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Al Campbell 

Runners carry flags toward Stone Harbor 
American Legion Post 331 to honor Ma-
rine Corps Capt. Ryan K. Iannelli Sept. 
26 during New Jersey Run for the Fallen.

Will County Sue Over AG’s 
Directive Ending ICE Pact?
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Second Homeowners Seek a Vote

Taxpayer Groups Forming a Regional Partnership

New Plan for Old Library
By RACHEL ROGISH

WILDWOOD CREST – Since the facade of 
the south wall collapsed due to high winds in 
2018, Wildwood Crest Borough Commission-
ers have debated the former library’s future. 

According to Commissioner Joyce Gould, 
expenses and safety concerns should have 
sealed the issue. She suggested tearing it down 
for a parking lot. 

However, Mayor Don Cabrera and Com-
missioner David Thompson share a different 
vision. By creating a communal “living room,” 
said Cabrera, both residents and guests could 
use the space for multiple purposes/functions.  

William McLees of William McLees Architec-
ture, LLC submitted a $2.6 million proposed 
budget in December 2018 for the project. 
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NJ Run for the 
Fallen Traverses 
Length of Cape 

May County
By AL CAMPBELL

STONE HARBOR - New Jersey Run for the 
Fallen Sept. 26 went from Cape May Point to 
Ocean City. It stopped to honor two service 
members here, one before the bridge in Middle 
Township and another at the Avalon border.

Along the way, every few miles and in be-
tween, runners stopped at honor markers to 
pay homage to fallen New Jersey service mem-
bers. There are about 200 statewide, according 
to the New Jersey Run for the Fallen website.

Part of the trek wended its way north on 
Ocean Drive where, just west of the Ocean 
Drive bridge, the runners paid respects to Staff 
Sgt. Thomas A. Walkup Jr., U.S. Air Force. The 
25-year-old was a Millville resident who died 
in action Nov. 23, 2003, Kapisa, Afghanistan.

After that honor, they crossed the bridge 
toward Stephen Ludlam American Legion 
Post 331. 

At that solemn spot, the runners honored 
Marine Corps Capt. Ryan K. Iannelli, of Clarks-
boro. He was 27 when he died in action Sept. 
28, 2011 in Operation Enduring Freedom. His 
parents Ken and Donna Iannelli were greeted 
by the runners who had saluted Iannelli min-
utes prior. 

Heading north, the runners went up Second 
Avenue to the Stone Harbor Firehouse where 
they honored Army Capt. Gregory Dalessio of 
Cherry Hill. He was 30 years old when he died 
during Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Stone Harbor Elementary students greeted 
the runners and sang “God Bless America” as 
they waved American flags.

Dalessio’s mother, Maureen Pagano, and 
stepfather, Tom Pagano, were there to hear the 

By VINCE CONTI

CREST HAVEN - Cape May County Free-
holder Director Gerald Thornton promised 
legal action. He stated in a release (http://
bit.ly/2njJzo9) that the county would “take 
this matter all the way to the Supreme Court 
if necessary.” 

Monmouth County Sheriff Shaun Gold-
en said he would continue to seek “legal 
remedies” to what he termed a “sanctuary 
directive.”  

Ocean County filed its suit (http://bit.
ly/2mCZhKu) in federal court Dec. 18. 

What all three counties were reacting to is 
the state’s constraints on local law enforcement 
cooperation with federal immigration enforce-
ment actions. 

New Jersey Attorney General (AG) Gurbir 
Grewal Sept. 27 reissued his Immigrant 
Trust Directive of November 2018 (http://
bit.ly/2mD5CFL). The directive limits the 
participation of local law enforcement officers 
in civil immigration enforcement operations 

conducted by Immigration and Customs En-
forcement (ICE) agents.

The updated directive ends the 287(g) agree-
ments entered into by the Monmouth and Cape 
May County Sheriff’s Offices. 

The directive states that, “No state, county, 
or local law enforcement authority shall enter 
into, modify, renew, or extend any agreement 
to exercise federal immigration authority pur-
suant to Section 287(g) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act, 8 U.S.C. § 1357(g), and they 
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By BILL BARLOW

WEST WILDWOOD - If you learned anything 
about the American Revolution, the phrase, 
“No taxation without representation” likely 
appeared in the lesson.

The argument had been made before, as 
early as the English Civil War, more than a 
century prior. The argument continues today 
along the Jersey shore, as a group of shore town 

property owners look for a say in how their tax 
money gets spent.

“What we wanted to do is become a voice 
for those without a voice,” said Jay Weintraub. 
He lives in Bucks County, Pa. and owns a sum-
mer home in Margate, where close to 70% of 
properties are owned by people whose primary 
residence is elsewhere. There, and in other 
Jersey shore towns, most of the taxes that fund 
local budgets are paid by homeowners who call 

somewhere else home.
As has taken place in many shore towns, 

Margate property owners banded together to 
form a taxpayer group, the Margate Home-
owner Association. Weintraub, the owner of 
Weintraub Financial Services, said in a recent 
interview that it’s time for the next step, to 
form a regional advocacy group, what he de-
scribed as an association of associations.
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Bill Barlow

Houses and duplexes along the beach in Ocean City are often assessed in the millions of dollars. Many will stand empty most of the 
time until next summer. Some property owners want more of a say in how their tax money gets spent. 

Trish Sinnott, president, CTWWW

Artist’s rendering of “Living Room” in Wildwood Crest.
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