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Middle Supports Medical 
Marijuana Facility
By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - Most of a three-hour 
Middle Township Committee meeting Aug. 5 
was given over to public discussion of a pro-
posed medical marijuana facility on the Indian 
Trail Road site of the former La Monica clam 
processing plant. 

In the end, the governing body agreed to 
send a letter of support for the proposal.

A packed room listened to a prepared pre-
sentation by Insa Chief Executive Officer Mark 
Zatyrka, an acknowledged medical marijuana 
user.

Committee then turned over the next two 
hours to questions and comments from the 
public.

What was under formal consideration was 
whether the municipality would issue a letter 
of support to accompany Insa’s application for 
a state license. New Jersey recently expanded 
the number of medical marijuana sites it would 
allow in the state and set an Aug. 21 deadline 
for applicants for permits.

The majority of the public did not oppose 
the proposal, but there was significant opposi-
tion from a group of individuals who live near 
the proposed site. Those who did oppose the 
municipality’s letter of support urged officials 
to find another location in a more remote site.  

“I don’t oppose medical marijuana but I do 
feel that this is the wrong location,” one said, 
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Can Beachgoers Walk the Beach Without a Tag?
By COLLIN HALL

The Herald received a series of Spout Offs 
stating that an Avalon beachgoer’s rights were 
infringed upon. The beachgoer was allegedly 
stopped by the Avalon Beach Patrol because 
they took a walk on an Avalon beach without 
a beach tag.

Another spouter came to this person’s de-
fense. They claimed the beach walker “had 
every right to enter that beach and go for your 

walk. It is illegal for the beach attendants to 
have stopped you. Every person has a legal 
right to enjoy the beaches for walks and even 
swimming.”

This claim, that a stroll on a beach that would 
otherwise require paid access is allowed, is 
partially true.

Beach access without a tag on Seven Mile 
Island is permitted outside the hours of 10 
a.m. and 5 p.m., between May 25 and Sept. 2. 
According to the Stone Harbor Beach Patrol, all 

beach access ¬-- including walks -- requires a 
beach tag during those seasonal hours.

This claim depends on where that beachgoer 
is enjoying their walk. The actual beach - as in 
the area with dry sand above the mean tide’s 
high-water line - is owned by the Borough of 
Stone Harbor, Avalon, or whatever property 
owner owns any given beach. 

The wet sand, which extends to the highest 
point of the tide, is public land per New Jersey’s 
Public Access rights, which can be found here: 

http://bit.ly/NJPublicAccess.
The precedent for these laws dates back to the 

Roman Empire. The Roman Emperor Justinian 
enacted similar public trust laws in 500 A.D.

As written on NJ.gov, Book II of the Institutes 
of Justinian reads: “By the law of nature these 
things are common to all mankind – the air, 
running water, the sea, and consequently the 
shores of the sea. No one, therefore, is forbid-
den to approach the seashore, provided that he 
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Animal Control: 

Report Injured Birds
By RACHEL ROGISH

NORTH WILDWOOD - “It’s been a very frustrating season,” Linda 
Gentille of Shore Animal Control (SAC) said Aug. 1. 

As seagull fatalities continue to climb, staff members strive to save 
as many birds as they can during the summer. 

Why are the gulls more vulnerable in 2019? According to Gentille, 
a higher volume of traffic puts the birds in dangerous positions, 
especially if food is involved. 

Gentille said many fatalities occur in parking lots near restau-
rants or supermarkets. Seagulls swoop down for food and are hit 
by passing cars. 

Gentille said the deaths are often “unintentional,” but on shore 
beaches, the injuries are often intentional. Gentille said many va-
cationers view the gulls as “flying rats” and pests. However, those 
who call animal control and report injured birds are a blessing, 
according to Gentille. 

Statistics show that in 2018 two to three calls per week were 
received by SAC for injured seagulls during the summer. In 2019, 
10-15 calls per week have been received for seagulls with broken 
wings and other injured birds. 

After a court case in 2017 in Sea Isle City that imposed a $250 
fine for a man who killed a gull, SAC has seen a decline in injured 
gulls in that city.  

With the blessing comes additional responsibility. With an 
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Air Defense: Falcons vs. Gulls
By BILL BARLOW

OCEAN CITY – Ocean City Council approved spending 
more than $60,000 to use birds of prey to combat aggressive 
seagulls on the beach and boardwalk for the rest 
of summer 2019.

Mayor Jay Gillian and city Admin-
istrator George Savastano said the 
problem had reached the point 
where something had to be done. 
Almost everyone who regularly 
visits Ocean City’s Boardwalk has 
stories of gulls diving in to knock 
pizzas, french fries, popcorn, ice 
cream and other treats from peo-
ple’s hands.

It’s happened for years, if not 
decades, but ac-

cording to city officials, the problem has gotten much worse. 
Savastano said the city received an unprecedented number 
of complaints about aggressive gulls in July.

“Given the apparent severity and magnitude of the prob-
lem, which is island-wide, and given the failure of past efforts 
of education and enforcement to prevent feeding the gulls, it 

was clear something different was needed if we were to 
truly reduce or eliminate this public health 

and safety issue,” Savastano said.
Council unanimously ap-

proved the $65,100 contract 
with East Coast Falcons of 

Lodi, which will use trained fal-
cons, hawks and owls to drive 

the gulls away, with the aim of returning 
them to their natural, presumable pizza-free diet.

The city consulted with the Ocean City Humane 
Society and the city purchasing agent about the plan, 
Savastano said. He added that because it was an 
emergency, the city did not need to go out to bid for 
the contract. The birds were already at work when 
the contract vote was held Aug. 8.

The city is willing to look at other funding options, 
but for now, its tax money is covering the cost.

“For this contract, it’s on the city’s dime,” Savas-
tano said.

The falconers are set to be out rain or shine every 
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Beachgoers enjoy a walk on the beach in Avalon. Collin Hall


