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The Herald is now available 
for purchase inside select local stores.

This new, paid in-store service 
supplements our traditional, 

free distribution.
Your purchase helps support local 

journalism.  Thank you!
See Page A35 for more info.
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Economy, Diversity, COVID-19 

Among Freeholder Debate Topics
By BILL BARLOW

CAPE MAY - Infrastructure concerns, county 
spending, nepotism, questions of inclusion and 
more were on the table for a debate among the five 
Cape May County freeholder candidates Oct. 14.

Incumbents Will Morey, of Wildwood Crest, 
and Jeffrey Pierson, of Upper Township, are run-
ning as Republicans for an all-Republican board.

Democratic candidates Brendan Sciarra and 
Elizabeth Casey argue that it is past time for 
some other opinions in the county government. 
Sciarra, who owns a Wildwood restaurant, is also 
Cape May County’s Democratic chairman. Casey, 
who made an unsuccessful run for a seat on the 
board last year, is an attorney who lives in Upper 
Township.

Ryan Troiano, a fifth candidate, running as an 
independent, also participated in the debate. He 
spoke of his service as a Wildwood firefighter. 
He has been a Republican throughout his life but 
decided to run as an independent this year.

That means he will not be obligated to any party 
or political machine, he argued at the debate, 
which was presented by the Cape May County 
League of Women Voters, a non-partisan organiza-
tion celebrating a century this year. It was founded 
shortly before the 19th Amendment was ratified, 

enshrining women’s right to vote in the U.S.
The organization’s debates have long been a 

touchstone in Cape May County politics, held 
for years in the historic Courthouse building, 
on Main Street, in Court House, with partisans 
for the various candidates and undecided voters 
crowded into the  hard-wooden seats.

This year, as with many traditions, things were 
different. The event was held at Congress Hall, 
in Cape May, with strict limits to the number of 
people who could attend in person. Only candi-
dates, their invited guests, and league members 
were allowed in the room.

Middle Business Leaders 
Gather to Hear from Candidates

By BILL BARLOW

BURLEIGH – Most of the people on Middle 
Township’s ballot, from a state Senate candidate 
to some running for school board, made an ap-
pearance at a meet-the-candidates event, at The 
Shore Club Oct. 15.

The event was held outside because of the 
amount of people attending, on a back patio 
overlooking the golf course, which was formerly 
known as Wildwood Golf and Country Club. 
The Middle Township Chamber of Commerce 
organized the dinner.  

Participants included candidates for Middle 

Township Committee, five people running for 
freeholder, and U.S. Rep. Jeff Van Drew (R-2nd). 
His opponent, Democratic candidate Amy Kenne-
dy, sent a video introduction.

Rik Mehta, the Republican candidate for state 
Senate, also made an appearance, saying New 
Jersey needs to send someone to Washington 
who will fight for the state. Sen. Cory Booker 
did not attend. 

In her recorded comments, Kennedy cited her 
local connections and said her campaign is focused 
on the needs of small business owners.

“Not only in this pandemic, but the difficult 
struggles that you’ve had over the past several 
years, and how we could have a plan to move 
forward and make sure that our economy is 
strengthened in the process,” she said.

Van Drew spoke about American exceptional-
ism, a topic he often raises in speeches. He said 
citizens need to protect that exceptionalism and 
respect the American flag and all it stands for. 

His campaign called for a strong America, and 
he said he believes in strong education, a strong 
economy, and strong support for police and those 
serving in the military.

Van Drew was the first to speak at the event. 
His staff members said he had another event that 

Freeholder Actions

Board OKs Middle Thorofare Bridge’s $7.5M Rehab, 
Urges ‘No’ Vote on Recreational Marijuana

By AL CAMPBELL

CREST HAVEN - The Middle Thorofare Bridge, 
linking the Wildwoods and Lower Township, will 
get a $7.5-million rehabilitation. Freeholders 
approved a contract with South State Inc., of 
Bridgeton, at their Oct. 13 meeting. 

The contract calls for an Oct. 14 start date “and 
expiring upon project completion and closeout...”

Funding will come from bond ordinance 1-18B.
The bridge has had frequent electrical up-

grades. It has been struck by fishing vessels, 
been stuck open, at times, in hot weather, and 
caused delays in Ocean Drive traffic, as vessels 
pass under, requiring the bascule span to rise.

