
Vol. 55 No. 7                                                                      February 17, 2021February 17, 2021                 Copyright 2021 Seawave Corp. All rights reserved.              Published every Wednesday.
1508 Route 47, Rio Grande, NJ 08242

The Herald is now available 
for purchase inside select local stores.

This new, paid in-store service 
supplements our traditional, 

free distribution.
Your purchases/donations help support 
local journalism. See article below for 

more information. Thank you!

What’s
THIS?

No Plan Yet for Vaccinating Homebound 
CMCo, State Discussing Mobile 

Vaccination Unit’s Feasibility

By KAREN KNIGHT

COURT HOUSE - While many are strug-
gling to get Covid vaccine appointments 
online, more than 2 million homebound res-
idents nationwide are waiting for a plan that 
will enable them to get the shot, including a 
64-year-old Wildwood Crest woman.

Debbie Frommer, who is homebound from 
the effects of medicine she takes following a 
heart attack, wants to get a Covid vaccine, 
but is frustrated because there doesn’t seem 
to be a plan addressing how to vaccinate 
homebound individuals nationally or locally.  

“We are currently using the Moderna 
vaccine,” noted Denis Brown, administrative 
aide to the Board of County Commissioners. 
“There are stability issues with the vaccine 
that would make it very difficult to go home-
to-home to administer.”

Frommer’s medicine causes her to retain 
fluids, which affects her balance and ability 
to walk, and causes other health issues. She 
falls in the 1B category of individuals eligible 
for the vaccine; however, she is unable to 
leave her home.

“I have a doctor who comes monthly to 
check me out, but he said he can’t afford the 
refrigeration costs for the vaccine,” Frommer 
said. “I have friends with cancer and a wide 
range of other illnesses who can’t leave their 
homes, so what are we supposed to do?”

The phased rollout plans for the vaccines 
have been drawn up at the state level (http://
bit.ly/3jIHDOq), and health care personnel, 
long-term care residents and staff, first re-

sponders, and individuals at high risk are 
eligible for the vaccine under Phases 1A and 
1B. However, the first two vaccines on the 
market, from Moderna and Pfizer, must be 
stored at ultra-cold temperatures.

Besides refrigeration requirements, Brown 
pointed out that the scheduling system and 
number of doses are controlled at the state 
level.

“We are working with those who can leave 
their home to use our Fare Free Transpor-
tation to go to the vaccine site to get their 
dose,” Brown said. “We have asked the state, 
but have not received additional guidance, as 
of yet, on what the process will be for those 
who cannot leave their home. 

“The scheduling system, how many doses 
we receive, etc., is decided at the state level. 
Within those confines, we are doing every-
thing we can to get those doses out as quickly 
and safely as possible. This includes having 
our Department of Aging reaching out to the 
most vulnerable residents to assist them with 
getting vaccinated.”

Brown said the state Department of Health 
(DOH) and the county DOH “has aggressively 
been working on strategies to ensure its 
most vulnerable residents receive the Covid 
vaccine. There are stability issues with the 
Moderna Covid vaccine that makes it very 
difficult to disperse to individual locations/
residences, such as the homebound. 

“The county continues an aggressive effort 
to reach the most vulnerable populations, 
including the use of our Fare Free Transpor-
tation, to the vaccination site.

“The county does not control the number 
of doses that we have at any given time,” he 
stressed. “The state gives us the vaccine, and, 
at the moment, they are not supplying a great 

deal to us or any other county.”
The state also handles the appointment 

eligibility scheduling system, which priori-
tizes people based on the 1A and 1B phases 
that are open. 

Brown explained, “The county’s job is to 
administer the doses we have to the people 
who are informed by the state that they 
can schedule appointments. The number of 
appointments is tied directly to the number 
of doses. The county cannot schedule an ap-
pointment without a dose of vaccine to give.  

“We are delivering each dose we get as 
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Your $1 Helps 
Herald Deliver More

RIO GRANDE – In cooperation with select local 
stores, the Herald is seeking the support of our 
loyal readers to help fund our journalism activities. 
Your $1 purchase or donation helps strengthen the 
Herald just when local journalism is needed the 
most, but when our local advertisers are suffering 
greatly too.

As it has for over 50 years, advertising supports 
most of our print newspaper circulation, but as our 
advertisers struggle in these Covid-challenged 
times, so does the Herald.  This means less 
income to support the significant cost of reporting 
the news, printing and delivering papers each 
week. Meanwhile, demand for the Herald is 
stronger than ever.  Less money to serve more 
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“We have asked the 

state, but have not 

received additional 

guidance, as of yet, 

on what the process 

will be for those 

who cannot leave 

their home.” 
– Denis Brown, 

administrative aide to 

the Board of County 

Commissioners.

