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Stormwater ‘Rain Tax’ Bill Awaits 
Governor’s Signature

By VINCE CONTI

TRENTON - New Jersey Republicans are warning 
property owners to hold onto their wallets when the 
sky starts to cloud up. Calling the recently passed 
stormwater utility bill (A2694 and S1073) a “rain tax,” 
opponents of the bill argue that the state has found 
a new way to tax property owners who are already 
among the most heavily taxed in the nation.

Supporters of the legislation argue that the state 
has a major problem with pollution from stormwater 
runoff, a problem that endangers many of New Jersey’s 
waterways. The increase in severe rain events asso-
ciated with climate change exacerbates the problem, 
according to them. 

Looking to 40 other states that have passed legisla-
tion to aid in stormwater management, the advocates 
of the bill say that the impact of the legislation will be 
to help local communities fight pollution and reduce 
flooding by providing a dedicated revenue source with 
which to manage stormwater systems. 

What Does the Bill Say?
The bill allows, but does not compel counties and 

municipalities to establish and operate stormwater 
utilities. It further authorizes the utilities to charge 
fees and issue bonds in order to finance the creation, 
maintenance, and operation of the utilities. Enforce-
ment power to compel payment of the fees levied is 
also included.

The bill would focus on stormwater runoff from rain 
and flood events that “runs off” impervious surfaces 
like roads, roofs, driveways, and parking lots. The 
proponents of the bill argue that this runoff carries 
with it debris, bacteria, and chemicals that eventually 
find their way into state waterways and drinking water.

The current stormwater infrastructure, supporters 
of the bill say, is inadequate to manage the problem, 
suffering from years of neglect and lack of investment. 

The state summary of the bill points to a U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency report that ranks storm-
water management as New Jersey’s most expensive 
water-related funding need, with an estimated total 
of $15.6 billion ultimately required. 

This bill assumes that most of the burden for man-
agement and funding of stormwater systems is located 
with local governments. Advocates say that the bill 
provides a sustainable way to help counties and mu-
nicipalities tackle the problem of aging or non-existent 
stormwater management systems, reducing flooding 
and keeping runoff from reaching waterways. 

Fees charged to property owners will support the 
utilities. All funds are required to be used for initiatives 
that reduce runoff and stormwater-related flooding. 
The bill requires that 5 percent of the fees collected 
be sent to the state for use by the Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) in its stormwater 
management efforts. 

Another provision allows municipalities to take 5 
percent of any unspent funds annually in support of 
the local budget. Opponents point to the percentages 
going to the state and local governments as proof that 
this is just another revenue stream, one that is not 
restrained by the 2 percent annual cap on local purpose 
tax rate increases.
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Favored Bridge Plan Selected; Fixed Span 80 Feet High 
By AL CAMPBELL

CREST HAVEN – Buying a bridge is a lot 
like buying a car. First comes the decision: It’s 
time. Next comes the search. Once a suitable 
model is found there’s a glance at the price tag. 
Then comes the tough part, getting financing.

Freeholders, like those scanning a car deal-
er’s lot for a new vehicle, went through that 
preliminary exercise Feb. 12.  Joseph Romano 
of Michael Baker International explained 
alternatives to replace the circa-1939 Middle 
Thorofare Bridge and two associated spans on 
Ocean Drive in Lower Township.  Romano 
underscored that all are safe. Width-wise 
they were not made for present vehicles or 
standards.

Mill Creek and Upper Thorofare bridges are 
also prone to be useless in a 100-year flood. A 

new roadway would 
be higher, and able to 
remain above those 
projected flood levels.

After listening to 
the alternatives’ good 
and bad points, Free-
holder Director Ger-
ald Thornton said he 
favored Alternative 
3. His peers agreed 
that seemed the best 
way to proceed. While 
there remains much 
to achieve before 
moving ahead, the proposed price would be 
$242 million.

Among its virtues, the fixed design has an 
80-foot vertical height, sufficient for present 

and future commer-
cial fishing vessels to 
clear. It would have 
an 80-foot horizontal 
clearance for vessels 
compared to the pres-
ent one of 45 feet.

