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Reopening 
Starts in Earnest 

By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - This past week, the move to 
reopen the county began to gain steam.

The county’s Recovery Initiative Task Force 
submitted a plan for a phased restart of the re-
gion’s tourism-based economy. Citing the unique 
vulnerability of the county’s seasonal economy, 
describing what it termed a “mild outbreak” 
of COVID-19, and including a set of mitigation 
protocols that it claimed could safely substitute 
for stay-at-home restrictions, the county’s plan 
sought a “ramp” to its core July/August summer 
season.

On the same day, the county’s plan proceeded 
north. 

The county’s namesake resort, Cape May, 
relaxed its earlier total restriction on short-term 
rentals, allowing a capacity-controlled opening 
of lodging facilities with a schedule that was 
identical to that proposed in the county plan.

Beaches began to reopen across the county, 
with limitations on their use and expectations of 

Wildwood Catholic Hopes for a Second Save
By BILL BARLOW

NORTH WILDWOOD – A decade ago, Chrissy 
Casiello was a senior at Wildwood Catholic High 
School, facing the stress, euphoria and pressures 
that come with graduation. 

There also was an additional problem. Officials 
with the Diocese of Camden announced plans to 
close her school.

A large-scale community campaign, in 2010, 
raised enough money to keep the school afloat. 
Now, her younger sister, a sophomore at the 
school, is facing the same worry.

The Diocese of Camden announced that Wild-
wood Catholic High School and Cape Trinity Cath-
olic Elementary School, which share a building, 
were two of the five schools that would close at 
the end of the term June 30. In an official state-

ment, the diocese cited declining enrollments and 
a lack of local fundraising.

“I went through this 10 years ago. We went 
through the same thing,” said Casiello, who owns 
a local business. 

At that time, community members raised hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars to keep the school 
open. With her sister, Kimmy Casiello, two years 
away from graduating, she’s counting on the 
community to come through again.

Pushing to Raise $1M 
According to Carole Pantalone, one of the or-

ganizers of the previous Save Wildwood Catholic 
effort, there is reason to be hopeful. She is on the 
school board and is again working to keep her 
beloved school in the Wildwoods.
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Reopening Restaurants 
Essential to Recovery
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Feeding with Fish Through a Crisis

Lund’s Produces 
Despite Outbreak

By KAREN KNIGHT

CAPE MAY - Fresh and frozen seafood has 
been leaving Lund’s Fisheries Inc., in Cape May, 
despite an initial slowdown from COVID-19 
restrictions closing many restaurants and other 
food establishments.

The company received federal funding to help 
offset expenses during the pandemic and has been 
able to keep its five facilities operating.

“I can’t say we’ve been necessarily profitable 
during this time,” said Wayne Reichle, president 
and owner, “but it was important to us that our 
employees and their families knew they could 
depend on us during this time. “The federal 
funding will help offset costs such as labor, leases 
and other expenses.”

No employees were laid off as a result of 
the virus, according to Reichle. There are 150 
employees between their facilities in Cape May 
and Bridgeton. They have two facilities on the 
West Coast and another was recently added in 
Bedford, MA.
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Lawmakers: The Time is 
Now to Reopen Business

By SHAY RODDY

COURT HOUSE - The time has 
come to reopen the doors to small 
businesses, a state senator and two 
assemblymen say. 

“This is what happens when you 
fail to plan. Plan to fail,” said state 
Sen. Mike Testa (R-1st), harshly crit-
icizing Gov. Phil Murphy. 

Standing in front of an open garage 
door, showcasing an empty tasting 
room at COHO Brewery, chairs 
stacked and staff absent, the group 
said enough is enough. 

“I just want to highlight the stark 
contrast between Home Depot’s bus-
tling parking lot across the street and 
COHO’s parking lot, which was one 
time full with energy and customers,” 
said Testa, gesturing to the big-box home improvement store across Indian 
Trail Road, which has been deemed essential and allowed to remain open 
throughout the pandemic. 

“This is about big government picking winners, across the street, 
and losers, in this parking lot,” Testa said, calling Murphy’s reopening 
commission a “fraud.” 

SEN. MIKE TESTA (R-1ST)

Some in County Want 
Reopening to Slow Down 

By BILL BARLOW 

CAPE MAY – On May 8, Legislators gathered outside a Middle Township 
brewery to demand immediate action from Gov. Phil Murphy on a timeline 
to reopen the Cape May County economy. 

Sen. Michael Testa, joined by Assemblymen Antwan McClellan and Erik 
Simonsen, argued that if small businesses do not reopen soon many may 
close for good (see related story). The Republican lawmakers represent 
Cape May, Cumberland and part of Atlantic County. 

Not everyone in the county agrees. A Cape May resident’s recent letter 
to Murphy asks the governor to slow the process, not accelerate it. The 
proposal from Bob Dreyfuss flies in the face of the assertions made by the 
Legislators. 

Working with Terri Amig of Court House, he wrote: “While we under-
stand that keeping businesses closed to anything like the usual volume of 
summer vacationers is a hardship for those businesses, we ask that you do 
not make an exception for Cape May County to the overall state policy of 
gradual, step-by-step opening according to what’s best for the health and 
safety of New Jersey’s population.”

It is gaining attention. 
After Dreyfuss posted the letter to social media, 79 people put their 

names down in agreement before it was sent to Murphy. 
“I was talking to some friends, and it just occurred to us, there is a push 

to reopen both the county and Cape May City and I don’t know what it’s 
based on,” Dreyfuss said in a recent interview. 

County named 
seventh-most vulnerable to 

virus-related recession

By VINCE CONTI

CAPE MAY - Food and beverage sales are a ma-
jor contributor to Cape May County’s $6.6 billion 
tourism economy. According to county estimates, 
this sector of the local economy accounts for over 
$1.5 billion annually in consumer spending.

The question is how to safely free restaurants 
from the current, COVID-19-imposed restrictions 
in ways that do not endanger public health.

Cape May City Council May 5 discussed ways 
to allow restaurants to utilize outside surrounding 
space and even streets for table arrangements, 
which would promote appropriate social dis-

tancing for diners. Local business owner, Curtis 
Bashaw, urged the city to modify existing or-
dinances on outdoor dining,  permitting more 
extensive outside service, including closed streets 
and sidewalk areas. 
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Courtesy of lundsfish.com
The COVID-19 pandemic hit during the fishing industry’s “transition” period between sum-
mer and winter fishing. Here, squid is cleaned, as the five Lund’s Fisheries Inc. facilities in 
the U.S. were able to keep operating. No employees were laid off.

 Bill Barlow
Sophomore Kimmy Casiello is not ready to consider other options, even as the 
Camden Diocese announced that Wildwood Catholic High School would close in 
June. She hopes community efforts will keep the school open.


