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Tiny Tidbits Became a Big Pastime
By KAREN KNIGHT

VILLAS – Losing weight is 
one of the top 10 New Year’s 
resolutions that would probably 
be more achievable if we were 
eating burgers, donuts, ribs, 
cakes and sandwiches that were 
one-tenth of their real size. 

A Villas woman who found 
herself trying to keep busy after 
rupturing her bicep and retiring 
has discovered miniatures. She 
has created more than 100 little 

food items from polymer clay 
that are about one-tenth or one-
twelfth their actual size. 

While these miniatures may 
look real and edible, they are 
sold to dollhouse owners and 
other miniature collectors or 
displayed.

“As a child, I was always fasci-
nated with little foods that came 
with Barbies,” said Linda Rapat-
toni. “My grandfather made me 
a miniature store out of wood, 
and I loved it. I also would buy 

miniature earrings and pins that 
looked like chocolate kisses and 
cheesecakes.”

After rupturing her bicep that 
forced retirement from working 
in a local real estate office, Ra-
pattoni said she needed to find 
something to keep herself busy. 
Because she loved miniatures, 
she spent “hours and days re-
searching them.” 

She started making dollhouse 
kits but found she enjoyed mak-
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Crest Told: Plant the Right Trees
By RACHEL ROGISH

WILDWOOD CREST – “Trees are vital to the 
urban barrier setting,” Peter Lomax of The Lo-
max Consulting Group said Dec. 11. He spoke 
to Wildwood Crest Borough Commissioners.

Lomax gave a presentation informing Crest 
officials and residents of the need to plant 
appropriate trees on barrier islands. 

According to Lomax, forestry and infrastruc-
ture are “vital” to the survival and thriving of 
island communities. Due to rising sea level 
and incorrect planting choices, environmental 
changes are impacting dunes, grasses, and 
trees. 

For example, popular plantings in the 1970s 

included the Bradford pear and Japanese black 
pine; however, both of the ornamental species 
cannot tolerate harsh conditions. 

Even sycamores, though suited to the wa-
ter table, will eventually suffer from the salt 
intake, he said. 

Commissioner Joyce Gould concurred with 
Lomax. 

“The sycamores need to go,” Gould said. 
Gould added that the sycamores’ root sys-
tems create tripping hazards and undermine 
sidewalks. 

The Herald contacted Lomax for further 
information on what types of trees are appro-
priate for the Crest. Lomax said information 
would be made available if the borough adopts 

the program. 
“Species selection is an important consid-

eration, once that is driven by site location, 
project type, intended purpose, etc.” Lomax 
wrote via email. 

“In fact, the Community Forestry Manage-
ment Plan was authored to aid and guide the 
borough in the implementation of its future 
planting projects and the design decisions 
associated with each. 

“Once adopted by the borough and approved 
by the state, we can assist the borough in 
species selections that are location and situa-
tion-appropriate, and aid their Green Team in 
the development of a recommended species 
list that, among other considerations, promotes 

the use of native species which can thrive in 
barrier island growing conditions.” 

The Community Forestry Management 
Program also provides municipalities the 
opportunity to receive funding once a year 
for various environmental projects. The funds 
come from the purchase of so-called “vanity” 
license plates and are designated by the state 
for participation in the program. 

Training and courses are available for munic-
ipal employees and volunteers in the program, 
providing municipalities with Continuing 
Education Credits. 

Middle Carries the Burden of Honor
By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE – Since 2014 Middle Town-
ship’s ratable base has remained at roughly $2.7 
billion. The county equalization table for 2018 
puts the aggregate assessed value of the township 
at $2,737,848,300.

A look at tax-exempt line items within the 
township, excluding property owned by the mu-
nicipality, shows almost $500 million in exempt 
assessed value. 

All municipalities have tax-exempt parcels 
belonging to schools, churches, non-profits or 

fire companies. All also have some federal, state 
or county presence that occupies land that is not 
taxable by the municipality. 

In Middle Township’s case being the county 
seat adds a special burden. The county’s direct 
share of the tax-exempt property value in the 
township is $160 million based on current 
assessment values. 

