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Patriot Day Pays 

Tribute to 18th 

Anniversary of 

Sept. 11 Attacks
Remember and honor 

those who lost their lives 
in the terrorist attacks 
18 years ago on Sept. 11, 
2001 by attending one of 
these ceremonies being 
held throughout Cape May 
County.
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Credit Hour Enrollments 
for Cape May County Students

at Atlantic Cape Community College

44.3% decrease 2010-2018
9.7% decrease 2017-2018

Source: Atlantic Cape FY2018 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report
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BENCHMARKS

Money Talks, Residents Walk
By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - Cape May County’s pop-
ulation is getting older. 

The median age of permanent residents tops 
50-years-old. One half of the population of the 
county is over 50-years-old. That makes Cape 
May County the oldest county in the state. 

The state median age is over 10 years young-
er at 39.8. Sixteen of the state’s 21 counties 
have a median age at least eight years below 
Cape May County.

While the median age is 50.1, 37% of the 
county’s residents, more than one out of every 
three, are at or above 60-years-old.

In the almost decade since the 2010 cen-
sus, the category of over 65-year-olds grew 
by 12% while those in the grouping of 35 to 

54-year-olds declined by 19%. The second-big-
gest decline was in those under 20-years-old, 
down 10.7%.

It has been known for some time that the 
county’s population is shrinking, down 8.6% 
since its peak in 2000. What has not been as 
clear is that the decline of working-age adults 
has been occurring at an even greater clip, 
masked somewhat by the increase in older 
residents.

As preparations are made for the next cen-
sus, a look back at the 2000 and 2010 results 
shows that the decade between those two 
reports was one in which the county lost 5,061 
individuals, a loss of almost 5%.

The category of young people 17 and young-
er decreased by 4,510 in that period. Some of 
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Hawks 
vs. Gulls: 

Hawks Win
By BILL BARLOW

OCEAN CITY – Members of the public from 
multiple perspectives bring their concerns and 
comments to Ocean City Council meetings, 
addressing issues of national, citywide or neigh-
borhood importance, using the open forum to 
get their voices heard.

A recent meeting may have been the first 
time a great horned owl approached the 
podium. 

The owl, named Ozzie, was perched on Erik 
Swanson’s gloved left hand while Swanson 
spoke to council members. Swanson is the 
owner of East Coast Falcons.

The Lodi-based company received a $65,100 
contract to drive seagulls away from the beach 
and boardwalk, using trained hawks, a falcon 
and Ozzie, who Swanson described as “like 
Dracula” to other birds, who can’t see or hear 
him coming.

The contract was set to end Sept. 2, but 
officials announced that it will be extended for 
weekends through Columbus Day Weekend at 
the same rate, $2,100 per day. Like many shore 
towns, Ocean City has numerous events after 
Labor Day, including its popular fall Block Party 
along Asbury Avenue Oct. 12, which is held 
the Saturday before Columbus Day, Oct. 14.  

At the Aug. 22 meeting, Swanson told coun-
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Analysis

Will Free Tuition Help College’s Decline? 
By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - In 2005, Atlantic Cape 
Community College opened its Cape May 
County campus to great fanfare. This was 
the concrete symbol of an educational union 
between Cape May and Atlantic counties, a 

union that brought in-county college education 
to Cape May.

It was a heady time with college enrollments 
of county students rising by 43% in the next 
five years. The $15 million campus was buzzing 
and the future looked bright. 

Atlantic Cape, one of only two community 

colleges in the state to service more than one 
county, prospered. That prosperity was in part 
fueled by growth in the casino and entertain-
ment industries, with the college setting up a 
gaming institute and expanding a successful 
culinary training program.

The FY 2010 financial statements showed 
over 7,000 credit students at the college’s 
three campuses. Management reported in 
those statements that the “college’s financial 
outlook for the future is positive.”
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Bill Barlow

PJ Simonis, a falconer with East Coast Falcons, drew a lot of attention in the early afternoon Sept. 2, as he called in Blackberry, a falcon 
that has been patrolling the resort’s skies to keep the resident seagulls on alert. The group also uses a great horned owl and hawks 
under a city contract. Officials said the gulls were getting out of control. Reports are that the program has been remarkably successful. 


