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What’s
THIS?

How Did Tourism Do?
“We can’t take another summer like this one.” 

– Diane Wieland, tourism and 

public information director, Cape May County

By BILL BARLOW

COURT HOUSE – It’s been a weird summer, 
reports Diane Wieland, Cape May County’s 
spokeswoman and tourism director.

Any other year, that would be an extraordinary 
pronouncement from a woman who has spent her 
career as a booster for Cape May County tourism. 
After the past several months, though, it seems 
about right.

“In my 45 years in this job, I’ve never seen a 
year like this, and I just want it over,” she said.

The coronavirus pandemic – and the extraordi-
nary emergency restrictions established in hopes 
of slowing its spread – slammed the local economy, 
which is dominated by mom-and-pop operations 
and dependent on the three peak months of 
summer for most of its revenue.

“We’re in good company with the rest of the 
state and the rest of the country,” she said.

Wieland’s assessment of the summer of 2020 
was not entirely bleak, even if the good news 
boiled down to the fact that things were not quite 
as bad as they might have been. 

Wieland uses the numbers from the state room 
tax as a telltale for the number of people visiting 
the county. After an abysmal April, in which the 
revenue from the room tax was down more than 
90% compared to the year before, some signs of 
life returned to the county.

The numbers were still down, in May and 
June, just not by as much. After an early spring 
of closed beaches and boardwalks, shuttered 
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Bill Barlow
Visitors crowd the Ocean City Boardwalk on a sunny day in the ‘weird’ summer of 2020. As the summer comes to a close, reports indicate 
more people are wearing masks, even as some rules, aimed at limiting the spread of the pandemic in New Jersey, are eased. Most businesses 
will get by, but tourism experts hope things will be different for 2021. 

Patriot Day Pays Tribute to 19th 
Anniversary of Sept. 11 Attacks

Remember and honor those who lost their lives in the terrorist attacks 19 years ago on Sept. 11, 
2001 by attending one of these ceremonies being held throughout Cape May County.
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By VINCE CONTI

STONE HARBOR - The pandemic forced 
governing bodies across the county to use new 
formats for public meetings. For Stone Harbor, 
the need for virtual meetings opened a door to a 
surprising level of positive public feedback.

Finding that borough residents and second 
homeowners embraced the interactive access vir-
tual meetings provide, town officials are working 
to find a comfortable format that can support ongo-
ing interactive virtual participation for the public, 
even as meetings return to in-person formats.

Stone Harbor Borough Council took a new 
format for a test spin, with the normal kinks that 
accompany new formats.  

Since the pandemic continues to limit in-per-
son gatherings, the format, for now, involves the 
in-person meeting of the mayor and the six-per-
son council, socially distant from each other and 
masked at all times. A few borough officials joined 
the in-person meeting. 

Members of the public were kept at a distance, 
participating through Zoom.

The borough intends to continue a format that 
allows virtual access, even after the public is 
allowed to attend the in-person meetings. Mayor 
Judith Davies-Dunhour said the new format would 
be used for Planning and Zoning Board meetings, 

as well, placing added demands on what the 
format can accommodate, in terms of displaying 
drawings and presentations.

Council members could interact with each 
other more freely, during their Sept. 1 meeting, 
than when they were on Zoom. The first time, 
glitches were few and minor – a microphone 
that wasn’t turned on properly and a delay when 
a member of the public called and was not sure 
he could be heard. 

The development of a hybrid model that mar-
ries in-person meetings with interactive virtual 
participation grew out of discussions at the July 
7 council meeting. Council members agreed on 
the need to preserve the higher level of public 
participation at council meetings, even as the 
borough migrates to in-person gatherings. 

Davies-Dunhour said, “The feedback we have 
received from the public has been very positive.” 

She directed Business Administrator Robert Smith 
to “look into” possible formats. 

At the same meeting, Councilwoman Jennifer 
Gensemer said the use of interactive virtual 
technology for meetings “greatly increases trans-
parency in government.”

The format tested Sept. 1 grew out of that 
charge to Smith to find a way to preserve the best 
features of virtual public access. 

Smith began working with a local video com-
pany founded by Martin Fiedler, who is also a 
faculty member at Atlantic Cape Community 
College. The format moves away from the talking-
heads-in-boxes model many experienced in Zoom 
gatherings. 

The video system tested at the Sept. 1 council 
meeting allows the camera to focus on a specific 
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New Public Meeting Format Tested
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OPINION

Community Event Continues Whitesboro Tradition
By CARL PRICE

WHITESBORO - Labor Day weekend tradition-
ally means three things in Cape May County: 
school starts the following Tuesday, the Garden 
State Parkway (GSP), heading northbound, will 
be bumper to bumper, at some point, and the 
Whitesboro Reunion will be packed with resi-
dents, family, and friends at the Martin Luther 
King Center, in Whitesboro.

Due to COVID-19, this year is far from tradi-
tional; some children started school Sept. 8, the 
GSP was busy, but not crazy, and the Concerned 
Citizens of Whitesboro canceled their annual 
reunion for the first time in 32 years.

However, in the spirit of the reunion, the Pro-
gressive Black Initiative of Whitesboro (PBIW) 

held an event Sept. 5-6, with guest speakers, 
free food, a DJ, bounce houses for children, face 
painting, arts and crafts, kickball, basketball 
tournaments, dominoes, and chess competitions. 

 Shayna Lynn, a PBIW member, said PBIW 
sprung out of a group of friends who met on 
Sundays to discuss issues and barbeque. 

“One of the things we talked about was the 
possibility of putting on an event, in place of the 
canceled reunion, to bring kids and families out 
and to give back to the community,” Lynn said.

Attendees were greeted with bags from the 
Cape May County Department of Health, which 
contained hand sanitizer, face masks, and other 
items, while children received a bag from Scott 
Lozier, a local dentist, and Jaime Slobodjian, a den-
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Carl Price

Amarean Johnson, Acelynn Moore, and Uri Thomas enjoy the giant slide at the community 
event, in Whitesboro, Sept. 5. See more photos at capemaycountyherald.com.


