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Is Desalination the Answer to County Water Needs?
By KAREN KNIGHT

CAPE MAY - With the United Nations World 
Water Development Report projecting that 75% 
of the world’s population could face a water 
scarcity crisis by 2050, traditional surface 
water development sites, such as dams, reser-
voirs, and aqueducts, are being exhausted, and 
many proposed projects are no longer feasible 
due to significant environmental concerns, or 
the high capital investments required. 

According to one Florida-based organization, 
whose goal is to “solve water supply and qual-
ity issues through the widespread application 
of membrane technology,” conservation has 
been effective in reducing demands in many 
areas, but there are limitations in the amount 
of water that can be conserved, and sources of 
new water supplies will continue to be needed 
in the foreseeable future.  

Desalination technologies, like that used by 
the City of Cape May, provide an opportunity to 
tap what would otherwise be unsuitable water 

supplies, such as ocean water, brackish ground-
water, and wastewater effluent, to augment 
diminishing freshwater supplies, and provide a 
sustainable water source to meet water needs.  

However, the “Achilles heel,” according 
to the executive director of the American 
Membrane Technology Association (AMTA), 
of Stuart, Fla., is concentrate management, or 
what happens to the rejected or discharged 
materials, particularly for inland locations, 
where cost-effective concentrate reduction and 
disposal alternatives are needed. 

What is Desalination?
Membrane desalting, or desalination, creates 

new freshwater supplies by separating water 
from salt and other dissolved minerals in sea-
water, brackish water, or wastewater, according 
to the AMTA. 

The conversion of seawater to drinking 
water is the most publicly recognized use 
of desalination. Desalination is also used for 
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Democrat to Republican
Middle Township Sees 
Shift on Committee

By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - New Jersey is considered a 
blue state in today’s political environment. The 
state has given a majority of its votes to every 
Democratic presidential candidate since 1992. 

The governor and the state’s two senators 
are Democrats. The Democrats control both 
houses of the Legislature.

Cape May County is and has been a Repub-
lican stronghold in a heavily blue South Jersey. 
In Cape May County, only one Democrat has 
won a seat on the Board of Chosen Freeholders 
in decades. 

Registered Republicans in the county 
amount to 41% of the total. Independents com-
prise 36%. Democrats are less than a quarter 

of the electorate, at 23%.
Republicans tend to do well in county and 

municipal elections here. In some of the island 
communities, Democrats do not even appear 
on the general election ballot. 

When Judith Davies-Dunhour unseated 
long-term Mayor Suzanne Walters in 2016, the 
contest was in the Republican primary. There 
were no Democrat challengers.

One of the few Democratic municipalities 
in the county for years was Middle Township. 
Before Daniel Lockwood won a seat on Middle 
Township Committee in 2009, Democrats 
controlled all three seats for over 25 years. 

The one exception was Michael Voll, who 
switched parties from Democrat to Republican 
in 1997 after having been elected as a Dem-
ocrat. He left office in 1999, without running 
for re-election, with his new party affiliation. 

Voll resurfaced as an independent in 2010, 
and lost his bid to unseat committee incumbent 

Susan Atkinson Delanzo, a Democrat.
From that small foothold in 2009 - Lock-

wood’s win on his second try for a committee 
seat - the Republican Party gained all three 
committee seats.  

James Norris, a political newcomer, who 
ran successfully for Middle Township School 
Board two years ago, defeated Michael Clark, 
a Democrat, who had served on committee for 
six years, three of them as mayor. Clark won 
his seat on committee, with 55% of the vote in 
2013, and was re-elected in a three-way race 
in 2016, with 52% of the vote.

Democratic Party fortunes have waned in a 
municipality where it was an almost unprece-
dented event for Republican Lockwood to win 
a decade ago.

With its three-member governing body, Mid-
dle Township sees a committee election each 
year, with political control of the committee 
often at stake. In the last 11 elections since 

Lockwood won in 2009, Republican candidates 
have won seven times compared to four wins 
for Democrats. This is a strong departure from 
the pre-2009 pattern in the county.

2019 Win for Republicans
Norris, a millennial, was the youngest mem-

ber of the school board and brings that youth 
with him to the governing body.  

The campaign was one in which Clark ran on 
his record as a committee member and mayor. 
He saw his terms as mayor as ones in which 
the municipality moved forward in new ways 
on economic development.

Marchina Honored with Quilt of Valor 
at Maud Abrams School

By JENNIFER KOPP

COLD SPRING – Third grader Joe Marchina, 
of Maud Abrams School, had a secret - one he 
was thrilled about and couldn’t wait to tell. 
He kept it until the big day came Nov. 25 at 
the school. 

His grandfather was being recognized for 
his military service, with a Quilt of Valor that 
Marchina’s class helped create through the 
Quilts of Valor Foundation. 

Marchina’s grandfather, Joseph Marchina, 
served in Vietnam, from 1967 to 1968, with 
Bravo Company 1st Battalion 7th Marines, and 
again in Desert Storm, from 1990 to 1991, 
with the New Jersey National Guard 253rd 
Transportation Company, based in Court 
House. Now, Joseph Marchina was being hon-
ored for that service by a class of third graders.

“I knew I was coming here to speak about 
veterans and the rough times I and they have 
gone through,” said Joseph Marchina, “but I 
never expected this. I was very surprised and 
very, very honored.”

Quilts of Valor is a non-profit foundation, 

Karen Knight 
Carl Behrens, superintendent of the City of Cape May’s water/sewer department, 
describes how the computer system gathers and analyzes real-time data at the water 
treatment plant.

Jennifer Kopp 
Joseph Marchina, a Vietnam veteran, received a quilt made by his grandson’s third grade 
class through the Quilt of Valor Foundation.


