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BL England Plant Pulls the Plug 
By CAMILLE SAILER

BEESLEY’S POINT - Announcing a decision 
anticipated for several months, RC Cape May 
Holdings, LLC, owner of the B.L. England 
generating plant in Beesley’s Point, will shut 
it and retire its operations rather than move 
ahead with a plan to attempt a conversion from 
coal-fired to natural gas power. 

RC Cape May Holdings, LLC, a subsidiary 
of Rockland Capital, a Houston-based private 
equity firm, revealed the company’s intent not 

to “repower” in legal filings Feb. 27. 
Upper Township Mayor Richard Palombo 

told the Herald March 1 that he and Upper 
Township Committee “felt comfortable about 
the near future” regarding the significance of 
the announcement. 

“Since energy receipts will continue as they 
have when other plants have closed in the 
state, we’re not anticipating any tax implica-
tions. Still, we were disappointed about the 
situation with the pipeline because we need 
something for energy redundancy looking at 

the future 10 years from now and its potential 
challenges,” he continued.

The plant, one of the few remaining 
coal-burning sources of electricity in the state, 
has been in operation for 57 years. It provides 
electricity and jobs for the local region, as well 
as millions of dollars in tax revenues for Upper 
Township. However, it has also been targeted 
as using obsolete and polluting technology, 
emitting thousands of tons of sulfur dioxide 
and other chemicals over the decades of its 
operation, per the state Department of Envi-

ronmental Protection (NJDEP). 
The original conversion plan was controver-

sial in and of itself. Coupled with a years-long 
attempt by South Jersey Gas (SJG) and resulting 
litigation with a consortium of organized and 
vocal plaintiff environmental groups to place a 
new pipeline traversing parts of the protected 
Pinelands, both projects elicited consistent 
protest and rallies to prevent moving forward. 

With the decision to close the power plant, 
the justification for any SJG pipeline probably 
no longer exists, according to environmental-

Dig Deeper Again
By VINCE CONTI

TRENTON - New Jersey broke its own record again. 
In 2017, the state set a record for the highest average 
property taxes in the nation. 

In 2018, it held on to the dubious honor 
with another increase. The 2018 average 
property taxes in the Garden State were 
$8,767, according to data released by the 
Department of Community Affairs. 

In Cape May County, the average prop-
erty tax bill rose by $153 last year, double 
the state’s increase of $77. The largest 
increase in the county, at $638, was in 
Stone Harbor where a borough-wide 
reevaluation had just been completed. 

Following Stone Harbor, Avalon proper-
ty owners also saw a reassessment-related 
increase on the average tax bill of $332. 
The City of Cape May was third, seeing its 
increase in the average tax rise by $325.

The calendar year tax rates in the 
county ranged from a high of $2.497 per 
$100 of valuation in Wildwood to a low 
of $0.486 in Avalon. For 2018, the net 
valuation base in Wildwood was $1.4 
billion, and in Avalon it was $8.9 billion.

To contact Vince Conti, email vconti@
cmcherald.com.

Recycling’s the Law, but It’s Getting Tougher
By AL CAMPBELL

COLD SPRING – Imagine having 
a business and the largest customer 
quits buying. That’s what the Cape May 
County Municipal Utilities Authority 
(MUA) is experiencing with its largest 
customer for recycling, China.

At its Feb. 28 meeting, the Cape May 
County League of Municipalities got an 
update from MUA Executive Director 
Joseph Rizzuto on the state of recycling 
in the county. 

In his presentation entitled, “Recy-
cling at a Crossroad, Quality, Contamination and the Changing 
Marketplace,” Rizzuto painted the present perplexing state 
of the recycling business caused, in part, by what he termed 
China’s National Sword in 2017. It prohibited the importa-
tion of recovered mixed paper, recycled plastics (Types 1 
and 2), PVC and polystyrene.

That Asian nation is proposing a full ban on all recovered 
materials by 2020. Such an action casts a shadow over 
much of the future of recycling, not only in the county, 
but nationwide.

China was the MUA’s major buyer of Cape May County’s 
discarded cardboard from refrigerators and shipping boxes to 
those packages from internet purveyors. The price of recycled 
cardboard dropped from $75 a ton to $5 a ton, Rizzuto said. 

Since China was such a huge consumer of the material, 
buyers in Vietnam, Indonesia and India could not make up the 
difference.

Rizzuto noted that in 2018, the county’s towns hauled to 
the sanitary landfill in Woodbine 90,047 tons of municipal 
solid waste. Also in that year, those towns were responsible for 
28,604 tons of recyclables.

He cited a fact of recycling life: Recyclables do not create 
an economic or environmental benefit until they are sold as 
commodities or manufactured into products. 

While the MUA decided to take all recyclables “single stream,” 
in order to make it easier for residents to keep recyclables from 
entering the trash stream, it’s not proven to be the win-win 
originally anticipated. 
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JOSEPH RIZZUTO

That’s because some people persist in put t ing 
all their recyclables into a plastic bag. Wrong. Those 
bags aren’t opened at the recycling plant. Instead they are tossed 
into the other municipal solid waste.

Rizzuto cited the conflict some people have deciding whether 
or not their products are recyclable. He termed that “wishful” 
recycling being tossed into the recycling can hoping it will find 
its way into that mythical recycling triangle.

Some of those items include hypodermic needles, red Solo 
cups (they can’t be recycled in Cape May County), and plastic 
bags in which many carry groceries and goods home, (which 
have been targeted by several municipalities).

While those bags can, when correctly recycled (by plants 
outside the area), be recovered into plastic boards used in seats 
and decking, the local recycling facility cannot use them. 

Rizzuto said large supermarkets and chain convenience stores 

have recycling cans for those bags, which are collected and then 
recycled by the stores. A market in Sea Isle City reported having 
to empty its recycling cans about three times daily in summer.

Rizzuto said some domestic plants are taking cardboard and 
reducing it to pulp, then selling that pulp to China. With that 
commodity in hand, the Chinese can then produce cardboard 
at their mills.

As municipal officials listened, they heard Rizzuto say that 
the cost of recycling is increasing and commodity values are 
remaining low.

What MUA treasurer William Burns warned the officials was 
that, as the state of recycling sales slips, those rebate checks that 
had become an annual standard from the MUA to the towns, may 
switch into the towns paying the MUA to take their recycling.

As contracts with haulers come for renewal, it may become 
more costly to recycle. 

A question was asked by an official, why not take all the 
waste and dump it into the landfill and skip recycling? Answer: 
Recycling is still the law in New Jersey. 

“Laws can be changed,” someone added. 
Rizzuto then outlined the complications that come with buy-

ing products online. Those products, if liquid, must be taped 
and or wrapped in a plastic bag. The container is then placed 
into a box with shipping material around it to prevent spillage 
or damage. 

How much of that is recyclable? Some is, some isn’t. How’s a 
consumer, with the best intentions, to recycle? It is a dilemma 
that increases as buying habits change.

Rizzuto noted that the market for glass is so minimal that the 
MUA uses glass from its recycling plant to cover solid waste at 
the end of the day. 

What’s the next move? Back to basics, he said. That means 
an emphasis on bottles, jugs, jars and containers. He asked that 
they be empty, clean and dry. 

Of paper placed in those recycling cans, cover it to keep it 
from getting waterlogged.

Finally, never put recyclables in containers or plastic bags.
When in doubt, the MUA has an app available on its website 

(www.cmcmua.com/waste-wizard) for cellphones so that con-
sumers will know what is and isn’t recyclable in Cape May Coun-
ty. Rizzuto’s parting words, “Recycle the right things correctly.”
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