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The Herald is now available 
for purchase inside select local stores.

This new, paid in-store service 
supplements our traditional, 

free distribution.
Your purchases/donations help support 
local journalism. See article below for 

more information. Thank you!

What’s
THIS?

Join the Herald 
RIO GRANDE – When you choose to scan your 

Herald print copies, subscribe online or donate, 
you are joining with us to deliver strong local 
journalism for Cape May County.

As it has for over 50 years, advertising supports 
most of our print newspaper circulation, but local 
advertising spending has declined - especially 
in recent years. This means less income to 
support the significant cost of news coverage, 
production, printing and delivering papers each 
week. Meanwhile, demand for the Herald remains 
very strong.

To meet this challenge, the Herald is 
augmenting our free print distribution program 
with paid circulation together with other forms of 
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OPINION

CAN’T FIND A HERALD?
Read the e-Edition at:

www.capemaycountyherald.com/eedition

By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE – The staggering growth in 
Covid cases is impacting county health care 
systems.

Numbers
Covid case numbers are breaking records. As 

of Jan. 7, Cape May County reported 2,282 active 
community cases. There is general agreement 
that that number is probably an undercount, 
given the availability of home test results that go 
unreported.

For the first seven days of 2022, the county av-
eraged 210 new cases a day. Even with the state’s 
adoption of the reduced quarantine timeframes 
sanctioned by the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), infected individuals can-
not clear the shorter timeframes faster than the 
new cases pile up. The result is a growing active 
caseload.

Worse, after an apparent drop in Covid mortali-
ty numbers, the county reported 13 Covid-related 
deaths in the first seven days of the new year. 

By COLLIN HALL

NORTH CAPE MAY - What’s the price of a life? 
If you’re a duck, you might cost $10 at Tractor 
Supply Company.  

While a duck may make an easy Easter present, 
come winter, those same ducks are often dumped 
on the sides of roads or into nearby ponds, and 
meet an untimely demise at the hand of winter’s 
frost. 

Evoy Funeral Home, in North Cape May, has 
become accustomed to this reality. The pond that 
glistens in the front of Evoy’s building makes an 
attractive dumping spot for weary duck owners. 

Justin Mogavero, who has done his best to save 
ducks from this fate, fondly remembers ducks who 
would nest and swim there when he was a child, 
but the idyllic sight of roosting ducks betrays the 
reality that those same animals were victims of 
negligence, and only survived because locals took 
the burden of caretaking upon themselves.

As the crisp fall air sharpened into winter, 
history repeated itself at Evoy. Mogavero, who 
lives by the funeral home, realized that a batch 
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Local Man Gives  
Dumped Ducks a 2nd Chance

of newly dumped pekins would die of cold if not 
given immediate care. 

Without any fanfare, Mogavero worked with 
Evoy to construct a wooden, heated home for 
the ducks by hand. He was happy to take on the 
project and worked with Evoy to match the duck 
house’s colors to those of the funeral home. 

Pekin ducks “are not as easy as everyone 
thinks they are. They can’t be outside when it’s 
cold. They need a constant water supply to wet 
themselves, so their feathers stay oiled. That’s why 
people dump them,” Mogavero said.   

“It’s a lot like what happens when people dump 
older dogs. The same thing happens with ducks. 
People get them at Easter and then they grow up 
and poop too much for people’s liking. People 
think that they’ll be fine in the wild. That isn’t 
always the case… Don’t dump your animals and 
expect them to survive,” he said. 

Tammy Loveland, who has worked at Evoy for 
many years, has a different theory on the origins 
of the ducks who have found their way to the 

Analysis

County Reports 13 Covid Deaths, 
Averages 210 New Cases a Day

The report on the county dashboard for Dec. 31 
showed 249 total fatalities since the beginning of 
the pandemic. The report issued by the county 
Jan. 7 showed 262.

Hospitalizations in the southern seven New 
Jersey counties are up 45% since New Year’s Eve. 
At Cape Regional Medical Center (CRMC), the 
number of Covid patients Dec. 6 was five. CRMC 
Jan. 3 reported 33 Covid patients. The number 
grew to 56 Jan. 10.

