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What’s
THIS?

The Herald is now available 
for purchase inside select local stores.

This new, paid in-store service 
supplements our traditional, 

free distribution.
Your purchase helps support local 

journalism.  Thank you!
See Page A8 for more info.
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OPINION

Analysis

Races, Questions to Watch Nov. 3
By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE – Elections deserve appropri-
ate attention, but some are more controversial 
than others. In Cape May County Nov. 3, resi-
dents have a few ballots that warrant watching.

One race to watch is New Jersey’s 2nd Con-
gressional District, between first-term Republi-
can incumbent Jeff Van Drew and Democrat Amy 
Kennedy. The most recent Monmouth University 
poll puts Kennedy ahead, 49% to 44%, while 
several other pundits, the Cook Political Report 
among them, are calling the race a toss-up.

Van Drew faces his first run for reelection as a 
congressman after switching parties and publicly 

supporting President Donald Trump. Although 
registered Democrats outnumber Republicans, 
in the district, the race is likely to be decided 
by the unaffiliated voters. Indications are that 
Van Drew’s switch of party affiliation will be on 
voters’ minds.

Three public questions made it onto the state 
ballot. One controversial question is the use of 
adult recreational marijuana. 

The state has a medical marijuana program. 
Gov. Phil Murphy tried to get legislation allowing 
recreational use of the drug for two years. Now, 
the question will be left to the voters. 

While a lot of early talk focused on the tax 
revenues from legal marijuana, the intense dis-

cussions this year on social justice and policing 
lent new support to the measure’s proponents. 
People of color are far more likely to be charged 
with marijuana possession, according to a 2020 
American Civil Liberties Union report (https://
bit.ly/3jSFgIi).  

The first states to legalize the use of marijuana 
recreationally were Washington and Colorado, 
in 2012. When New Jerseyans vote, 11 states 
adopted some form of recreational marijuana 
legalization.

In anticipation of an expanded medical mari-
juana program or voter approval for recreational 
use, several county municipalities started to alter 
land use ordinances in ways that will prevent the 

sale of the drug within municipal boundaries. 
 Another question asks voters to approve 

postponing the redrawing of legislative district 
boundaries if federal census counts are delayed. 
Both sides of this question were vocal. At issue 
is when the district mapping for state legislative 
positions is done in response to the decennial cen-
sus. Federal redistricting for congressional seats 
is separate and unaffected by this ballot question.

Those who oppose the measure say it delays 
“rightful representation” for two years, and it is 
being done in a way that makes an unnecessary 
permanent change to the state constitution. Sup-
porters say it represents a chance to “get it right.” 
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Winter’s Coming
 Restaurants Seek Expansion of Indoor Dining 

Capacity as Weather Cools

By BILL BARLOW

COURT HOUSE – Dennis Roberts, at the Bellevue Tavern, in Court House, 
said he’s been lucky this summer, with room for outside tables and a loyal 
clientele.

September marked his best month since the advent of COVID-19. Was it a 
good month compared to the same time last year? Not even close.

Restaurants in Cape May County and throughout New Jersey suffered a 
beating this year. After a remarkably strong beginning to 2020, restaurants 
were among the hardest hit industries this spring, and most endured a dismal 
summer, with reduced capacity, reluctant customers, and new procedures 
enacted to keep customers and staff members safe.

Many restaurants won’t make it, especially independent ones that make up 
most of Cape May County’s eateries. Marilou Halvorsen, president, New Jersey 
Restaurant and Hospitality Association, estimates that as many as 35% of the 
state’s independent restaurants could permanently close by the end of the year.

In Cape May County, Vicki Clark, president, Cape May County Chamber of 
Commerce, believes the local losses won’t be quite that high, but she expects 
2020’s impact on the industry to be felt for years to come.

“Even if it’s 10%, that would be significant,” she said. “Restaurants are the 
single-largest employer statewide.”

Towns throughout the county eased rules and reworked ordinances to help 
restaurants stay afloat, from allowing public consumption of alcohol, in Cape 
May and North Wildwood, to simplifying the process for restaurants to offer 
outside dining, in Stone Harbor and Upper Township. 

Most towns made some accommodation, and Clark said multiple days of 
good weather helped keep outdoor tables a viable option. 

As the weather cools, sitting outside for dinner may become a tougher sell. 
Gov. Phil Murphy allowed inside dining, but only at a quarter of the usual 
capacity. According to Halvorsen, that is not enough.

A Difficult Year All-around
“The spring was not very good. We were only allowed to do takeout,” 

said Roberts. The restaurant offered value meals that could feed a family, 
which proved popular, he said, but some of the high-profit items that sustain 
food service places, like alcohol sales and desserts, are rarely included in a 
takeout order.

