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The Herald is now available 
for purchase inside select local stores.
This new, paid in-store service 
supplements our traditional, 
free distribution.
Your purchases/donations help  
support local journalism. 
Thank you!
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Analysis 
By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - In the last few years, school board 
elections across the county have taken on an impor-
tance they were seldom given before. 

In 2017, Cape May County’s school districts had 44 
open seats on school boards. Only 43 candidates filed 
petitions to run. Of the 17 districts with elections, only 
Wildwood – with four candidates for three seats – was 
contested. 

By 2022, eight of the 17 districts saw contested 
school board elections, with 63 candidates on the ballot 
running for 44 seats.

Emotions over school board choices became more 
animated with Covid restrictions when schools closed. 
After their return to in-person instruction, schools 
dealt with state-mandated masks and social distancing 

By SHAY RODDY

AVALON – With a $21 million sale price, a 
double lot on the beachfront in Avalon set a real 
estate record on the Seven Mile Island.  

By COLLIN HALL 

AVALON – Voices rang once again from the Angelus Community Singers, a 
volunteer choral group that has joined local singers for over half a century, as 
they performed for the first time in three years as part of Avalon’s Veteran’s 
Day ceremony Nov. 11. 

The group was once extremely active year-round at fundraisers, churches 
and festive events. But the group’s performances were put on pause by the 
Covid pandemic, a common motif across the county and the nation.

The Angelus Community Singers were founded in 1965 as part of the 
now-defunct Angelus Convalescent Home, which once stood tall on 314 East 
Pine near the Wildwood boardwalk. The center was largely run by nuns tasked 
with caring for those of advanced age as they prepared for death. 

The choral group was founded to bring joy to the home and to spread the 
joy of music across the county. 

The group lives on as a nonprofit, even though the Angelus Convalescent 
Home was demolished to make way for a parking lot. 

Their mission remains the same: to spread joy during hardship. Their new 
director, Ruthann Waldie, said that the choral group does deeply important 

School Board Elections: Sleepy No More
regulations.

As schools tried to bring students back into the 
classroom another concern took center stage for many 
parents. There was a fear among some that schools were 
being used to indoctrinate students on issues of racism 
and sexuality. Some states moved to pass legislation 
against teaching what they termed divisive subjects. 

“Critical race theory” became a catchphrase for this 
emotionally charged debate.

This year, the focus of discontent has been on New 
Jersey standards for sex education. The focus has been 
on how those standards apply to elementary and middle 
school grades. In the November elections for school 
boards across Cape May County, evidence suggests 
that this concern about the new standards cost some 
incumbents their seats.

In Ocean City, a slate of candidates voicing strong 
opposition to the new standards ousted four incumbents 

$21M Avalon Sale Sets Record

Shay Roddy
Seen from the 68th Street beach path, two lots which sold to the same buyer for a combined $21 million, set new real estate transaction 
records in Avalon. The undisclosed buyer will knock down the 2008 house shown to build a new 8,000-plus square-foot mansion across 
both lots, the realtor who sold the properties said.

Angelus Community Singers Make a Comeback 
with a New Director and New Energy

Joe Butler, of A. Lewis Purdy Real Estate, told 
the Herald the side-by-side lots just steps from 
the 68th Street beach path will host an 8,000-
plus square-foot “dream home” for the buyer, a 
businessman whose identity was not disclosed.  

The home was purchased under an LLC.
“The exclusivity of a 110’ x 110’ lot in south-

ern Avalon is something I cannot stress enough. 

Collin Hall
A row of men – equipped with deep voices – sing as a part of the 
Angelus Community Singers at Avalon’s Veteran’s Day ceremony 
Nov. 11.

File Photo

Herald Seeks 
Christmas 

Submissions
The Herald is seeking readers’ stories, 

recipes, poems and photographs for the 
Christmas edition, Dec. 21. Deadline is Dec. 
9, at 5 p.m.

Email submissions to newsdesk@cmcher-
ald.com. Be sure to include YULE SUBMIS-
SION in the subject line for all emails.

Writers using U.S. Postal Service should 
address their work to Cape May County 
Herald, Attn: YULE SUBMISSION, 1508 
Route 47, Rio Grande, NJ 08242. Electronic 
submissions are preferred.

Submissions should include the first and 
last name of the person submitting them, as 
well as their town, i.e. Stone Harbor, Erma, 
Seaville, etc.

Those submitting a photo(s) should include 
the names, ages, and towns of those in the 
photo, as well as the name of the person who 
took the photo.