 The township’s geographic centrality within 
the county also may add to that burden. 

The Cape Regional Health System is located 
in Middle, as is the county’s campus of Atlantic 
Cape Community College, the two together 

account for almost $60 million in tax-exempt 
property.  

Federal and state presence in the township 
adds to $55 million in exempt property. 

These numbers do not include areas which 
may not be technically exempt from taxes but 
are protected or environmentally unavailable for 
development.

The County Issue
On several occasions, Middle Township of-

ficials have made the case that the township’s 
taxpayers should receive more benefit from the 
role the municipality plays as a host community 

to county offices and services.  
Taxpayers could have heard this argument 

being made by Committee member Timothy 
Donohue during negotiations over changes in 
how the county animal shelter apportions fees 
to municipalities.  

They also could have heard it echoed when 
Mayor Michael Clark and Deputy Mayor Jeffrey 
DeVico questioned fees charged back to the 
township by the county Municipal Utilities 
Authority. 

A county seat plays a special role and has a 

Desiderio Remains Board’s Vice Director
By AL CAMPBELL

CREST HAVEN – Leonard C. Desiderio took 
his oath as a Cape May County freeholder for 
another three years Jan. 3 surrounded by his 
parents, wife and a daughter. 

Desiderio, who likes to say he’s the may-
or of “The Capital of Cape May County,” a 
post he has held since 1993, told the stand-
ing-room-only crowd in the freeholder meeting 
room of the county Administration Building, 
that it was his late brother Gerard who first 
got him involved in politics at the age of 11. 

He’s been in the Grand Old Party for the 
ensuing 50 years, and has been “successful 
in 21 consecutive elections,” Desiderio said. 
Desiderio was first elected freeholder in 2002.

Holding the Bible as he took his oath from 
Superior Court Judge Michael Donohue was 
daughter Carmella, his campaign manager. 

Standing with their son was his father, 
Leonard, mother, Carmel, and wife Carmella. 

He said that she was relentless during the 
campaign that won his reelection against Dem-
ocratic challenger Jeremiah Schenerman. Her 
guidance put him in the voters’ eye and helped 
him garner 24,689 votes to his opponent’s 
14,501 votes.

Since Desiderio is liaison for public safety, he 
recognized many top law enforcement officers 
from around the state who made the trip to see 
him take his oath. 

“As an elected official, from the early days, I 

realized I work for the people,” Desiderio said. 
He added, “Never have I gotten a call to 

help someone have I looked to see if they 
were a registered Republican, Democrat or 
undeclared.” In his hometown, Desiderio said 
“73 percent cannot vote for us,” since they are 
second home owners, living outside the area. 
“I never look at a person who doesn’t vote here 
and not help them. I’ve been helping people 
for so many years.”

Desiderio oversees the Public Safety, the 
Animal Shelter, Consumer Affairs/Weights and 
Measures, Fire Marshal, Department of Law, 
Medical Examiner, Prosecutor’s Office, Public 
Safety Training Center, Risk Management and 
Safety and the Sheriff’s Department/Correc-
tional Center.

As with all reorganization meetings, this 
ceremony was steeped in tradition and color.

The Cape May County Sheriff’s Office Color 
Guard presented the colors at the outset of 
the meeting. 

Vietnam veteran and Disable American Vet-
erans Chapter 44’s Joe Harris and his grandson, 
Joseph Donnelly, a Boy Scout from Troop 87 
led the Pledge of Allegiance.

As the entire room stood, Julia Wilson, a 
sophomore from Ocean City High School sang 
the national anthem.

Deacon Joseph Murphy of St. Joseph Roman 
Catholic Church, Sea Isle City delivered the 
invocation.
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Al Campbell

Bella McKeown, a Sandman Consolidated School sixth grader, sings “Tomorrow,” from 
the Broadway show “Annie” at Cape May County Freeholders’ reorganization Jan. 3. 
Listening is Freeholder Leonard Desiderio, left, and Director Gerald Thornton.
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