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How Much Do Police Chiefs Make?
By VINCE CONTI

The structure of law enforcement in New Jersey is heavily in-
fluenced by the state’s tradition of home rule. Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) statistics for 2018 cite 576 law enforcement 
agencies in the state, with over 30,000 sworn officers.

Two-thirds of New Jersey law officers reside in municipal police 
departments, of which the FBI lists 464 in New Jersey, with 20,598 
sworn officers and 3,835 civilian employees. This list omits munic-
ipal areas patrolled by New Jersey State Police (NJSP).

Cape May County has 11 police departments, one of which, Cape 
May City Police, serves three municipal entities - Cape May, West 
Cape May and Cape May Point. A total of 13 of the county’s 16 
municipalities are policed by local departments. The other three 
municipalities - Dennis Township, Woodbine Borough and Upper 
Township - receive policing through a services agreement with NJSP.

The statistics referenced in this article were gathered from FBI 
databases updated as recently as Sept. 30, 2019, and New Jersey 
pension files as of June 30, 2019.

Police Chief Salaries
Sitting atop the structure of 11 municipal police departments are 

11 police chiefs. They administer departments as large as Ocean 
City and Middle Township, with 59 and 56 sworn officers, respec-
tively, and as small as West Wildwood, with five sworn officers, 
including the chief.

State pension databases show the salaries for county chiefs range 
from $101,000 in West Wildwood to $173,868 in Wildwood City. 
The median salary of a county chief of police is $144,999.

Benefits packages for the chiefs are often made identical to those 
negotiated with the police unions, including standard pension/
retirement provisions, health insurance plans, and contracted 
amounts of sick or vacation time. Chiefs are not given additional 
compensation for the hours they spend in ceremonial functions, 
or at community events. 

State law requires that the salary of a municipal chief or deputy 
chief of police must be higher than the next highest-ranking officer 
in the chain of command. That distinction must be maintained 
whenever there are new salary ranges set by the governing body.

While it is not a hard and fast determinant, there is a general 
relationship between the salary of the chief and the size of the de-
partment he/she manages, along with the chief’s years of service. 
The accompanying chart lists the chief of police salaries and number 
of sworn officers for each county municipal department.

Three Cape Island municipalities are paying the Cape May City 
police chief $134,248 to oversee 22 sworn officers. The two mu-
nicipalities of Seven Mile Island are paying their chiefs combined 
salaries of $268,262 to oversee 38 sworn offers. Four municipalities 
on Five Mile Beach are paying their chiefs combined salaries of 
$545,639 to oversee 96 sworn officers.   
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African American Church to Mark 180th Anniversary
By VINCE CONTI

SWAINTON - Cape May County’s oldest African American 
church may not be where some thought it was. The John 
Wesley United Methodist Church, on Goshen Swainton Road, 
will celebrate its 180th anniversary in February 2020, dating 
its inception to 1840. Church members said this makes their 
church the oldest.

The church, active but with dwindling membership, sits 
astride railroad tracks that once hosted the Swainton Station. The 
cemetery is the final resting place of black veterans from the Civil 
War to Vietnam, as well as the Spanish American War of 1898. 

Several historic African American residents of the area are 
also interred there. No final count of the graves is possible 
since markers continue to be found, lost in the trees and often 
covered with moss.

The church was founded by John West, whose early years 
were spent as a slave in Raleigh, N.C. Escaping slavery in 1823, 
West traveled to Cape May County. A religious man, West was 
active in the local Methodist community.  

After working in the area, West was able to purchase a tract 
of land in East Goshen, near an old canning factory. Later, West 

bought the existing 1832 Asbury Methodist Church building, 
which was moved to the tract in East Goshen.

West appealed to the Methodist Conference at Dennis Creek 
for permission to begin a church. Permission was granted on 
the leap day of the leap year in 1840, giving the church an old 
pedigree among county African American churches. It is that 
date that the church community will celebrate Feb. 29, 2020.

The church building in Swainton was erected in 1908. Nan 
LaCorte and Gregory Hudgins, church members active in 
researching the history of West’s church, said this is not the 
building from East Goshen, which many thought had been 
moved to the site in Swainton. 

The 1908 building, over a century old, was built as the new 
home for the church when blacks began moving down from the 
Goshen location in search of better work opportunities. The Civil 
War veteran whose grave is marked was among the first interred 
in the new cemetery when he passed in 1908.

LaCorte and Hudgins said that the church community is 
actively seeking grants and other funding to help care for the 
aging building and cemetery, which represents an important 

Villas Man Spreads Scripture with Metal Art
By CARL PRICE

VILLAS – Cold forging, hot forging, welding, 
grinding, and hammering are all part of the 
tools and techniques artist Gregg Bratsberg 
uses to create his one-of-a-kind metal sculp-
tures. 

The work entails harsh conditions and a lot 
of trial and error. That can also describe a lot of 
Bratsberg’s life, as he has dealt with emotional 
issues for many years. 

It has led him to some poor decision making, 
but has also taught him to depend more on his 
faith and less on his feelings. “I have let my 
emotions get the better of me, but I learned 
that God has a plan for my life in His time, not 
mine,” Bratsberg explained.

Hailing from Fort Bragg, Calif., Bratsberg 
attended boot camp at Coast Guard Training 
Center Cape May and fell in love with the area, 
requesting his permanent duty in Cape May. 
While stationed here, he met his wife, Lisa.

He left the Coast Guard in 1990 and re-
turned to California, but returned to Cape 
May County in 2011, working welding fishing 
vessels. After working and leaving several jobs, 
Bratsberg realized his emotional state was 
making it hard to hold a job. 

He soon turned to metalwork to stay oc-
cupied, and back to his faith to keep himself 
balanced.

“I started attending Cape Community 
Church. God’s word inspires me, and the 
people there have offered me encouragement 
and prayers,” he said. 

Bratsberg’s first sculpture was a dog, fash-
ioned from an oil tank he cut in half and ham-
mered into shape. The dog sits at the entrance 
to the soon-to-open Bergin University of Canine 
Studies in Penngrove, Calif.

“My interest in metal sculpture just took off 
from there,” Bratsberg said.

He began thinking of pieces he could easily 
make with limited tools, limited materials, 
and great appeal. He decided to try his hand 
at swords. He also decided all future work 
would sport a verse of scripture somewhere 
on the piece. 

“I wanted my art to be a way for me to tell 
others about what God has done in my life and 
to be an encouragement for someone who may 
be dealing with issues like I do, and show them 
there is an answer. Come to church, we’ll sit 
down and talk about what Jesus Christ has done 
for me,” Bratsberg explained.

His first sword was a gift to Pastor Brad 

Boyer of Cape Community Church. The sword 
bears the mission and vision statements of the 
church.

“As an expert in medieval history, the sword 
is a perfect recreation of a medieval knight’s 
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Carl Price 
Gregg Bratsberg holds a shield he crafted 
as a gift for a customer.

Erin Ledwon
The John Wesley United Methodist Church, on Goshen 
Swainton Road, will celebrate its 180th anniversary in 
February 2020.


