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The Herald is now available 
for purchase inside select local stores.

This new, paid in-store service 
supplements our traditional, 

free distribution.
Your purchases/donations help support 
local journalism. See article below for 

more information. Thank you!

What’s
THIS?

Your $1 Helps 
Herald Deliver More

RIO GRANDE – In cooperation with select local 
stores, the Herald is seeking the support of our 
loyal readers to help fund our journalism activities. 
Your $1 purchase or donation helps strengthen the 
Herald just when local journalism is needed the 
most, but when our local advertisers are suffering 
greatly too.

As it has for over 50 years, advertising supports 
most of our print newspaper circulation, but as our 
advertisers struggle in these Covid-challenged 
times, so does the Herald.  This means less 
income to support the significant cost of reporting 
the news, printing and delivering papers each 
week. Meanwhile, demand for the Herald is 
stronger than ever.  Less money to serve more 
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By BILL BARLOW

COURT HOUSE - After almost 15 months of 
emergency rules, Cape May County is ready for 
summer. Local business owners, elected officials 
and others believe the public is eager, as well. 
Advanced bookings and other indicators point to 
a banner year for 2021.

That made Gov. Phil Murphy’s recent lifting of 
many Covid restrictions just in time for Memorial 
Day weekend all the more welcome. Murphy 
May 24 announced that both social distancing 
and the mandate that masks be worn in public 
spaces would end, with exceptions, May 28, 
along with other limits.

A week later, June 4, indoor gatherings and 
capacity limits will also go away.

“It’s very nice,” said Pete Riess, manager of 
Mack’s Pizza, a Wildwood Boardwalk staple. 
“This way, we can offer more to our customers.”

Local business owners have been watching 
carefully, according to Tracey DuFault, executive 
director, Greater Wildwood Chamber of Com-
merce, not only to see what Trenton would do, 
but also the status of capacity limits and mask 
mandates in other states, as it can be difficult to 
convince a reluctant customer to wear a mask 
indoors if the rules are different back home.

“We’re super excited about this,” she said. 
“Having the masks off, as long as everyone is 
safe, we’re definitely all for it. I think we were 
all concerned.”

With Fewer Covid Rules, CMCo Anticipates 
Booming Summer

Bill Barlow 
Leading up to Memorial Day weekend, some families kept their masks on the Ocean City Boardwalk. In the most sweeping move to lift 
restrictions related to the pandemic, Gov. Phil Murphy announced masks would no longer be required for indoor public places, as of the 
start of the holiday weekend, with additional rules set to be lifted June 4. 
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By CARL PRICE

COLD SPRING - Over 50 parents, grandpar-
ents, children and supporters came to the May 
25 Lower Township Elementary School Board of 
Education (BOE) meeting to make their feelings 
known regarding the mask mandate for children 
in school and the looming new curriculum facing 
all districts in the state.

Before entering the building, school security 
informed everyone they had to have a mask to 
attend the meeting, even children.

One mother protested, saying the mask man-
date from the state did not apply to children 2 
and under.

After confirming the rules, she was permitted 
to enter with her daughter unmasked.

Before public comment, Patricia Smith, vice 
president, BOE, proposed forming a curriculum 
committee. 

“We can learn from the curriculum experts in 
our district so that we know what we’re approv-

Carl Price
Parents, children and supporters fill the Carl T. Mitnick school cafeteria May 25.(Page A10 Please)

By AL CAMPBELL

CREST HAVEN - On county property, marijuana 
smoking is forbidden. That prohibition, by resolu-
tion of county commissioners, took place May 25.

Although voters Nov. 3, 2020, approved a 
statewide question to permit legalization of mar-
ijuana possession for adults 21 years and older, 
and the governor signed an act into law Feb. 22, 
its use won’t be allowed in places such as the 
county parks. 

CMCo Commissioner Actions

No Marijuana Smoking on County Grounds; 

Toucan Exhibit Planned at Zoo
Questioned by Commissioner Will Morey about 

the intent of the resolution, County Counsel 
Jeffrey Lindsay said the prohibition was similar 
to the prohibition of alcohol consumption on 
county property.

The resolution noted the act states nothing 
“shall permit a person to smoke, vape or aerosolize 
any cannabis item in a public place.”

 
Toucans Await Exhibit

Neil Byrne, president of the Cape May County 

Zoological Society, did something few have ever 
done at a meeting of county commissioners. He 
sought permission to build a toucan exhibit at the 
County Park and Zoo, fully paid for by the society. 
The only thing he asked of the county board was 
the passage of a memorandum of agreement to 
proceed with the project. 

Byrne said a pair of breeding toucans await 
their new residence.

The birds have long bills, which can be orange, 
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Lower School Board Hears from Mask, 

New Curriculum Opponents
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