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Clean, Green…Profitable?
By BILL BARLOW

OCEAN CITY – In most lifetimes, there are 
only a few chances to participate in the birth of 
an industry, Kris Ohleth told a group of business-
people gathered at The Flanders Hotel Feb. 25. 

This is one of those times, she said.
Ohleth is the senior manager for stakeholder 

engagement of Orsted, the Danish energy firm 
that has the contract to build Ocean Wind, the 
first wind farm off New Jersey, a massive instal-
lation planned for about 15 miles off the coast, 
set to power about a half-million homes when it 
powers up in 2024.

The multimillion-dollar proposal is the first in a 
series, a major part of Gov. Phil Murphy’s plan to 
move the state entirely to green energy by 2050.

Economic Impact
At the event, presented by the Cape May Coun-

ty Chamber of Commerce, a packed ballroom 
heard details about the plans and the projected 
economic impact. Jobs were the focus of the day, 
and attendees heard that the project will directly 
create about 3,000 jobs.

Most of those will be in the construction of 
the massive installation, but there will also be 
hundreds of new jobs in the maintenance and 
operation of the wind turbines.

Ohleth said that the United States is already a 
generation behind Northern Europe in offshore 
wind power, citing an Orsted installation built 
close to 30 years ago. 

The American Northeast combines three im-
portant features that make projects like Ocean 
Wind feasible.

She showed a slide with three images, including 
one showing the lights of the East Coast from 
space.

“You can see there’s a huge coastal electricity 
demand between Boston and Washington, D.C.,” 
she said, pointing to the yellowish glow of mul-
tiple cities. “Coincident to that is a tremendous 
offshore wind source, really a world-class wind 
resource,” she added.

The winds along the East Coast ocean are 
strong and steady through most of the year. 

Finally, the continental shelf extends into the 
ocean. Oil platforms in the Gulf of Mexico may 
extend thousands of feet to the bottom, she 
said, but for miles off of New Jersey the water 
is 60 to 100 feet deep, making the engineering 
relatively easy.

Describing herself as a “Jersey girl,” Ohleth 
said wind projects will run from Massachusetts 
to Virginia, but she said she is proud New Jersey 
will be a leader.

“New Jersey is kind of at the center of the 
universe here. It’s at the center of the offshore 
wind universe,” she said.

The sold-out, paid event included opportuni-

ties to network with Orsted employees and the 
third-party organizations that will have contracts 
on the project, including those that will hire the 
fleet of boats expected to ferry workers to the 
offshore construction sites.

According to Ohleth, big opportunities are on 
the way.

“This is not just about Ocean Winds. This is 
not just about New Jersey. This is about a region-
al industry that we all have the opportunity to 
participate in,” she said.

Commercial Fishing Concerns
Not everyone was as sanguine about the 

proposal.
Jeff Kaelin, of Lunds Fisheries, presented a 

slide that showed the overlap of the project area 
for Ocean Wind with the path of fishing boats in 
the region.

“The clam guys fish inside of there,” he said.
Kaelin stated that the fishing industry would 

face a disproportionate impact from the wind 
energy proposal. He described commercial fishing 
as a $6-billion industry that employs about 30,000 
people in a half-dozen different ports, including 
the Lunds facility, near the Middle Thorofare 
Bridge, just in from Cape May Inlet.

He said they are meeting with Orsted “con-
stantly,” an evaluation later confirmed by Ohleth, 
but he suggested that the number of jobs promised 
may be high. 

He cited a report from Scotland that indicated 
the number of jobs from an offshore wind project 
fell short of projections.

“Our goal is to coexist – you’ve heard that a 
couple of times already – but not be replaced in 
a rush to create new jobs that may or may not 
materialize,” Kaelin said.

Lund’s has its roots in the 1970s, he said, when 
new regulations kept foreign fishing trawlers out 
of American waters. 

When it started, there were few regulations 
on the industry. After more than 40 years, catch 
limits and regulations have been imposed.
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Wildwoods Await High Dune Project
By SHAY RODDY

WILDWOOD - The wait continues for a 16-foot high, 75-foot 
wide dune and berm, to be constructed along the length of 
Five-Mile Beach. For some on the island, the project can’t come 
soon enough. For others, it would be best if it did not happen.

An Army Corps of Engineers project, sponsored by the New 
Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP), orig-
inally presented in 2014, has yet to break ground. According 
to the Army Corps project manager Mike Hart, the project is 
still a couple years away.

“Our current timeline, we would look to award it in fall 
2021, with construction completed in the spring of 2022,” 
Hart said. “They’re still kind of tentative dates that we’re 
working toward.”

If that changes, it wouldn’t be the first time the project’s 
timeline has been pushed back. Aptly called the Hereford Inlet 
to Cape May Inlet Project, the plan is to construct a dune and 
berm spanning the length of the Wildwoods.

High School Pupils Can Earn 
College Credits

By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - Not long ago, the only way 
high school students earned college credit for 
work done while in high school was through 
Advanced Placement (AP) tests. Now, a variety 
of programs provide opportunities for students 
to get a jump start on college.

Dual Credit
Dual credit programs offer college credit for 

courses taken at a student’s high school. Links 
between high school courses and specific col-
leges provide college credit while the courses 
continue to meet high school graduation re-
quirements. 

In almost all cases, the credits are not free, 
but the tuition rate is significantly lower than it 
would be if the credits were gained at a college.

Goodway Marks 103rd Birthday
By CARL PRICE

CREST HAVEN – In 1917, the year 
Anna May Goodway was born, the 
United States entered World War I; 
the Bolshevik Revolution happened 
in Russia; women were two years 
away from obtaining the right to vote, 
and future President John F. Kennedy 
was born.

Goodway celebrated her 103rd 
birthday Feb. 19, at Crest Haven 
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, 
with family and a contingent of local 
officials bearing plaques recognizing 
her longevity. State Assemblyman 

Antwan McClellan (R-1st), Free-
holder Jeffrey Pierson and Middle 
Township Mayor Timothy Donohue 
presented Goodway with proclama-
tions. Joanne Carrocino, president 
and CEO, Cape Regional Health Sys-
tem, honored Goodway for her years 
of service at the hospital.

Goodway worked at what was 
Burdette Tomlin Memorial Hospital, 
currently Cape Regional Medical 
Center. She started her career in the 
kitchen and eventually became head 
dietician until she retired.

“There are people working at the 
hospital who remember Anna May, 

Daylight Saving 
Time returns at 
2 a.m. March 
8. Set clocks 
ahead one 

hour. Eastern 
Standard Time 

will resume 
Nov. 1.

and they all signed the card for her,” Carro-
cino said, to Goodway’s apparent delight, as 
she scanned the birthday card.
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Sea hits N. Wildwood bulkhead.

Orsted wind turbine off Block Island, R.I.
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