
Vol. 53 No. 31                                                                    July 31, 2019                 Copyright 2019 Seawave Corp. All rights reserved.              Published every Wednesday.
1508 Route 47, Rio Grande, NJ 08242

Chief: Police Short-staffed; Overtime Grows
By VINCE CONTI

CAPE MAY - Cape May Police Chief Anthony 
Marino informed Cape May City Council his 
department is “short four officers right now.” 

Officers leaving for other municipal de-
partments, a process known as “department 
hopping,” retirements and a disciplinary firing 
have left the department with a serious short-
age during its busy summer season when the 
population of the city swells to 10 times its 
year-round level. 

Those four officers represent almost 20% 
of the full-time police officers in a department 
which would be at 23 if fully staffed.

The message, delivered at the July 23 council 
meeting, was prompted by concerns from Coun-

cil member Stacey Sheehan about the overtime 
payments made to police lieutenants whose 
contract bars them from receiving overtime 
except in very specific circumstances, which are 
spelled out in the contract and do not include 
the present arrangement. 

Marino said his officers are “burnt out” by 
working an average of 10 to 15 hours of over-
time per pay period. He made a proposal to 
City Manager Neil Young to use command staff 
officers, lieutenants, and on-patrol duty in an 
overtime capacity.  

According to Marino, Young “worked out 
an arrangement with the PBA (Policemen’s 
Benevolent Association)” and the lieutenant 
began receiving overtime. Marino also said in a 
small department it is not uncommon for officers 

with administrative duties to be used on patrol.
A copy of the city overtime report for June 

shows one officer’s name under the Finance 
Department rather than the Police Department. 
Sheehan raised the issue at a point in the 
meeting when monthly reports are routinely 
accepted.

Two Issues
This placed two items before council and 

the public. 
One issue was the remarks by Marino, 

who made clear the staffing problem in the 
department. This was an issue which had not 
been publically discussed at previous council 
meetings.
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Panel: NJ Ocean, Temps Rising
By COLLIN HALL

ERMA - NJTV’s Climate Change Forum at Lower 
Cape May Regional High School began with a reminder 
of the “hard facts” July 24.  

Dr. Lenore Tedesco, executive director for the Wet-
lands Institute and one of four panelists at the event, 
said the average temperature of New Jersey is rising 
faster than the global average. 

Other panelists were: 
* Dr. Daphne Munroe, associate professor 

in Shellfish Fisheries and Aquaculture, Rutgers 
University.

* Jenny Shinn, program coordinator, Haskin 
Shellfish Research Laboratory, Rutgers University

* Dr. George Diferdinando, Princeton Univer-
sity.

The state’s average temperature is 3.5 degrees Fahrenheit, higher 

than it was in the early 1900s. New Jersey has seen a 
55% increase in what Tedesco called “intense rainfall 
events” since the 1950s, with a coinciding increase 
in both the total inches of rainfall and the inches of 
rainfall per hour during such events.

“You keep seeing these urban flood systems, where 
people’s cars are flooded, where houses are flooded. 
Those are the kinds of things that are a result of 
climate change. That is climate change in action,” 
said Tedesco.  

The measured ocean level in Cape May County 
has risen six inches since the 1980s. New Jersey’s 
average ocean-water levels are increasing faster than 
the global average. 
Tedesco stressed “the rate of rise over the past 25 

years or so is more than double what it was earlier, 
compared to the first 100 years or so of this record. 

Since 1965, we are at a rise rate of 1.5 feet per century.” She also 

noted the county is likely to see an “additional 
one to 1.8 feet of rise from where we are now 
through 2050.”

Tedesco also cited sinking land and changing 
currents as side effects of climate change which 
impact water levels. “If ocean currents start to 

Freeholders Support Sheriff’s 
Agreement with ICE

By ERIN LEDWON

CREST HAVEN – Freeholders approved a resolution (http://bit.ly/2JU4xCt) 
July 23 which supported Sheriff Robert Nolan’s execution of an agreement with 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) to extend the 287(g) program 
at the Cape May County Correctional Facility for another 10 years.

