
Vol. 55 No. 8                                                                      February 24, 2021February 24, 2021                 Copyright 2021 Seawave Corp. All rights reserved.              Published every Wednesday.
1508 Route 47, Rio Grande, NJ 08242

The Herald is now available 
for purchase inside select local stores.

This new, paid in-store service 
supplements our traditional, 

free distribution.
Your purchases/donations help support 
local journalism. See article below for 

more information. Thank you!

What’s
THIS?

WEEKLY FEATURES

Plan your dining 
and entertainment 
fun with family
and friends!
Page A21

Celebrations/Births A16

Classifieds A40

Clip and Save A18

DoTheShore A21

Obituaries A45

Opinion A46

Real Estate A27

Religion A15

School News A14

Spout Off A16

Tides/Fishing A26

What’s Cooking A15

CAN’T FIND A HERALD?
Read the e-Edition at:

www.capemaycountyherald.com/eedition

SCHOOL NEWS
Local school 
updates and student 
accomplishments. 
Page A14

Local real estate, 
plus tips for buying, 
selling and investing.
Page A27

REAL ESTATE & 
FINANCE

Your $1 Helps 
Herald Deliver More

RIO GRANDE – In cooperation with select local 
stores, the Herald is seeking the support of our 
loyal readers to help fund our journalism activities. 
Your $1 purchase or donation helps strengthen the 
Herald just when local journalism is needed the 
most, but when our local advertisers are suffering 
greatly too.

As it has for over 50 years, advertising supports 
most of our print newspaper circulation, but as our 
advertisers struggle in these Covid-challenged 
times, so does the Herald.  This means less 
income to support the significant cost of reporting 
the news, printing and delivering papers each 
week. Meanwhile, demand for the Herald is 
stronger than ever.  Less money to serve more 
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Concerns in Black, 

Caribbean Communities Addressed

Panel: Immigration Questions 

Won’t be Asked 
TRENTON - The state Department of Health re-

cently organized a virtual town hall panel discus-
sion aimed at the unique concerns of the state’s 
Black and Caribbean communities as they relate 
to the pandemic and the vaccination program.

The purpose of the discussion with medical 
experts who are members of the communities 
was to dispel rumors and misinformation that 
might impact acceptance of the vaccine in groups 

disproportionately harmed by the pandemic. 
Each panelist sought to provide information 

that would assist informed decision-making re-
garding vaccination.

Emergency physician Dr. Harold LaRoche, 
New Jersey chapter president, Haitian Physicians 
Abroad, addressed the disproportionate impact of 
Covid on Black communities. 

TRENTON - The state Department of Health 
(DOH) Feb. 15 sponsored a webinar panel dis-
cussion aimed at “addressing the facts, fears, and 
myths regarding the Covid vaccine for New Jersey 
Latinx communities.”

The panel addressed a unique fear in the Latino 
community - immigration status. The need to 
dispel rumors that vaccination information will be 
shared with immigration authorities is an import-

ant step in addressing that fear. Dr. Luis Espina 
emphasized that questions about immigration 
status won’t be asked.

Dr. Marcella Perez, who is a physician at a 
federally qualified health center, urged Latinos to 
use these centers, even with the word ‘federal’ 
in the name. 

“One half of our Latino patients are undoc-
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Middle Discusses Master Plan Report
By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - New Jersey municipalities are 
required to revisit their master plan document 
at least every 10 years. The Middle Township 
Planning Board conducted a review in 2020 
and issued a reexamination report (https://bit.
ly/3kbjfp1). The public hearing and adoption of 
that report by the Planning Board occurred in 
November 2020 (http://bit.ly/3kbjtMT).

Mayor Timothy Donohue said Middle Town-
ship Committee delayed discussing the reexam-
ination report recommendations in the hope that 
the pandemic restrictions on indoor gatherings 
would lessen, permitting a public discussion and 
exchange on the recommendations. 

With a related stormwater management plan 
up for consideration soon and a need before the 
end of 2021 to reaffirm and gain state approval 
of the municipality’s centers, the delay was no 
longer an option.

The committee Feb. 17 dedicated its work ses-

sion to the discussion of the reexamination report 
recommendations. No formal action was taken.

The master plan reexamination report updates 
the land use planning and serves as a guide for 
the municipality’s future development. 

Municipal Engineer Vincent Orlando presented 
the reexamination report recommendations at 
the work session. They fall into six major areas:

1. Short-term rentals: Increasingly, munici-
pal property owners are turning to Airbnb 
and similar venues to advertise short-term 
rentals, especially in summer. One count 
said there were over 200 such ads. The 
Planning Board is recommending an ordi-

nance to regulate short-term rentals to set 
minimum stay, licensing, and inspection 
requirements. The recommendation in 
the report is that short-term rentals be 
permitted but regulated in all zones.

2. Inclusion of rental apartments: The re-
port recommends the municipality allow 
rental apartments adjacent to single-family 
homes, with the size of the apartment 
limited to a percentage of the total square 
footage of the home. Essentially, the living 
quarters would become accessory apart-
ments, which would be regulated under 
zoning rules. Another aspect of the rec-
ommendation was permitting these units 
to be created as low- to moderate-income 
apartments open to municipal stipends 
and deed restricted as low- or moder-
ate-income units, meeting Council on 
Affordable Housing (COAH) obligations.

3. Marinas: Increasing tensions between 

The Middle Township Planning Board 

is recommending an ordinance 

to regulate short-term rentals to 

set minimum stay, licensing, and 

inspection requirements.

By ERIC CONKLIN

COURT HOUSE - A Georgia-based baseball 
league is looking to expand into Cape May County.

Alternative Baseball, established in 2016 by 
Taylor Duncan, who is autistic, has 80 teams 
nationwide, including the Hudson Warriors and 
Generals, based in Jersey City. Duncan, 25, is on 
a mission to grow that number.

Alternative Baseball doesn’t alter the sport 
much. The seven-to-nine-inning games are played 
on an ordinary baseball field, with players at each 
position. Umpires are needed, too. 

It’s a unique league, in that it’s designated for 
autistic teens and young adults. Spectators won’t 
find contracted players with Nike or Wheaties 
endorsement deals. Instead, they’ll find people 
living their dream of playing America’s pastime 
despite not getting a chance elsewhere. 

Duncan, a native of Dallas, Georgia, which, 
Google Maps estimates, is an over 13-hour drive 

Baseball League for Autistic Athletes Seeks Team in CMCo

Overcoming Vaccine Fears

            Courtesy of Alternative Baseball
Alternative Baseball is a baseball league for autistic people or those with special needs. The 
league has 80 teams, and its commissioner, Taylor Duncan, is looking for an opportunity to 
place a team in Cape May County.(Page A8 Please)


