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County Continues to Show Support for Coast Guard
By CASEY MCBRIDE

COURT HOUSE - Year after year, the commu-
nity members of Cape May County show their 
support for the Coast Guard. 

They pick up the bill for recruits in line at 
Coffee Tyme, as a “thank you” for their service. 
They attend the Coast Guard Community Festival, 
hosted by the Cape May County Coast Guard 
Community Foundation each May, to further 
connect with the Coast Guard personnel and 
their families. 

They host recruits during the holidays when 
they are away from their families at basic training, 
as part of Operation Fireside, but things look a 
little different in 2020.

Although the community members of Cape 
May County have always supported, welcomed, 
and honored Coast Guard families, the connection 
between the community and the Coast Guard 
strengthens each year. 

When the county was officially designated a 
Coast Guard Community, in 2015, signs were 

placed at the entrances into each municipality to 
make visitors aware that we are “A Proud Coast 
Guard Community.”

With this new designation came the annual 
event, the Coast Guard Community Festival, to 
explain to visitors the importance of Coast Guard 
missions, promoting the Coast Guard cause. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the festival 
was canceled earlier this year, but that didn’t stop 
the community from supporting the Coast Guard 
during this difficult time.
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CG Community Festival Cancellation
After months of planning by the Coast Guard 

Community Foundation, local business partners, 
and community volunteers, the annual highly an-
ticipated festival was canceled due to COVID-19. 

The festival is the foundation’s premier pro-
gram, created, in 2015, to celebrate the designa-
tion of Cape May County as a proud Coast Guard 
Community. What started as a single day of events 
soon evolved into a weeklong celebration, until 
this year.
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Nursing Homes Allow Visitors Again
Facilities Must Follow State Guidelines 

to Reduce COVID-19 Risk

By KAREN KNIGHT

COURT HOUSE - Residents at area nursing homes, 
assisted living residences, dementia care homes, pediatric 
transitional care homes, and comprehensive personal care 
homes are receiving visitors, once again, three months 
after being closed to outsiders as a precautionary measure 
against COVID-19. 

However, where they are visited, and how, are different 
under what is fast becoming a new normal.

As of June 21, Gov. Phil Murphy lifted restrictions on 
visitors at the facilities, and the state Department of Health 
(DOH) issued a number of guidelines facilities must follow 
to reduce risks: https://bit.ly/330E5RF.

Visitors must also sign a consent form, indicating they are 
aware of the possible dangers of COVID-19 exposure, they 

will comply with the facility’s policies during the visit, and 
will notify the facility if they test positive for the virus, or 
have symptoms within 14 days of visiting.

“Most families are very understanding and appreciate that 
everyone has the best interest of the residents at heart,” 
said Jennifer Hess, administrator, Crest Haven Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center. “We understand that it has to be very 
hard for family members to not have that one-on-one contact 
or physical touch with their loved ones.”

Crest Haven staff has two areas set up in the front of the 
building, as the new regulations currently allow only outdoor 
visiting. Any family member or friend may visit with the 
resident’s approval. Anyone who is diagnosed or exhibiting 
symptoms is not permitted to visit.

Residents and their visitors must be health-screened by 
staff before a visit can take place. According to the new DOH 
guidelines, all parties must wear face masks and remain 6 
feet apart.

Black Lives Matter Marchers Come to Cape May
By BILL BARLOW

CAPE MAY – About 100 people marched along 
the Cape May Promenade July 25, the latest in a 
series of events decrying racial injustice.

Led by county resident Crystal Hutchinson, 
with a bullhorn, the crowd chanted “Black Lives 
Matter” and other phrases, and called out the 
names of Black Americans killed by police officers.

The march began in front of Convention Hall, 
in the early evening, and headed to the Cove, a 
section of beach at the far west of the city. There, 
the participants gathered in a circle to hear several 
speakers, who called for continued action against 
racism, followed by a walk to the water’s edge, 
where flowers were thrown into the waves. 
Organizers said that was in remembrance of the 
lives lost to systemic racism.

Several participants gathered, in a circle, in the 
water, also in a memorial gesture.

By the end of the event, it was getting near 
sundown, a popular time for the Cove, which 
offers dramatic views across the water to the Cape 
May Lighthouse in the distance.

Several people were on blankets or surfing in 

the water when the march arrived at the beach. 
Some turned to listen to the speakers, while many 
continued to enjoy the sunshine.

The speakers mentioned George Floyd, whose 
death while in police handcuffs on a Minneapolis 
street, in May, sparked outrage and demonstra-
tions across the nation and around the world, 
including several in Cape May County. Derek 
Chauvin, the white police officer seen in a video 
kneeling on Floyd’s neck for close to nine minutes, 
was charged with murder.

Many march participants see Floyd’s death as a 
part of a pattern of police violence and disregard 
for Black lives.

Speakers also raised the ongoing protests in 
Portland, Oregon, and elsewhere, and the con-
troversial federal response in that city, as well as 
the contentious rallying cry calling for defunding 
police.

“Defunding the police isn’t as scary as a lot of 
people think that it is,” said Hutchinson. “De-
funding the police just means reallocating funds 
to different areas.”

Bill Barlow
About 100 people marched the promenade and gathered at the Cove, in Cape May, July 
25, chanting Black Lives Matter and calling for an end to racial injustice. It was the latest 
in a series of events, in Cape May County, part of a larger national movement that has seen 
demonstrations around the nation this summer.  

Crest Haven Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
Alretta Trout, 93, visits with her granddaughter, Ginger Eckert, at Crest 
Haven Nursing and Rehabilitation Center July 20, after nursing homes 
re-opened their doors to outside visitors. COVID-19 safety and health 
measures dictate how and when visits can occur.  

Read More About the Coast Guard on Page A19