Among its other 
selling points, the al-
ternative would mean 
realigning the bridge 
to the south, as well as 
realigning Mill Creek 
and Upper Thorofare 
bridges on Ocean 

Drive to the north. 
Gone would be those bridge openings, and 

the span would offer better crossings for bicy-
clists and pedestrians.

It would have no yearly maintenance or 
operating costs and would have the lowest 
life-cycle cost. 

Countering the positives would be expected 
environmental impacts, acquisitions of nine 
commercial and two residential partial property 
acquisitions, and a detour for construction.

The aging span is a motorist’s nightmare in 
summer. That’s when the bridge must open to 
allow vessels to pass. Traffic can back up for 
miles in both directions.

It’s no different for those at the helm of 
vessels, especially large commercial fishing 
boats, which have to gauge the right approach 
to navigate through the bridge. Many of those 
vessels have been pushed by wind or current 
into the bridge.

Then, too, in summer as temperatures rise, 
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Girls Join Boy Scouts; Erma Troop Forms 

(Page A10 Please)

Ocean City Police Department

 Ocean City Police Chief John Jay Prettyman takes his oath of office from Judge Rich-
ard Russell Feb. 13 with his wife Tiffany at his side and daughter Chloe holding the 
Bible. The chief’s father John Prettyman watches at right. See story on page A11.

By KAREN KNIGHT

ERMA - When the Boy Scouts of America 
moved to accept girls into its program Feb. 1, 
one local mother said, “It was the right thing to 
do,” acknowledging “it’s not a fit for everyone,” 
but gives girls a chance to do activities many 
can’t find with Girl Scouts.

Kim Pyatt, of Villas, will be the leader of a 
new all-girls troop forming at the Tabernacle 
United Methodist Church, 702 Seashore Road. 
The first meeting is scheduled for Feb. 28. 
Subsequent meetings will be held Thursdays 
from 7-8:30 p.m. Girls ages 11-17 can join. 

For Pyatt and her 13-year-old daughter, it’s a 
natural outcome since both have been involved 

in scouting since Pyatt’s son joined Cub Scouts. 
As a single mother, Pyatt became a commit-

tee person, helping lead the boys. Her daughter 
attended meetings and participated in many 
activities, learning to love the outdoor activities 
of tent camping, campfires, cooking outdoors 
and learning survival skills. 

It’s for those reasons - women serving 
as leaders, sisters attending meetings and 
participating in activities, and opportunities 
not offered through other channels - that the 
scouting organization opened up to girls.

Younger girls have been able to join Cub 
Scouts for nearly a year, and more than 77,000 
have joined nationwide. On Feb. 1, the Boy 
Scouts program became Scouts BSA, allowing 
girls to join with an opportunity to earn the 
rank of Eagle Scout. 

Cub Scout dens are single gender, and Cub 
Scout packs can include any combination of 
dens. Troops are also single gender.

“We have females involved on committees, 
interacting with boys at camp, sisters attending 
meetings with their brothers, participating in 
some of the activities, so what’s the concern?” 
asked Scout Leader Tom Conrad,  acknowledg-
ing the national controversy that may filter 
down to the local level. 

“Many families have kids doing things in 
all different places. This will help consolidate 
some of those activities and make it easier for 
families to do things together,” he added.

Conrad has been a scout leader since 2007 

when his son joined. Despite having three 
daughters and his son eventually leaving the 
troop, he continued leading and wanted to be 
“a lightning rod” and “do the right thing” about 
opening his troop for a sister troop.

“A female Girl Scout leader asked me what 
her girls should bring tent-camping because 
she couldn’t find any information with Girl 
Scouts about it,” he recalled. “I gave her a list, 
and during our conversation, we realized our 

outdoor activities seemed better. Girl Scouts 
is a wonderful organization, but we can fill a 
niche that doesn’t seem to be filled in our area.”

While the male and female troops may share 
equipment, opening pledges and announce-
ments, the majority of activities and outings 
will be separate.

Because of national controversy about the 
change, Conrad discussed the issue of a sister 
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