When Murphy cleared restaurants for outside dining, business returned, 
to some degree, but, as Roberts said, he was lucky, with enough room to set 
up outside tables. 

Van Drew: Politics 
Hinders Progress

By ERIN LEDWON

RIO GRANDE – 
“Everyone (Demo-
crats and Republi-
cans) wants to do 
the (coronavirus re-
lief) bill,” said U.S. 
Rep. Jeff Van Drew 
(R -2nd) ,  dur ing 
an Oct. 7 meeting 
with Herald staff 
and Cape Issues 
members. “The dif-
ference is what was 
put in the bill.” 

He noted there 
were several things 
in  the bi l l  that 
caused it not to go 
through, including 
$2,500 stimulus 
checks for undocu-
mented immigrants. He said there are 17-year-
old Americans who can’t get the stimulus, “but 
these folks were automatically going to get the 
stimulus, which was something we thought was 
inappropriate, especially considering all the cost 
and money that we’re already spending.”

The Green New Deal was also mixed in with 
the bill, according to Van Drew.

“These things have nothing to do with the 
COVID relief package at all, and they shouldn’t 
have been in there,” he said. “If you want to do 
those things, that’s fine. You can have that debate 
and have that argument. Some will vote for it 

By SHAY RODDY

WEST WILDWOOD – Commissioners and 
taxpayers squared off over the issue of challenged 
voter registrations in an Oct. 7 public meeting 
conducted via Zoom. 

Over 80 voter registrations were reportedly 
challenged ahead of the November election for 
Borough Commission by incumbent Commis-
sioner Amy Korobellis, and Debbie Fox, Mayor 
Christopher Fox’s wife, in what some have called 
a voter suppression scheme. 

Homeowners were required to participate in an 
Oct. 6 hearing in front of the Cape May County 
Board of Elections to prove their eligibility, the 
Press of Atlantic City reported. 

John Banning, candidate for Borough Commis-
sion, reportedly saw his registration challenged 
despite the fact he ran against Korobellis in a 
special election, in 2019, to fill a seat left open 
when a commissioner resigned mid-term. 

At the hearing, 25 challenges were heard, and 
the board dismissed 23 while upholding two, the 
report said. 

Taxpayers were quick to jump on the issue the 

next day when commissioners made their first 
public appearance since the hearings. 

Helen Rao, a second homeowner, began ques-
tioning Korobellis about her involvement before 
she was cut off. 

“Can I stop you right there?” Korobellis said, 
stopping Rao mid-question. “This is not the meet-
ing to be political. This is a separate meeting. I’m 
sorry. I will not answer your question. This is po-
litical, and this is not the meeting to talk political 
or election stuff. I’m sorry. I will not answer any 
of your questions.” 

Fox came to her aid, saying that election ques-
tions would not be discussed at borough meetings, 
insinuating that doing so could get them into 
legal trouble. 

“What is the forum to have a conversation 
about this?” Rao asked in response, which first 
drew silence until Solicitor Mary D’Arcy Bittner 
spoke. 

“Mr. Mayor, I would just like to reiterate what 
you and Commissioner Korobellis had been say-
ing. This forum, by law, is for public comment on 
governmental issues that affect the public body’s 
function. To even speculate on another forum for 

your private business would be inappropriate,” 
Bittner said. 

“Here’s my comment on the upcoming election, 
because the mayor and commissioner...,” Rao 
responded before Bittner interrupted her to speak 
to Donna Frederick, borough clerk and facilitator 
of the Zoom meeting. 

Bittner asked Frederick to mute Rao’s audio, 
citing law that restricts public comments to issues 
related to the public body’s function.

“I just muted her, solicitor,” Frederick re-
sponded. 

Rao would cut back in, taking control, and 
unmuting herself, where she questioned the 
hypocrisy of the direction, given comments made 
in prior meetings by commissioners, warning that 
voter registrations would be closely watched this 
election season. 

At the September public meeting, Commission-
er Scott Golden took a moment toward the end 
to warn the public about fraudulent registrations.

“They’re taking all voter registration very seri-
ously and investigating anything that seems out of 
the ordinary to them, just to put that out there,” 

W. Wildwood Residents Contest Voter 
Registration Challenges

Eric Conklin

U.S. Rep. Jeff Van Drew 
(R-2nd) masks up for 
a meeting with Herald 
staff and Cape Issues 
members Oct. 7. 

(Page A10 Please)

Bill Barlow
The Bellevue Tavern, in Court House, offers outside dining to patrons 
amid the pandemic.


