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The Herald is now available 
for purchase inside select local stores.

This new, paid in-store service 
supplements our traditional, 

free distribution.
Your purchases/donations help support 
local journalism. See article below for 

more information. Thank you!

What’s
THIS?

Join the Herald
RIO GRANDE – When you choose to scan your 

Herald print copies, subscribe online or donate, 
you are joining with us to deliver strong local 
journalism for Cape May County.

As it has for over 50 years, advertising supports 
most of our print newspaper circulation, but local 
advertising spending has declined - especially in 
recent years. This means less income to support 
the significant cost of news coverage, production, 
printing and delivering papers each week. 
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COVID-19

New  
reported  
cases: 746

CAPE MAY COUNTY

Dec. 18 - Dec. 24, 2021

1071 19 2

Active

cases:

Hospitalizations

as of Dec. 27:

Deaths this 
week:

707 19 2
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WEEKLY FEATURES

New Year’s 2022 
Celebrations, 
Fireworks, 
Dining & More
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CAN’T FIND A HERALD?
Read the e-Edition at:

www.capemaycountyherald.com/eedition

SEASON’S GREETINGS
Local Businesses Wish You a 

Happy New Year!
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1 Still Being Paid 
While in Jail 

By SHAY RODDY

COURT HOUSE – Four local police officers have 
January 2022 dates in Cape May County Superior 
Court, as they fight criminal charges stemming 
from 2021 arrests. A fifth local officer’s case has 
been referred to the grand jury for indictment, 
according to a court official.

While four of the five officers are suspended 
without pay, pending the outcome of their cases, 
one is suspended but still being paid as he sits in 
Cape May County jail. 

West Wildwood Officer Hannum
West Wildwood Officer Dylan Keenan-Hannum 

will appear in Cape May County Superior Court 
for a pre-indictment conference Jan. 24 in front of 
Judge Christine Smith, according to court officials. 

Hannum was arrested Nov. 14 on charges of 
making terroristic threats, burglary, and simple 
assault, following a domestic altercation in Lower 
Township.

During a Dec. 3 West Wildwood Board of 
Commissioners meeting, commissioners and the 

Local Police Officers Set to Appear in Criminal Court

town’s solicitor refused to answer questions about 
the officer’s status, other than to say that he was 
still employed, and that the Cape May County 
Prosecutor’s Office was investigating.

Through a public records request, the Herald 
learned that Hannum is suspended with pay. He is 
the only one of the five Cape May County police 
officers currently facing criminal charges who is 

still being paid. 
In an email to the Herald, West Wildwood 

Public Safety Commissioner John Banning said he 
made the decision to suspend the officer with pay. 

“The final decision was mine. My decision 
was based after consultation with the borough’s 
legal counsel. I do not feel that I could divulge 
any recommendations or discussions at this time 
without first confirming with our legal counsel. 
In all fairness, I do not want to speak for our legal 
counsel and inadvertently misrepresent their 
opinions,” wrote Banning.

He later declined the offer of an interview 
with the borough’s legal counsel present. West 
Wildwood Police Chief Jacquelyn Ferentz did not 
respond to a request for comment.

According to an affidavit of probable cause 
obtained by the Herald, neighbors of the alleged 
victim in the incident called 911 when she came 
to their door asking for help, saying Hannum had 
just assaulted her. 

When officers arrived on scene, they found the 
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By VINCE CONTI

For the first time since the pandemic started 
almost two years ago, Cape May County is home 
to over 1,000 active cases. 

The county report from Dec. 24 showed 746 
new cases in the previous seven days, an average 
of 107 new cases per day. Active community cases 
have climbed to a record high of 1,071. There 
were two new fatalities, bringing the total to 249 
residents lost to the pandemic, including seven 
in the past three weeks. 

The Variant at Work
Omicron is almost surely at work. The new 

variant was first identified in November in South 
Africa. It made its initial appearance in the United 
States just before Thanksgiving and has already 
pushed the delta variant off its perch as the dom-

Analysis

New County Covid Cases Soar to 
Record Highs 

inant cause of Covid infections. 
Hyper-transmissible omicron, according to re-

cent studies, replicates up to 70 times faster than 
delta and is twice as infectious. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) announced 
last week that omicron was already responsible 
for as much as three-quarters of all new cases in 
the country.

The good news so far is that omicron has 
displayed a lower severity level, which does not 
mean it cannot hospitalize and kill, but that it 
does so at a markedly lower rate. 

Impact in Cape May County
State-wide hospitalizations due to Covid are 

up 125% in the month of December. In the sev-
en county South region, that increase has been 
slightly lower at 98%. While hospitalizations are 
rising, they are not rising at the same rate as 

community spread. 
In the county, Cape Regional Medical Center 

reported five Covid patients on Dec. 6, and 19 
such patients by Dec. 20.

Schools are also seeing a rise in caseloads. 
Across the state, the weekly dashboard update 
shows 7,716 new student cases and 2,092 cases 
among school staff.   

In Cape May County, the school figures are 
ambiguous. The dashboard shows 55 new student 
cases and 12 new staff cases.  What makes those 
numbers difficult to interpret is that the report to 
the state is voluntary, and only 44% of Cape May 
County schools reported for the week. The only 
county with fewer reporting schools is Ocean 
County, at 38%. 

State data reports that 6.7% of Cape May Coun-

By SHAY RODDY

SEA ISLE CITY - Ocean temperatures are 
in the 40s, so what better time to take a dip?   
An annual tradition, which has taken on various 
forms over the years, will be back this year, at 
least in some towns. 

 While there will be changes, for the most part, 
Polar Bear Plunges will return in 2022 after a year 
on ice due to the pandemic.  

 
Wildwood 
Wildwood Commissioner Krista Fitzsimmons 

said organizers expect 800 participants and at least 
another 800 spectators for the Jan. 15, 2022 Po-
lar Bear Plunge at Wildwood. 

The dip there will take place by the Wildwoods 
Convention Center at 10 a.m.  

The event is a fundraiser for the Special Olym-
pics of New Jersey (SONJ) and registration to 
participate is open online now and on-site the 
day of the plunge. 

“We are so happy to have this event back in 
town.  It means we are slowing moving in the 
right direction toward normalcy,” Fitzsimmons 
said in an email. “We are also grateful that SONJ 
chooses Wildwood to host their event.  It’s a 
privilege to be a small part of their fundraising 

Most Polar Plunges Return in 2022;  
Sea Isle’s Event in Question

File Photo 
Polar Bear Plunge participants flooded Sea Isle’s beaches in 2017 for that year’s event, but 
the future of the plunge in Sea Isle may look much different.

effort for such a great cause!” 
 
North Wildwood 
The Fallen Hero Polar Bear Plunge in North 

Wildwood comes a little later in the year, but the 
water will be just as cold. 


