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The Herald is now available 
for purchase inside select local stores.

This new, paid in-store service 
supplements our traditional, 

free distribution.
Your purchases/donations help support 
local journalism. See article below for 

more information. Thank you!

What’s
THIS?

Your $1 Helps 
Herald Deliver More

RIO GRANDE – In cooperation with select local 
stores, the Herald is seeking the support of our 
loyal readers to help fund our journalism activities. 
Your $1 purchase or donation helps strengthen the 
Herald just when local journalism is needed the 
most, but when our local advertisers are suffering 
greatly too.

As it has for over 50 years, advertising supports 
most of our print newspaper circulation, but as our 
advertisers struggle in these Covid challenged 
times, so does the Herald.  This means less 
income to support the significant cost of reporting 
the news, printing and delivering papers each 
week. Meanwhile, demand for the Herald is 
stronger than ever.  Less money to serve more 
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Analysis

A Look Back at 2020 in CMCo
By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - The year’s news was domi-
nated by the pandemic, but a surprising number 
of other issues also held the county’s attention in 
2020.

Pre-Covid in Cape May County
There is an ongoing debate about when the 

SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes Covid, arrived 
in the U.S. There is no debate on when the nation 
became aware of it. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) Jan. 9 
announced the presence of a mysterious coronavi-

rus-related pneumonia, in Wuhan, China. Less than 
two weeks later, Jan. 21, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) confirmed the first 
U.S. case. By the end of the month, Jan. 31, WHO 
issued a global health emergency.

In Cape May County, the news story that 
dwarfed others was not about the virus, but rather 

about the impeachment trial of President Donald 
Trump and the party switch announced by U.S. 
Rep. Jeff Van Drew (R-2nd). 

The president held a rally, in Wildwood, largely 
in recognition of Van Drew’s support during the 
impeachment vote in the House of Representatives.
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Keeping Zoo Free
Additional Parking and 

More Planned

By BILL BARLOW

COURT HOUSE – Those who had a 
strict upbringing know that after the 
holidays comes the thank-you notes. 

It’s no different for the Cape May 
County Zoo’s animals, except it’s their 
human friends who have loaded the 
Facebook page of the Cape May County 
Zoo AAZK Chapter with images of ani-
mals enjoying their gifts, thanking zoo 
patrons by name. 

That includes a photo of a speckled 
owl named Lenny watching a show about 
wildlife on a donated DVD player, with 
a shout out to the giver. The same for 
Nacho, an emperor tamarin, with its new 
blanket, and Bella the lion, who got new 

canvases as she learns to paint. The zoo 
plans to auction the completed images.

The page features bears and monkeys, 
giraffes and zebras, a happy-looking 
skunk, and many more enjoying gifts 
chosen from a list prepared by the zoo-
keepers. 

One thanks unlikely to be sent by the 
grandkids: On Jan. 1, the staff posted im-
ages of goats chowing down on the green 
needles of donated Christmas trees, along 
with a promise to share more. 

The active and popular page helps the 
zoo remain connected to the public. 

“I can’t say enough about the employ-
ees in the park and zoo,” said E. Marie 
Hayes, the county commissioner who 
oversees the county parks system, in-
cluding the zoo. “Those animals are like 
members of their families.” 

She said she was astonished when 
she first dealt with the death of one of 

the animals, with zoo staff members 
inconsolable over the loss. Visitors, too, 
build strong, emotional connections to 
the animals, which keeps them coming 
back each year.

‘Bursting at the Seams’ 
The zoo opened in 1978, with some 

spider monkeys, barnyard animals, 
and New Jersey wildlife, along with an 
African lion. For years, park personnel 
constructed the exhibits as they added 
species, building out the zoo on land 
donated to the county in the 1940s; 
40 acres that were once the Matthews 
plantation. 

The expansion continued for decades, 
with a major step coming in 1989, when 
the zoo became accredited by the Asso-
ciation of Zoos and Aquariums, meaning 
the zoo meets commission standards for 
animal care, conservation, and more. 
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Covid Update: Vaccine Registration Website Goes Live  
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Daily New Resident Cases 7-Day Moving Average

COVID-19:  New Resident Cases by Day

Source:  Cape May County Health Department

March 18th, 2020   ›››    ›››     ›››   ›››     ›››     ›››   ›››     ›››     ›››   ›››     ›››   ›››     ›››   ›››     ›››    ›››    ›››    ›››    ›››    ›››  January 4th, 2021

By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - Jan. 4 marks 10 months 
since the first case of Covid was confirmed in 
New Jersey.  Two weeks later, a case emerged 
in Cape May County. Since then, the county 
reported 4,523 cases.

This week (Dec. 29-Jan. 4) added 366 new 
county resident cases to that total. During the 
same week, county health officials removed 
308 individuals from quarantine. 

With new cases rising faster than existing 
cases are removed from quarantine, the coun-
ty’s active case total rose by 49 individuals, 
standing at 519. There were also five additional 
nonresident cases this week, all listed in Cape 
May, where an outbreak at the U.S. Coast 
Guard Training Center Cape May accounted for 
nonresident positives over the last few weeks.

There were nine new Covid-related fatalities 
this week, bringing the total of residents who 
succumbed to the virus to 143. The most recent 
death was an 88-year-old man associated with 
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310-seat Restaurant Proposed for Avalon Dunes
By VINCE CONTI

AVALON – Developer Tim Kerr has an ap-
plication before Avalon’s Planning and Zoning 
Board for a 310-seat restaurant and bar, at 2800 
Boardwalk, the site of a building, located at 29th 
Street and the beach, that houses a pizza parlor, 
indoor arcade and ice cream shop. 

The proposal, in an area zoned as public con-
servation, would require numerous variances. The 
Planning and Zoning Board scheduled a meeting 
Jan. 12, 2021, to consider the application.

The application calls for the demolition of the 
building, which represents a non-conforming use, 
and the construction of a 44-foot high, two-story 
structure, with a 310-seat restaurant, banquet 
facilities, bar, ice cream parlor, and outdoor 
deck seating on part of the second floor. A liquor 
license would be needed to operate the bar for 

Bill Barlow

Visitors and staff had to adjust to a new reality at the Cape May 
County Zoo during the pandemic, but not much changed for the 
animals. The zoo became so popular that plans are in the works 
to expand parking. There seems to be no interest from officials in 
starting to charge admission at the popular attraction. 

Provided

Artist’s rendering of the proposed new building, at 2800 Boardwalk, in Avalon. 

banquet events.
The decision to carry further discussion into the 

Jan. 12 meeting followed a Dec. 1 Planning and 
Zoning Board meeting, at which some residents 

who have homes in the proposed structure’s vicin-
ity voiced opposition to the plan and questioned 
its many variance requests. 


