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Jesus Has Risen
The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was cru-

cified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly 
and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will 
see him.’ Now I have told you.”

So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Sud-
denly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. Then 
Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

~ Matthew 28:5-10

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.Used by permission. All rights reserved.

 
Hop on down to the Jersey Shore and cele-

brate Easter with us! From breakfast with the 
Easter Bunny to Easter egg hunts on the beach, 
the shore offers many ways for you and your 
family to have an “eggcellent” Easter! Check 
out our compilation of Easter “Hoppenings” 
around Cape May County, and start making 
plans to grab a bite with the Bunny or search 
for treat-filled eggs. Find these events on page 
A25 of the DoTheShore section, along with 
local Easter dining specials!

2019 Easter ‘Hoppenings’

Wake Up, It’s Easter
By PASTOR RUDY SHEPTOCK

Not too long ago, I heard an old fairytale 
about a wicked witch who lived in a remote 
cottage in the deep forest. When travelers came 
through looking for lodging, she offered them 
a meal and a bed. It was the most wonderfully 
comfortable bed any of them had ever felt. But 
the cost to experience a few sweet dreams 
didn’t come cheap. 

You see, this was no ordinary mattress. 
This was a bed full of dark magic, and if you 
were still asleep in it when the sun came up, 
you would turn to stone. Then you became a 
figure in the witch’s statuary, trapped until the 
end of time. 

This witch kidnapped a young lady and 
forced the girl to serve her, and though she had 
no power to resist the wicked woman, she did 
have a real heart and it had become more and 
more filled with pity for her victims. 

One day, a young man came looking for bed 
and board and was taken in. Horrified at the 
prospects awaiting this valiant individual, the 
servant girl could not bear to see him turned 
to stone. 

She had an idea and put it immediately into 
practice. With no hesitation, she began to 
throw sticks, stones, and thistles into his bed. 
It made the bed horribly uncomfortable. This 
was going to be no ordinary night. 

The young man was miserable. Every time 
he turned over, he felt a new painful object 
attacking him. Though he cast each one out, 
there was always a new one to dig into his skin. 

He slept very little, and when he concluded 
that there was no more sheep to count, he 
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Passover: 
Festival of Freedom

By RABBI RON ISAACS

One of the most widely celebrated Jewish 
holidays is the festival of Passover, also known 
as the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 

In recent years, many churches also host a 
celebration of a Seder Passover meal. 

In the U.S., Passover occurs in the spring-
time, when the trees begin to bud and the 
sap begins to flow. But I have often wondered 
what it might be like to celebrate Passover in 
Australia just as fall is beginning. 

I am sure it feels normal to the Australian 
Jewish community but I think I would find it 
a bit disorienting.

The Jewish calendar, created 2,000 years 
ago, is complex, and beautifully interweaves 
natural, historical and existential themes. 

Many Jewish holidays have clear connections 
to the cycle of the year as experienced through 
the lens of a largely agricultural people. 

We celebrate the succession of harvests, the 
hoped-for coming of winter rains and summer 
dew, trees beginning to blossom and fruits 
ripening. But most Jewish holidays are also 
linked to historical experiences - the exodus 
from Egypt, the revelation at Mount Sinai, the 
wandering in the wilderness, the Temple’s 
destruction, and the Jewish triumph over 
genocidal enemies.  

And finally, there are observances that are 
largely existential - about life and death, sin and 
forgiveness - historically rooted but connected 
less to a specific event or period than to the 
recurrent needs of humans for awareness of 
our existential condition, for introspection, 

Carl Price

Kevin Lewis, portraying Jesus, reenacts the Last Supper during a dress rehearsal at Seashore Community Church of the 
Nazarene in Erma April 14. The church will bring Ruth Elaine Schram’s “The Living Last Supper” to life April 18-19 at 7 
p.m. See more photos at capemaycountyherald.com    