Commissioner Actions

County Passes 5th Rt. 55 Resolution
By AL CAMPBELL

CREST HAVEN - For the fifth time in 21 years, 
Cape May County’s governing body passed a 
resolution endorsing a plan to expand Route 55 
into the county. 

As its former Board of Chosen Freeholders 
did Feb. 8, 2000; July 10, 2001; March 25, 
2003; and Feb. 14, 2006, the Board of County 
Commissioners passed Resolution 128-21 Feb. 
9, seeking the highway’s extension chiefly as an 
evacuation route.

The resolution passed recently noted the board 

“has consistently recognized the need to improve 
the transportation infrastructure, particularly the 
completion of Route 55.”

Motorists who seek respite from the heat of 
metropolitan Philadelphia during summer, and 
who speed along Route 55, get dumped onto two-
lane Route 47 in Port Elizabeth. When a hurricane 
threatens, and an evacuation is ordered from Cape 
May County, that exit is quickly clogged, as it is 
routinely on summer weekends.

Legislators have toured the highway. Press 
conferences have been held. 

Fatalities and serious non-fatal accidents occur, 

yet the state Department of Transportation, which 
must give its consent before federal funds can be 
sought, remains neutral.

Copies of the most recent resolution were 
sent to Gov. Phil Murphy, Sens. Menendez and 
Booker, First Legislative District legislators, U.S. 
Rep. Jeff Van Drew (R-2nd), as well as the state 
Commissioner of Transportation Tom Berryman, 
and Jennifer Marandino, head of South Jersey 
Transportation Planning Organization.

Commissioner Director Gerald Thornton noted 
that the Feb. 9 action was being taken at the 
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Hotel Complaints Top Consumer Fraud
By KAREN KNIGHT

COURT HOUSE - Although every day seems 
to bring a new scam to the limelight, complaints 
against hotels/motels and contractors topped 

the list of consumer fraud, in 2020, in Cape 
May County.

According to Dolores Rambo, senior investiga-
tor, Cape May County Office of Consumer Affairs, 
people trying to get their money back from local 

hotels and motels due to the Covid pandemic 
causing them to cancel vacation plans, was the 
top category of complaints received by the office 
last year.

That was followed by home improvement 
complaints - everything from poor workmanship, 
contractors not showing up for work, or not 
having the correct license - as the second-largest 
category last year. 

The office usually handles about 100-150 
complaints a year; last year, about 70 fell into 

People trying to get their money back from local hotels and motels 

due to the Covid pandemic causing them to cancel vacation plans, 

was the top category of complaints received by the Cape May 

County Office of Consumer Affairs last year.
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Therapy Dog Aids Upper Rescue Squad 
By CAMILLE SAILER

TUCKAHOE – Ezekiel came into the lives of 
Mary and Tom Lyons, of Tuckahoe, when both 
were in vulnerable situations: Ezekiel was a deaf 
boxer puppy, and Tom was going through cancer 
treatment. 

Seven years later, both are thriving, and Mary 
Lyons is Ezekiel’s gratified trainer through Amer-
ican Sign Language commands. 

Ezekiel, who is certified as a National Crisis 
Response Canine, has over 450 visitations to a 
variety of facilities under his collar, including 

residential centers, children’s hospitals, drug 
rehabilitation programs, churches, schools, youth 
conferences and sporting events. 

Both he and Lyons are proud card-carrying 
members of Upper Township Rescue Squad, and 
Ezekiel is an eagerly awaited visitor to events and 
groups, where he helps individuals overcome 
trauma and feelings of isolation through petting, 
cuddling and hugging sessions.  

“We gave him the name ‘Ezekiel,’ which means 
‘God’s strength,’ because that is what both he and 
Tom (Lyons) needed at that particular moment in 
their lives,” explains Mary Lyons, who recently re-

tired after 43 years as a special education teacher. 
“Tom (Lyons) and I taught ourselves sign 

language through YouTube, so we could com-
municate with Ezekiel, and he now knows over 
50 words, as well as phrases and even complete 
sentences. 

“He looks to us for our signing, and when he’s 
outside and it’s dark, he looks for lights that we 
flicker for him to come back inside the house. We 
are very proud of him because he gives welcome 
support to those who most need it,” explained 
Mary Lyons.  
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