

Crab harvest continues in Delaware, Maryland, New 
York and Virginia with over 600,000 crabs being taken 
annually. 

Delaware attempted to institute a moratorium in 2007 
and 2008, but that effort failed and harvest in Delaware 
continues.

“We’ve helped delay their likely extinction,” Stiles 
said, “but we need all the states along the Delaware Bay 
to cooperate.”

 
Shared Commitment to Protect 
On May 16, the governors of Delaware, New Jersey, 

and Pennsylvania made a shared commitment to protect 
the Delaware River watershed and agreed to work as 
equal partners, to grow the region’s economy and protect 
America’s “founding waterway.” 

The governors signed a proclamation agreeing to work 
together to make the Delaware River Basin the national 
model for sustainable economic development, drinkable 
clean water, healthy fish and wildlife populations, outdoor 
recreation and nature-based climate resilience.

“The Delaware River Basin is not only the cradle of 

Building Tiny Home Prepares Students for Big Careers
By TAYLOR HENRY

WILDWOOD - About three years ago, 
Michael Crane discovered a dilapidated 
camper in Galloway that had been aban-
doned by its owners.

Crane, the construction trades in-
structor at Wildwood High School, saw 
the trailer as an opportunity to teach 
his students home improvement skills 
they could not learn from models and 
textbooks. 

“When I started working here, it 
was a woodshop. An outdated, 1970s 
woodshop,” Crane said. “It was good, 
but we still needed to do something to 
make more students career-ready.”

Inspired by the tiny house movement 
- a lifestyle trend that encourages home-
owners to downsize and build mobile 
dwellings - Crane and his students constructed 
a 310-square-foot house on the camper chassis 
(the base frame of a motor vehicle or other 
wheeled conveyance). In the process, seniors, 
juniors and some sophomores learned skills like 
carpentry, electrical and plumbing.

“I strive to run my classes to look and feel 
like a real-life job site,” Crane said.

Crane bought the camper and trucked it to 
his workshop. After agreeing on blueprints, the 
class’ first task was stripping the trailer down to 
the frame. Then they stabilized the foundation 
and began framing the new house.

“We recycled everything we could out of 
the actual old existing structure” including 
much of the wiring and plumbing, Crane said. 
“Then we built it from the ground up like a 

regular house.”
Students sided and roofed, insulated 

walls, installed doors and windows, 
laid down flooring, painted, and built a 
kitchen and bathroom. 

“I really liked learning the electrical 
and plumbing part of what Mr. Crane 
has taught me,” said student Donny 
Rexhepi, who plans to start his own 
contracting business. 

All of the original students who began 
the tiny house project have since gradu-
ated. The project was so large that, at an 
hour a day every day of the school year, 
it took more than 60 students over three 
years to finish the house. 

On June 12, the students gave teach-
ers, administrators and middle-schoolers 
a tour of the finished product in the 
school’s courtyard.

“It has a loft, full kitchen, bathroom, living 
room, and bedroom,” Crane said. “Essentially 
everything that is in a full-size home, only in 
a smaller package.”

In addition to teaching students how to build 
a house, Crane also showed them how to save 
money by salvaging and refurbishing materials. 
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Taylor Henry

The tiny house was built by Wildwood High School stu-
dents in Michael Crane’s construction trades program.
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