Nolan was undersheriff when former Sheriff Gary Schaffer entered into the 
original agreement with ICE in 2017. 

The program gives three corrections officers, who were trained at a federal 
training facility, the ability to check if incarcerated individuals at the county jail 
are wanted by ICE, and then to notify ICE of their whereabouts.

Nolan said he would never allow the officers “to go into homes and tear 
families apart.”

“The only time that my three people inside the jail come in contact with them 
(immigrants) is once they get arrested and are put in the jail,” he continued.

Freeholder Director Gerald Thornton said four individuals have been deported 
since the program began. He cited one individ-
ual in the jail “who’s currently on a detainer 
who was charged with aggravated sexual assault 
on a minor and endangering the welfare of a 
minor. Under this program right now, he will 
be sentenced, and then right after the sentence 
will be released.” 

Nolan identified a second individual, an im-
migrant from Ukraine, who was brought into 
the jail July 22. Nolan said the individual was 
arrested twice before coming to Wildwood, 
where “he was charged with attempting to stab 
another individual.”

He was wanted by ICE, said Nolan, because 
he arrived in the U.S. in 2015 under a work 
visa, and overextended his stay. “I simply no-
tified them (ICE), and they put a detainer on 
him and they handled him,” Nolan continued.

Several spoke against the resolution. They 
cited the “Immigrant Trust Directive” issued 
by Attorney General Gurbir S. Grewal Nov. 29, 
2018 (http://bit.ly/2YkBknY).

According to a release, the directive pro-
hibited state law enforcement agencies from 
entering or renewing 287(g) agreements with 
federal authorities, “unless the attorney general 
grants written approval or the agreement is 
necessary in response to threats arising from a 
declared state or national emergency.”

NOLAN
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Cape May County’s Foreign-born 
Population’s 5.4%

By VINCE CONTI

CREST HAVEN - In February 2019, Sheriff Robert Nolan renewed a 2017 
agreement with federal Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) for an 
additional 10-year term, defying the spirit of a directive from the state attorney 
general requiring state approval of any such action. 

The directive was issued in November 2018 and was to take effect in March. 
According to a July 6 letter to Nolan from the Attorney General’s Office, Nolan 
acted with full knowledge of the directive and just weeks before it would have 
been effective.

In that July 6 letter, the Attorney General’s Office demanded specific information 
on the agreement and the county’s reasons for renewing it.  The letter states 
the attorney general may decide to issue yet another directive Aug. 6, which 
would prohibit officers in Cape May County from exercising their enforcement 
authority concerning the agreement. 

The letter states Nolan’s failure to notify the state of the renewal when it was 
done “suggests you deliberately declined to 
disclose the information.”

The immigration enforcement agreement, 
known as a 287(g) program agreement, takes 
its name from the specific section of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act, which permits ICE 
to form partnerships with local and state law 
enforcement agencies. It allows ICE to deputize 
local and state officers to perform ICE functions.

Freeholders Support Nolan’s Decision
On July 23, freeholders unanimously ap-

proved a resolution supporting Nolan’s renewal 
of the agreement, citing public safety concerns. 
In an earlier release, Nolan said the 287(g) pro-
gram agreement with ICE “helps keep criminals 
from returning to our streets, which keeps Cape 
May County safer.”

The resolution passed by freeholders makes 
no mention of the attorney general’s directive. 

The resolution indicates the county’s support 
for Nolan’s decision. It does not formally ap-
prove the contract he entered into in February, 
indicating that the county believes the sheriff 
has independent authority to approve and 
sign such a contract without formal freeholder 
action.  

The original 2017 agreement with ICE was 
entered into by Nolan’s predecessor, Sheriff 
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U.S. Rep. Jeff Van Drew (D-2nd), right, listens to a Border Patrol agent at U.S.-Mexico 
border during a recent tour of the area and also immigrant holding facilities. See story 
on page A4. 


