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Coast Guard Community Festival Returns

By COLLIN HALL

CAPE MAY - Cape May is home to the only 
Coast Guard enlisted training center in the U.S., 
but alongside those who work to prepare the 
next generation of the Coast Guard are men 
and women who work year-round on search and 
rescue missions, fishing patrols, maritime safety 
law enforcement boardings, and other vital tasks 
to maintain order up and down the nearby coast.

What is Station Cape May?
Station Cape May, where these tasks flow out 

of, is a largely separate entity from the training 
center. Its staff, operations, and logistics are 
handled through a separate chain of command, 
and the tasks it performs are more in line with 
what one might think of as typical Coast Guard 
functions. 

Lt. Daniel Nelson is the current commanding of-
ficer of the station, and he oversees approximately 
50 full-time servicemembers and 24 reservists 
who work there. For such a small crew, the station 
carries out a mighty number of tasks.

Nelson explained in an interview with the 
Herald that the station’s main mission is search 
and rescue. This is the team that makes headlines 
when responding to a sunken boat off Wildwood’s 
coast, or to a man who fell asleep on his sailboat 
and washed ashore in Avalon.

The frequency of search and rescue operations 
increases greatly in the summer, he said, when 
tourism and seasonal activities are in full swing. 
Though wintertime has far fewer incidents, he 
stressed that they are almost always more se-
vere. He said, “When you are called to a search 
and rescue case in the winter, they tend to be 
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Collin Hall
Lt. Daniel Nelson, the commanding officer of Station Cape May, near the station’s multi-mis-
sion building. 

File Photo
The Cape May County Coast Guard Community Festival returns May 7 after being cancelled in 2020 and 2021 due to Covid. The public is invited to attend the free event at U.S. Coast 
Guard Training Center Cape May, 1 Munro Ave., Cape May. A photo ID is required for all adults and bags are subject to search. The above photo was taken at the 2019 event.