FOP Contract OK’d
Freeholders, at the same meeting, approved an 

agreement between the Fraternal Order of Police 
Lodge 7, which represents uniformed correction 
officers and correction officer sergeants. 

According to County Counsel Jeffrey Lindsay, 
“Not much changed from the previous contract 
– some clean-up language and increases to the 
salary guide that averages 3.5% annually, which 
is consistent with increases the other county 
bargaining units received in this latest series of 
contracts.”

The contract covers a period from Jan. 1, 2018, 
to Dec. 31, 2021. The resolution states that the 

county adopted a resolution for a memorandum 
of agreement Nov. 12, 2019.

Oppose Marijuana Legalization
By unanimous vote, freeholders passed a res-

olution in opposition to legalizing recreational 
marijuana. The question is to be decided at the 
Nov. 3 election. It was introduced in the state 
Senate but pulled because it lacked support. 

The board fears the constitutional amendment 
“does not limit the amount of THC that can be 
infused into a cannabis product; it can be sold in 
candy form, which is attractive to young children, 
and as oil in vaping devices.”

The resolution further cited other states, where 

the substance has been legalized, that have expe-
rienced increases in emergency room visits, and 
drug-related problems. 

It noted that passage would limit municipal 
ability to ban the sale of cannabis within their 
borders. Tax revenue generated by the sale “is far 
outweighed by the detriment it will have to the 
health and public safety of New Jersey residents.”

Seek Block Grant
Under a state Department of Community 

Affairs block grant, the county applied for $1.1 
million to support COVID relief. 

Artwork Wins American Kidney 
Fund’s Calendar Contest

By KAREN KNIGHT

WOODBINE - Last Thanksgiving, Khloe Sudol, 
10, of Woodbine, was experiencing a cough, 
headache, and other symptoms, which doctors 
thought might be bronchitis or a sinus infection. 

When her health conditions worsened, a trip to 
the emergency room was the beginning of what 
her mother, Heather, calls a “nightmare.”

This Thanksgiving, the youngster is hoping for 
a kidney transplant, having been diagnosed with 
a rare genetic disease that destroyed her kidneys. 

In the meantime, she undergoes eight hours 
of dialysis each night to keep her body free from 
wastes that her kidneys can no longer filter.

“That trip was the beginning of the worst week 
of my entire life,” Heather Sudol said. “Blood 
showed up in Khloe’s urine and further testing 
showed her kidneys were shutting down; they 
were destroyed. It was such a shock because we 
had no idea and, all of a sudden, she had to be 
undergoing emergency chemo every day to bring 
down her creatinine levels, a waste product pro-
duced by your muscles.”

Woodbine Girl, 10, Awaits Kidney for Transplant
It was four or five days before they received 

a diagnosis, the mother of three recalled. Her 
daughter has a rare genetic disease called aHUS 
(atypical hemolytic uremic syndrome). 

According to the American Kidney Fund (AKF), 
aHUS is a rare disease that causes too many 
blood clots to form in blood vessels (https://bit.
ly/319xlio). Because these clots block regular 
blood flow to the kidneys, the kidneys are not able 
to get rid of the waste in the body as well as they 
should. Over time, the kidneys become damaged, 
which can lead to kidney failure.

It affects two in one million people in the U.S. 
Sudol said she is not aware of anyone else in her 
family who has the disease.

Besides the nightly dialysis, Khloe Sudol visits 
a Philadelphia hospital every eight weeks for an 
infusion of eculizumab, a chemotherapy drug that 
aims to keep aHUS from returning. Her mother 
said, “The disease is in remission, but the kidney 
damage is done.”

To minimize the risk of rejection, anyone 
considering donating a kidney to Sudol must 
have Type A or Type O blood. Sudol is Type 
A-positive. There are other qualifications, as well, 
which can be found on AKF’s website (https://
bit.ly/35aTYo2). Anyone interested should call 

Public Hears From Candidates
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Provided by Heather Sudol
Khloe Sudol, of Woodbine, won the American 
Kidney Fund’s annual calendar contest to 
bring awareness of kidney disease throughout 
the U.S.


