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Co. Correctional Facility Nears Completion
By AL CAMPBELL

CREST HAVEN – The Cape 
May County Correctional Fa-
cility should be ready for occu-
pation later this month. It has 
been nearly five years, February 
2014, since then-sheriff Gary 
Schaffer unveiled architect’s 
drawings for the new facility.

What was originally planned 
as a two-story building was 
scaled back in an effort to re-
duce cost.

Workers were putting finish-
ing touches on the $38-million 
structure Dec. 19 when the 
Herald toured the building that 
can house up to 320 inmates. 
The aging present jail was de-
signed to hold 188 inmates and 
routinely holds in excess of 200.

Located next to the county 
Veterans Cemetery and sepa-
rated by a black metal fence, 
families of deceased will no 
longer see or hear the inmates. 
Their exercise yards are fully 
enclosed and are a part of each 
of five housing units.

Each of those dayrooms can 
hold 64 inmates.

According to Capt. Charles 
“Chuck” Magill, the design of 
the facility is such that inmates 
will spend the majority of their days in the units. 

Meals, medicine, and visits with an attorney will be done in 
secure rooms accessible directly from the day rooms. 

Less inmate movement in the corridors improves security, 
Magill noted. 

Although confined, inmates will not encounter metal bars 
in corridors or housing units, as in the present facility. Heavy 
glass on controlled doors allows access and makes for an open 

atmosphere.
The old correctional center will be demolished once all 

inmates are transferred into the new facility. In its place will 
be a parking lot for staff members. There is parking in front of 
the facility for the public.

One of the first places inmates will stay is an open booking 
room, free of handcuffs and shackles. There inmates are seated 
as they await their time before a camera and fingerprinting. It 
resembles a waiting room in any public facility. 

Inmates who present a higher 
risk will be placed in separate 
rooms away from others as they 
await their turn, Magill said. 

While in the booking room, 
inmates view a 15-minute orien-
tation video, produced at no-cost 
by students at the Cape May 
County Technical School. They 
will also watch a federally-man-
dated video.

Sheriff Robert Nolan esti-
mated the video, produced 
commercially, would have cost 
about $10,000. He expressed 
gratitude to the students and ad-
ministration for the production.

Inmate’s property is stored 
in space-saving bins in a special 
storeroom on rolling shelves.

To reduce costs of inmate 
hospital stays, there are six 
medical rooms and a dental 
treatment room. The facility’s 
medical program is administered 
by CFG Health Systems, LLC, a 
Marlton-based organization.

Nolan cited a resolution ap-
proved by freeholders Dec. 11 
that would permit seriously-ill 
inmates to be cared for at the 
Monmouth County Correctional 
Institution. The reason for that, 
he said, is because the new 
facility is a clinic whereas the 

Monmouth site has an accredited infirmary.
Private consultation rooms are available so that medical 

matters can be confidentially discussed with physicians and 
nurses, Magill said.

Corrections Officer Lewis Taylor III explained the six Securus 
terminals in each dayroom are where inmate-family video visits 
can be conducted. Terminals can also access Lexus Nexus for 
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Opportunity Zone Targets Investors, Jobs 
By CARL PRICE

VILLAS – Lower Township could be on the verge of 
significant economic growth if a program offered by 
the state takes off. 

Lower Township and Cape May County agreed to 
split the $25,000 cost of a matching grant to pay for 
a study of industries that would economically benefit 
from the proposed “Tech Village” at the Cape May 
County Airport through a resolution that was passed 
at the Dec. 17 Lower Township Council meeting.

As previously reported, the “Tech Village” plan 
calls for a 20,000-square-foot building to be erected 
that overlays the existing commercially-zoned 14-acre 
former Everlon site.

The buildings that would initially house four tech 
companies and employ 130 people are designed to 
retain an aviation aesthetic that resembles aircraft 
hangars. The building is projected to cost $6.5 million.

The long-term plan calls for additional buildings to 

be constructed as the local aerial systems (drones) busi-
ness environment develops over the next few years.

The Department of Treasury has designated the air-
port and surrounding area as an Opportunity Zone that 
would provide federal tax benefits for entrepreneurs 
who invest in the zone.

An Opportunity Zone is an economically-distressed 
community where new investments, under certain 
conditions, may be eligible for preferential tax treat-
ment. Localities qualify as Opportunity Zones if they 
have been nominated for that designation by the state 
and that nomination has been certified by the U.S. 
Treasury secretary.

The nomination is based on the median income of 
residents in the municipality.

According to the New Jersey state website regarding 
the zones, the Opportunity Zones program was enacted 
as part of the 2017 federal Tax Cuts and Jobs Act and 
is designed to drive long-term capital investments into 
low-income rural and urban communities.

This federal program provides opportunities for 
private investors to support investments in distressed 
communities through participation in Qualified Oppor-
tunity Funds. Zones in Wildwood and West Wildwood 
are also part of the program.

Investors can defer paying federal taxes on capital 
gains reinvested in Qualified Opportunity Funds that 
invest in low-income communities, under rules re-
leased by the U.S. Department of the Treasury.

Reinvested capital gains are deferred from taxation 
until exit from a Qualified Opportunity Fund or Dec. 
31, 2026, whichever comes first. However, gains 
from Qualified Opportunity Fund investments held 
for the long term are taxed at reduced rates, with 
the rate reductions increasing at the five, seven, and 
10-year marks.

Gains from Qualified Opportunity Fund investments 
held for at least 10 years are permanently excluded 
from the capital gains tax.

Lower Township 
Manager 

James Ridgway

Have Too Much Time? Volunteer
By KAREN KNIGHT

CAPE MAY – If you find yourself with time on your 
hands and thoughts of volunteering dance in your head, the 
Mid-Atlantic Center for the Arts and Humanities Inc. (MAC) 
probably has a spot for you. 

According to Ayeshah Dickerson, MAC’s newly-named 
volunteer program manager, the variety of opportunities is 
one advantage MAC offers, along with a chance to interact 
in Cape May’s historical, art and cultural events.

“If you like museums, art, cultural things, if you want 
to widen your social network, or if you just want to pour 
beer, collect tickets, help at a music or crab festival, there’s 
something for you,” she said. “There are so many reasons 
for volunteering and taking you into the MAC family. It’s a 
very welcoming environment.”

Dickerson knows from personal experience just how welcoming. After 
nearly 20 years “working in corporate America,” she was laid off from 

her job. She took the time “to step back,” and decided to 
“go on an adventure.”

A native of Michigan, she found herself in Cape May by 
way of southern California. She volunteered at the hospital, 
local theater company and jazz festival, landing at MAC in 
2015. “As a volunteer, I helped with the designer house tour, 
crab fest, and jazz at the Physick Estate,” Dickerson said. “It 
led to the Christmas season and helping with events then.”

An opening became available, and she was hired in March 
2016. She succeeds Barbara Hubmaster, who retired at the 
end of 2018 as volunteer coordinator.

“Ayeshah started with our organization as a volunteer,” 
noted Susan Krysiak, MAC’s director of media relations, 
“so she’s seen our programs from the inside out. Now, as 
volunteer program manager, we hope this expanded role 
will reflect how important volunteers are to our success. 

“We have a strong, committed volunteer base, but it’s getting older,” 

Photo provided by MAC

Ayeshah Dickerson
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A minimum-security dayroom that can hold 64 inmates at Cape May County Correctional Facility in getting its finishing 
touches late last month in anticipation of inmates relocating sometime in January. Each of five dayrooms is different 
for increasing levels of inmate security.
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