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The Herald is now available 
for purchase inside select local stores.

This new, paid in-store service 
supplements our traditional, 

free distribution.
Your purchase helps support local 

journalism.  Thank you!
See Page A4 for more info.
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“On this Veterans Day, let us “On this Veterans Day, let us 

remember the service of our remember the service of our 

veterans, and let us renew veterans, and let us renew 

our national promise to fulfill our national promise to fulfill 

our sacred obligations to our our sacred obligations to our 

veterans and their families veterans and their families 

who have sacrificed so much who have sacrificed so much 

so that we can live free.” so that we can live free.” 
– Dan Lipinski– Dan Lipinski
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Vietnam veteran salutes as Coast Guard musician plays 
“Taps” at the conclusion of the 2019 Cape May County 
Veterans Day ceremony, at Naval Air Station Wildwood.

Veterans Day ceremonial 

information can be found 

on page A22
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Long-term Care Laws Unworkable?  

“The increase of ratios fails to 

recognize that there are simply 

not enough CNAs in New Jersey 

to fill staffing needs.” 
- Jennifer Hess, administrator, Crest Haven 

Nursing and Rehabilitation Center

By KAREN KNIGHT

COURT HOUSE - Two recent state laws enacted 
to address issues experienced by long-term care 
(LTC) residents and their families following pro-
hibitions and limitations on visitation during the 
height of the COVID-19 pandemic are expected 
to have some impacts, according to local LTC 
administrators.

The bills implement recommendations from the 
Manatt Health Report (https://bit.ly/38gk2Rw) 
released June 3.

Bill S2712 requires minimum ratios for the 
number of direct care staff to the number of resi-
dents in New Jersey LTC facilities and establishes 
the Special Task Force on Direct Care Workforce 
Retention and Recruitment. 

The task force will evaluate job supports and 
incentives, training opportunities, wages and 
benefits, educational initiatives, and certification 
reciprocity rules. 

The task force will be required to submit a 
report to the governor and Legislature within one 
year of its first meeting, which must occur within 

180 days of the signing, which was Oct. 23.
Bill S2785 requires LTC facilities to institute 

policies that prevent isolation of residents, ad-
dressing issues experienced by residents and their 
families during the pandemic.

Not Enough CNAs to Fill Needs
“S2712 does not provide funding to support 

the increased staffing levels, nor does it provide 
a means to attract candidates to the nursing 
profession,” said Jennifer Hess, administrator, 
Crest Haven Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, 
Court House.

“All nursing homes have struggled for years to 

meet and exceed New Jersey’s required staffing,” 
she added. “We always want more certified nurs-
ing assistants (CNAs) to care for our residents. 
The increase of ratios fails to recognize that there 
are simply not enough CNAs in New Jersey to fill 
staffing needs. 

“Our CNAs and nurses work extremely hard 

each day. This regulation will further strain a 
limited workforce. S2712 also fails to take into 
consideration that many have left the health 
care profession due to the risk and strain of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.”

Under current regulations, the state Depart-
ment of Health requires nursing homes to meet 
a minimum number of hours of direct care per 
resident per day, which is currently 2.8 hours. 

When the new law takes effect in February 
2021, those requirements will change to one 
CNA to every eight residents for the day shift, 
one direct care staff member (registered nurse 
(RN), licensed practice nurse (LPN) or CNA) to 
every 10 residents for the evening shift, and one 
direct care staff member for every 14 residents 
for the night shift.

Hess said Crest Haven strived to staff at 
minimum one CNA for every 10 residents on 
the daytime shift and afternoon/evening shift. 
Overnight, they have at least one CNA for every 
14 residents. 
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By ERIN LEDWON

COURT HOUSE – Who won? That’s the question 
many voters found themselves asking, as ballots 
continued to be counted days after the Nov. 3 
election. 

Results in Cape May County remained unofficial, 
as of 9 a.m. Nov. 10. They “do not include mail-in 
ballots postmarked by Nov. 3, which may be re-
ceived through Nov. 10, and provisional ballots,” 
according to a note posted at the top of the results 
page on the Cape May County Clerk’s election 
website (https://bit.ly/3p3DruV).

The website reports 55,820 ballots were cast out 
of 75,436 registered voters, a turnout of 74%. That 
number beat the 2016 presidential election, when 
49,939 ballots were cast out of 70,801 registered 
voters, a turnout of nearly 71%. 

President   
Republican incumbent Donald J. Trump won 

the county with 31,498 votes. Challengers were 
Democrat Joseph R. Biden, 22,713; Libertarian 
Party Jo Jorgensen, 289; Green Party Howie Haw-
kins, 131; United Party America Bill Hammons, 
53; Alliance Party Roque “Rocky” De La Fuente, 
50; Constitution Party Don Blankenship, 24; and 
Socialism and Liberation Gloria Estela La Riva, 13.

Voter Turnout’s 74% in General Election
Biden was declared the winner of the presidency.
U.S. Senate
In Cape May County, Republican Rikin (Rik) Me-

hta received 29,868 votes to Democrat incumbent 
Cory Booker’s 21,773; Green Party Madelyn R. 
Hoffman’s 377; Of, By, For! Veronica Fernandez’s 
348; and LaRouche Was Right Daniel Burke’s 112. 

Booker was declared the winner in the U.S. 
Senate race. 

U.S. House of Representatives
Republican incumbent Jeff Van Drew, receiving 

32,934 votes in Cape May County, outpolled 
challengers Democrat Amy Kennedy, 20,784; 
Libertarian Party Jesse Ehrnstrom, 308; and Justice 
Mercy Humility Jenna Harvey, 202. 

Van Drew was declared the winner in the 2nd 
Congressional District race.

County Races
Sheriff
Republican Robert A. Nolan will remain sheriff. 

In an uncontested race, he received 38,633 votes.
County Clerk 
Also, in an uncontested race, Republican Rita 

Marie Fulginiti received 40,169 votes and will 
continue in her position as Cape May County clerk. 

Freeholder
Republican incumbents Will Morey and Jeffrey 

Pierson retained their seats on the Board of Chosen 
Freeholders, soon to be county commissioners, 
beginning Jan. 1, 2021. They received 30,724 and 
29,837 votes, respectively.

Democrat challengers Brendan Sciarra and 
Elizabeth F. Casey received 19,975 and 19,855 
votes, respectively, while independent candidate 
Ryan Troiano received 3,283 votes.

Municipal Races
Cape May
Zachary Mullock will replace Clarence F. Lear 

III as mayor. He received 896 votes to Lear’s 564.
Christopher Bezaire defeated incumbent Patricia 

Gray Hendricks and Mark DiSanto for the seat 
on Cape May City Council. Bezaire received 663 
votes; Hendricks, 526; and DiSanto, 140. 

Cape May Point  
With three seats open, and five candidates, in-

cumbents Robert J. Moffatt and Anita VanHeeswyk 
won reelection, with 127 and 88 votes, respec-
tively. Catherine M. Busch won the third seat, 
receiving 95 votes.

The other contenders were Mary A. Kelly, 87; 
and Marcus D. Wrotny, 16. 

Dennis Township Committee
Republican incumbents Thomas J. VanArtsdalen, 


