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The Herald is now available 
for purchase inside select local stores.
This new, paid in-store service 
supplements our traditional, 
free distribution.
Your purchases/donations help  
support local journalism. 
Thank you!
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By SHAY RODDY

WILDWOOD – An out-of-town investor is 
betting about $17 million that Wildwood is ready 
for an upscale hotel that will bring a new level 
of luxury to the city’s famous boardwalk. After 
working through a hiccup, the city’s Planning 
and Zoning Board threw its support behind the 
project, between Maple and Glenwood avenues. 

After two hours and 18 minutes of testimony at 
Wildwood City Hall Nov. 7, the 75-room project, 
which will renovate and expand a dilapidated 
apartment building above a strip of boardwalk 

Luxury Hotel Meets Wildwood Boardwalk  
in Developer’s New Bid

Racist Display Targets Black Candidate

stores, adding additional floors, was approved 
unanimously by the board. The approval came 
with a key contingency - the developer needs to 
come up with 24 more off-street parking spaces. 
They can be anywhere in town.

Sunil Nayak, the developer, told the board he 
was drawn to Wildwood because it boasts the 
highest volume of tourists along the Jersey Shore, 
but “has much fewer properties than what the city 
deserves, in terms of classy hotels.” 

His proposal includes a rooftop bar and swim-
ming pool, 12 oceanfront rooms with private 
balcony pools, a lobby with a café opening onto 

the boardwalk, an oceanfront indoor/outdoor 
fitness area and other amenities.

Construction of the hotel cannot begin until 
Nayak’s company, Wildwood Hospitality Group, 
LLC, gets Department of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP) approval. A Coastal Area Facilities 
Review Act (CAFRA) application was submitted to 
the DEP, the developer said, but is still pending. 

The Planning and Zoning Board decided not 
to gamble that the DEP would take care of the 
parking requirement, as the developer proposed, 
instead saying it will not issue a certificate of 
occupancy, a requirement to rent rooms, before 

the developer proves it has at least one parking 
space for every hotel room, a requirement for new 
hotel development in the city.

The submitted plan accounted for 54 spaces 
and asked the board to grandfather in the existing 
21 units, which currently include no parking, but 
have not been occupied since Hurricane Sandy. It 
was somewhat of a gray area how the DEP would 
consider the request to grandfather no parking for 
those existing units.

The applicant’s attorney, Ron Gelzunas Jr., 

Zach Horten at Ben Horten architecture & design.
An architecture and design firm’s rendering of Nayak’s proposed $17 million project.

Shay Roddy
Developer Sunil Nayak, left, and his attorney Ron Gelzunas Jr., right, answer questions from 
the Wildwood Planning and Zoning Board, Nov. 7.

Tim Alexander Responds

By SHAY RODDY

RIO GRANDE – Police are investigating a 
potential hate crime, after a photo was widely 
circulated online Election Night, depicting stuffed 
dolls hanging from nooses tied to a tree above a 
sign for a Black candidate for Congress. 

A photo posted on the Facebook page Cape 
May Scanner, which was also received by law 
enforcement, showed a campaign sign for Tim 
Alexander staked in the ground below a stuffed 
Muppet, the Cat in the Hat character and another 
child’s doll which were all suspended in the air 
by a rope tied around their necks, attached to a 
tree branch on the other end.  

The post indicated the photo was taken Nov. 8 
near a large store on Route 47. 

Alexander was shown the photo by his cam-
paign manager Zacharia Hartman Nov. 9 and at 
first couldn’t believe it. 

“I’ve never been a victim of a direct messaging 
of hate such as this,” he said. “Maybe they’ll go 
back in their caves or to whatever slice of hell they 
came from. Then I thought, maybe we’ll get lucky, 
and they’ll catch these dumb b------s.”

Alexander, a Democrat, was handily defeat-
ed by Republican Jeff Van Drew for a seat in the 
House of Representatives the night before he 
learned of the incident. His initial reaction, when 
hearing of the hateful act, was as you may expect.

“Son of a b-----s,” Alexander recalled thinking 
when he first heard the news, adding a disclaimer 
for the Herald: “I’m going to be frank with you. 

“Then I’m thinking, ‘Jeff [Van Drew] won 
and they’re still doing this s—t.’ Then, it slowly 
comes to you.” 

 The noose is a widely recognized symbol of 
racism, intimidation and hate, with roots in Amer-
ica’s history of lynching. Many of these lynchings 
were carried out as public spectacles by the Klu 
Klux Klan and other terror groups who acted as 
judge, jury and executioner, operating without 

due process for the victim or respect for their 
humanity. The NAACP estimates that 72% of the 
4,743 people lynched in the U.S. in the 19th and 
20th centuries were African Americans. 

Middle Township police and the Cape May 

By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - On Nov. 10, the New Jersey 
Board of Public Utilities (BPU) heard oral argu-
ments on easements and consents for the running 
of transmission cables from Ocean Wind I over 
Cape May County land. Ocean Wind LLC has 
asked the BPU to step in and grant the required 
approvals, thereby overruling the county’s elected 
governing body with whom the wind farm devel-
oper could not reach an agreement.

Ocean Wind LLC has proposed a route that 
brings its cables on shore at 35th Street in Ocean 
City, runs them underground over municipal and 
county land and delivers the wind farm-generat-

BPU Hearing on Wind Farm Cable Easements 
Leads to County-suggested Compromise

ed energy to an electric grid interconnection at 
Beesley’s Point.

What’s at Stake?

In September, after hearing arguments on the 
exact same cable route, the BPU unanimously 
approved the route when it 
overruled the elected officials 
of Ocean City. That action by 
the board in September led 
the New Jersey Office of Rate 
Counsel, a state office that acts 
as an advocate for the consum-
er, to state bluntly at this week’s hearing that it 
will be “virtually impossible for the board to rule 

against Ocean Wind.” 
Rate Counsel effectively argued that the deci-

sion on the current Ocean Wind LLC’s petition 
was already clear and unlikely to be influenced 
by the oral arguments. In short, the hearing 
underway this week was an action that must be 

endured in the service of a 
decision already known. 

The issues at stake are 
specific to the transmission 
cable route, but also center 
on the threat this process 
poses to home rule and local 

government control.

Rate Counsel Director  
Brian Lipman said the  
evidentiary record was  

“fundamentally flawed.”

Facebook
Dolls are seen hung by nooses from a tree in 
front of a Tim Alexander sign in Rio Grande.