Omicron Can Overwhelm Due to Sheer 
Volume

What many national health officials have 
presented as good news is that omicron is not 
causing the same level of serious illness that was 
associated with the delta variant. Despite the 
record hospitalizations in New Jersey and Cape 
May County, the number of infections in the 
community is growing at a much faster pace than 
hospitalizations.

It is the sheer volume of those infected with 
the virus that is driving hospitalizations, even 
though required in a smaller percentage of cases, 

to grow rapidly.
As of Jan. 1, the CDC variant tracking system re-

ported that omicron is far and away the dominant 
variant responsible for the recent surge in cases. 
CDC data shows omicron behind 95.4% of all new 
cases. That, it turns out, should be good news.

Health officials continue to point to multiple 
studies that show omicron able to breach the 
body’s defenses, causing not only new infections, 
but high levels of breakthrough cases in people 
who have been either vaccinated or previously 
infected. The stunning ability to infect does not 
appear to carry over to an ability to damage the 
lungs, a key factor in the percentage of serious 
illness.

Still, no one should dismiss the variant. Ad-
vanced age has always been the biggest risk factor 
with Covid in all its variations. Not enough is 
known about omicron and its impact as it reaches 
older, more vulnerable populations. The ability 
of omicron to partially evade natural and vaccine 
immunity means more seniors will be infected. 
Of the 13 county fatalities reported in 2022, 10 
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Collin Hall 
Justin Mogavero put together a shelter for 
five pekin ducks dropped off at Evoy Funeral 
Home.

By SHAY RODDY

Supply chain problems have impacted business-
es globally and Cape May County has been no 
exception. Across all sectors of business, and in 
various ways, delays, and price increases, driven 
by breakdowns in the supply chain, have forced 
business owners into tough decisions and upped 
their stress in what has already been a brutal 21 
months since the pandemic hit.

Here is a firsthand look at how some county 
businesses were impacted. 

Cellular Tracking Technologies 
In a 1-year-old building, modeled with a 

plane-hangar vibe in mind, Cellular Tracking 
Technologies’ headquarters at the Cape May 
County Airport was bustling with activity on a 
December afternoon. 

The company, which sells innovative tracking 
equipment for wildlife, has expanded to over 25 
employees and a larger office space, as it contin-
ues to grow.

The trackers, which often weigh less than a 
paperclip, continuously collect position data using 

Supply Chain Disruptions Impact Local Businesses
GPS and other sensors. Once a day, or however 
often it is configured to, it will upload the data 
when it is near a cell tower. If it is not 
in range of a cell tower, it will continue 
to store the data and then dump it off 
the next time it is. 

The company has built a long list of 
repeat clients from around the world. 

For co-founder Michael Lanzone 
and his business partner and company 
co-founder Casey Halverson, it’s been 
a year of coming up with creative solu-
tions to problems posed by a disruption 
in the supply chain.

After weathering the initial worry 
brought by a sudden drop in orders 
after Covid hit the U.S. in March 2020, 
thanks to Paycheck Protection Program 
(PPP) money and orders resuming, 
came a second shot.

“The crazy thing is, when things 
started to pick up again, the supply 
chain came right after that. There was not like a 
special PPP for supply-chain-impacted business-
es, and, arguably, it’s almost worse now. The 

only difference is now we’re getting orders,” 
Lanzone said, “but we’re having to spend five 

to 10 times more per device to get it 
manufactured.”

One GPS chip that Cellular Tracking 
Technologies uses on its SensorStation 
product, a receiver to collect data from 
tracking devices, became unavailable 
for 52 weeks, Halverson said. The 
company had to creatively find a way 
to design something else to perform the 
chip’s function, so it could continue to 
manufacture and sell the $689 product. 

In addition to delays in getting ship-
ments, there have also been consider-
able and unpredictable price increases 
for different products.

Lanzone said it rubs him the wrong 
way when acting as a buyer and a 
manufacturer comes back to him after 
an order has been placed and says the 

Provided 
A veery wearing a HybridTag, one of Cellular 
Tracking Technology’s products. This veery 
was tagged on Cape May Island at the Mead-
ows, part of the Nature Conservancy, during 
its migration. 

Shay Roddy
A GPS chip, top 
right, on this Sen-
sorS ta t ion ,  was 
unavailable for 52 
weeks.


