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The Herald is now available 
for purchase inside select local stores.

This new, paid in-store service 
supplements our traditional, 

free distribution.
Your purchases/donations help support 
local journalism. See article below for 

more information. Thank you!

What’s
THIS?

HAPPY BIRTHDAY U.S. COAST GUARD

Coast Guard 

Marks 231 Years

Year after year, Cape May County community members show their support for 

the Coast Guard. 2020 was no exception, as the community rallied to support 
the Coast Guard through an unprecedented time. 

Now, halfway through another year, still navigating unknowns, the community 
has a lot to celebrate. The county’s commitment to our nation’s service members 
year-round is always impressive. This special edition of the Herald celebrates 
the Coast Guard’s birthday Aug. 4. In this tribute, readers will see various topics 
covered, such as hometown heroes, showing Coast Guard pride, graduation 
celebrations, fact sheet, quotes from commanding officers and much more. 

Executive Director Mike Couch, of the Coast Guard Community Foundation, 
states, “The Cape May County community has a long history of supporting the 
Coast Guard. The foundation hosts events, such as the annual Coast Guard 
Community Festival and the weekly graduation send-offs, to celebrate our local 
coasties. Our nonprofit also focuses on developing programs, like the Community 
Activity and Welcome Ashore! programs, to help Coast Guard members and their 
families feel at home, while they are stationed in Cape May.”

The Coast Guard is truly a global force, with service members conducting dan-
gerous frontline missions in some of the world’s most challenging environments. 

Read more about them on page A23

By VINCE CONTI

TRENTON - Gov. Phil Murphy signed a bill that denies 
municipalities their traditional control over where and how 
cables from offshore wind farm projects can come ashore.  

According to the bill, a New Jersey Board of Public 
Utilities (NJBPU) approved project can locate, build, use 
and maintain wires and cables that are associated with the 
transmission of electrical power from offshore wind farms 
to land-based infrastructure.  

The state legislature can move quickly when it wants 
to. The bill, introduced in the state Senate June 10, passed 
both houses in Trenton by June 24. Murphy signed the 
bill into law July 23. 

The legislation intends to prevent municipalities from 
unreasonably interfering in the onshore cable placements 
that will bring electrical power from the wind farms to 
shore-located connections on the electrical grid. 

The concern was that some groups opposing the proj-
ects might use municipal control over the right of ways 
to delay them.

At issue for Cape May County is the Orsted/PSEG 
project, which plans to place 99 wind turbines 15 miles 
offshore, running from Atlantic City to Stone Harbor. 

The current plan calls for running high-voltage trans-
mission cables through Ocean City to the decommissioned 
B.L. England generating station, in Beesley’s Point, as a 
ready-made connection point to the grid.

There are three potential locations for the cables as they 
move through Ocean City. Orsted appears to favor traveling 
along 35th Street, but is also considering routes through 
14th or Ninth streets. 

State officials said the rushed legislation is a “mitigating 
process” if negotiations with municipalities break down. 
Since the bill gives the ultimate power to the wind farm 
developer, the negotiations are not between equals.

Assemblyman John Burzichelli (D-3rd) said, “A high 
level of seriousness will be given to local concerns.” 

Ocean City Councilman Michael Devlieger sees it differ-
ently, telling the public at a council meeting, “Essentially, 
they have taken our right of home rule away from us.”

Orsted’s Ocean Wind project is a centerpiece of Mur-
phy’s push to have offshore wind account for 7,500 mega-
watts of energy in New Jersey by 2035. In 2019, NJBPU 
gave Orsted the bid to implement the 1,100-megawatt 
project, then the largest of its kind in the U.S.

Opposition to the wind farm in Cape May County has fo-
cused on potential environmental concerns, possible harm 
to the county’s tourist economy, its impact on migrating 
birds and other wildlife, and worries over the impact of 
the turbines on commercial fishing. 

The legislation that blitzed through Trenton ensures this 
opposition cannot coalesce in attempts to use municipal 
powers to delay the onshoring of the cables.

Burzichelli argues that there is a “misunderstanding” 
with a “small group” of people trying “to make sure 

On Offshore Wind, NJ Says No to Home Rule

By AL CAMPBELL

CREST HAVEN - The general election is Nov. 2. 
Early voting, which will occur in county libraries 
in Middle, Lower, and Upper townships, must 
begin 10 days prior. 

The clock’s ticking, and big investment looms. 
What to do?

It seemed like a perfect electoral storm brewing 
when Michael P. Kennedy, Democrat registrar 
of the Cape May County Board of Elections, 
and Douglas S. Dunhour, Republican registrar, 
attended the Board of County Commissioners’ 
July 27 meeting.

With them were representatives of Omaha, 
Nebraska-based Election Systems and Software 
(ES&S) LLC, Kevin Kerrigan, sales engineer, and 
Joe McIntyre, business development manager. 
Before the dais, the pair placed a voting machine 
and ballot reading devices to demonstrate.

Listening was County Clerk Rita Rothberg, 
whose office is responsible for ordering sample 

Early Voting Mandates Purchase of New Machines

ballots, holding drawings for candidates’ place-
ment on ballots, and preparing mail-in ballots. 
That drawing is scheduled for Aug. 9, in the 
Clerk’s Office. Envelopes are already in-house, 
she said. Printers are under contract to produce 
those ballots.

Rothberg said the decision to buy the mail-in 
ballot counting machines “alters my world,” citing 
contracts with the printers who have specifica-
tions dictated by the Dominion voting machines, 
and the Aug. 9 ballot placement deadline. 

“We’re talking about early voting. I’ve heard 
that you’ve made the decision for mail-in voting 
equipment, which is my role,” said Rothberg. 
“Today I find this out?” She asked.

“You’ve known all along,” said Kennedy. 
“I haven’t known all along,” replied Rothberg.
“There are two separate divisions between our 

offices. This is a choice of the Board of Elections,” 
said Kennedy, adding that ES&S could provide 

specifications for the printer that would work in 
the new machines.

“We’re trying to do what’s right for the county,” 
Kennedy said.

Kennedy told the commissioners that the 
four-member Board of Elections decided to buy 
30 machines, 282 electronic poll books, and two 
high-speed scanners to read ballots from ES&S. 
That action would allow the county to comply with 
the state mandate and be able to conduct early 
voting for the November general election, he said.

County commissioners are expected to decide 
on the purchase, roughly $1 million, at their Aug. 
10 meeting. The state will reimburse the county 
for the full expense of all but the two scanners.

Kennedy said the county Management Informa-
tion Systems (MIS) will assist in making internet 
connections in the three locations for the poll 
books. Those connections will allow voters to be 
checked in real-time before voting a ballot, as they 

(Page A10 Please)

(Page A10 Please)

would in their home district, regardless of where 
their vote is cast.

Kennedy underscored that only the poll books 
would be linked to the internet to verify a voter 
did not attempt to cast several ballots from various 
locations.

Voting machines will remain offline and secure.
A paper trail will be kept should a recount be 

needed.
Later this year or in 2022, depending on the 

next bond issue, a replacement of the county’s 
215 aging (16-year-old) Dominion voting ma-
chines is anticipated. Kennedy said they would 
be replaced with 140 ES&S machines.

There is no longer a need for 215 machines, 
Kennedy said, since school elections are held 
with the November general election, and May 
municipal elections are only held in Avalon, Sea 

WIND TURBINE PROPOSAL
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