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Plan Harriet Tubman Museum
By VINCE CONTI

CAPE MAY – The dilapidated pre-Victorian 
house has been on an endangered list for years. 
The Howell House used to be a parish home for 
the pastor of the adjacent Macedonia Baptist 
Church.  

Thirty years ago, the then pastor moved out, 
and the house has been vacant and largely unat-
tended. The church members tried to do some 
basic work, but their efforts were always limited 
by scarce funds. 

Now, the historic house may have a new op-
portunity to flourish in the 21st century. 

On Dec. 16 Cape May business leader Robert 
Mullock and his son Zack held a formal lease-sign-
ing ceremony at the church. The lease will allow 
the Mullocks to renovate the building.  Their 
plan is to turn the building into a museum for 
Harriet Tubman who helped lead the struggle 
against slavery.

The task of dealing with a historic structure 
will not be a new one for Mullock. 

Owners of the Chalfonte Hotel, the Mullock 
family has ties to Cape May’s Victorian past and 
its long-standing southern roots.  

For years, a meal in the hotel’s Magnolia Room made clear 
Cape May’s location below the Mason-Dixon Line. 

The Macedonia Baptist Church is over a century old. The 
white church with bright red doors sits at the corner of Lafayette 
and Franklin streets in the heart of what was once a thriving 

African-American community.  
The church sits amid several reminders of the city’s Afri-

can-American heritage including the nearby Franklin Street 
School and the Allen African Methodist Episcopal Church.

The signing ceremony was an opportunity for Cape May of-
ficials to turn out in support of the planned restoration. Mayor 

Clarence Lear, Deputy Mayor Shaine Meier, 
Council members Bea Pessagno and Patricia 
Hendricks, ex-mayor Robert Elwell, Council 
members-elect Stacey Sheehan and Zack Mull-
ock were all present. 

Why a Tubman Museum?
Barbara Dreyfuss explained why the Howell 

Hose would be a fitting tribute to Tubman.
In the antebellum era, Cape May was a 

location Tubman returned to in order to earn 
needed funds to continue her Underground 
Railroad, Dreyfuss said. 

Over three summer seasons, Tubman worked 
in the city’s hotels and with well-off families as a 
cook to earn money to bring more slaves north. 

In Cape May, Tubman found others active in 
the fight against slavery. 

Dreyfuss noted that Pennsylvania Anti-Slav-
ery Society founder Stephen Smith built his 
summer home on Lafayette Street. 

Born a slave, Smith’s business skills propelled 
him to a position as one of the richest black men 
in the country. 

Next to Smith’s house was Banneker House, 
“a first-class hotel for free blacks in 1846,” said 
Dreyfuss. 

It was a destination frequented by many of Philadelphia’s 
leading black abolitionists. 

A Cape May Baptist preacher named Joseph Leach became a 
“political leader and editor of the Ocean Wave newspaper” in 
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Will Berm Prevent Flooding? 
By BILL BARLOW 

OCEAN CITY – It’s been about a year since reeds and trees 
were cut along a drainage ditch on 52nd Street. Some advocates 
want to know when, exactly, the trees will be replanted.

City Councilman Robert “Bob” Barr said neighbors could 
see replanting in 2019 but added that any replanting would 
be part of a sweeping plan for drainage improvements in that 
neighborhood.

With drainage improvements in Merion Park complete, the 
pumping stations operational on a 4th Ward drainage project and 
drainage work in the north end nearing completion, this south 
end neighborhood could be the next focus for city drainage 
work, according to city spokesman Doug Bergen.

“Ocean City is one of the few towns that is actually investing 
in solutions to coastal flooding and sea level rise, and if it’s 
successful, this project could be groundbreaking,” said Bergen.

At the Dec. 13 City Council meeting, officials unanimously 
approved a resolution to study the creation of a berm to protect 

south end neighborhoods from rising tidal water. While there 
are bulkheads along the bay in much of the city, in some areas, 
the roads and alleys are just a little higher than the surrounding 
marsh, allowing high tides to wash into town.

City council voted to approve a $45,000 contract with ACT 
Engineering, a firm that has worked closely with the city on 
back bay dredging and drainage projects, to study the use of an 
embankment left along the edge of the marsh from the former 
railroad for use in flood protection.

At the same meeting, Barr indicated that more street and 
drainage work is due for the neighborhood.

In December 2017, crews removed the thicket of phragmites, 
cedars and other growth along a split-rail fence in the residential 
area of 52nd Street.

At the time, city officials described it as routine maintenance 
that was too-long delayed, but some neighbors were outraged, 
describing the cutting as unsightly and damaging to flood 
protection.
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Battle of the Bulge Vets Dine, Reminisce 
By CARL PRICE

CAPE MAY – In a Belgian forest 74 
years ago the Allied forces fought the 
costliest battle in U.S. Army history, 
suffering nearly 100,000 casualties. 

Four men who survived that battle 
and helped turn the tide of World War II, 
had lunch with friends, family, and other 
veterans at the Mad Batter in Cape May, 
compliments of owner Mark Kulkowitz.

On Dec. 18, the Battle of the Bulge 
survivors and other veterans gathered to 
remember the offensive that could have 
put the Allied forces at a great disadvan-
tage, but instead stopped the Nazi push 
to the port of Antwerp and dealt Adolph 
Hitler’s war machine a death blow.

The surprise blitzkrieg occurred be-
tween Dec. 16, 1944 and Jan. 25, 1945. 
It involved American, French, British, 
Canadian, Belgian and German troops. 

When it was over, the official list of 
American casualties was 80,987, includ-
ing 19,000 killed.

Elmer Umbenhauer
Elmer Umbenhauer was 18 and fresh out of 

high school when he enlisted and headed to 
Fort Benning in Georgia for 14 weeks of infantry 

training. He scored well on a test and was sent 
to Illinois to study engineering. 

“After five months, the Army decided they 

needed soldiers, not college boys, 
and I got sent overseas with the 
8th Armored Division,” Umben-
hauer said.

His division pushed through 
France and arrived in the heavily- 
forested Ardennes where the Battle 
of the Bulge was fought.

“We kept the Germans from 
making it to the coast and then 
pushed them all the way back to 
Germany until they finally surren-
dered,” Umbenhauer explained.

John Crosby
John Crosby worked in com-

munications for the 7th Army and 
almost lost his life in the battle, not 
to the Germans, but at an American 
roadblock.

“I arrived at this roadblock that 
wasn’t supposed to be there. We 
were on alert because the Germans 
had sent 10,000 of their own 
men into the region in U.S. Army 
uniforms. They asked me for the 
password of the day, and I gave it 

to them,” said Crosby. “All of a sudden there are 
four guns at the side of my head. A tall Texan 
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Carl Price

Elmer Umbenhauer, left, Joe Caserta, center, and Ray Bushong 
were teenagers in 1944 when they fought the Battle of the Bulge.

Bill Barlow

A year after crews cut vegetation on 52nd Street, some has 
grown back. Some residents want to see trees replanted.
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