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Out and About
By PATRICIA HALL

WILDWOOD CREST – “Out and About” is 
not where I have been. I’m “In and Cloistered” 
sounds more descriptive of how I have spent my 
days since March 15, when quarantine began 
for certain.  

Since then, I haven’t gone to the skin doctor, 
Bible study, to my surprise 75th birthday party, to 
the grocery store, to visit our children, to church, 
to the cleaners, to the paint store, to redeem a 
spa gift certificate, to shop, to the book club, and 
the list goes on.

I have painted a table red, a fence white, 
written letters, cleaned the pantry, read about a 
million books, talked to family and friends, started 
a sewing project, cleaned house and worked a lot.

All of those things but one took place within 
the walls of our house. Those walls are blue, 
white, yellow, sand, green and so on. I like most 
of those walls, but not enough to wish for more 
time inspecting them.

And so on March 27 I got behind the wheel 
of my trusty car and explored a little beyond my 
walking range. 

Whoa, what did I find but things are humming 

out there. Motel owners are fixing up for the 
season, gardeners are cleaning up their yards, 
and construction workers are continuing their 
building. I saw home improvement projects, many 
dog walkers, bike riders, strollers, skate boarders 
and baby strollers. 

On the other hand, I drove by many of our 
favorite restaurants with handwritten ‘closed’ 
signs. Most of them referred to the Covid-19 
virus. 

Churches had signs of reminders to pray for 
one another, as we can’t gather in a building; 
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Training Center Prepares for COVID-19
Boot Camp Continues, Families and 
Friends Scrapped from Graduation

By KAREN KNIGHT

CAPE MAY - While the nation confronts 
COVID-19, the U.S. Coast Guard continues to 
perform critical missions, including training of its 
recruits at its training facilities, including Coast 
Guard Training Center Cape May. However, op-
erations are not without added safety measures 
intended to protect its staff and recruits.

According to Chief Warrant Officer Timothy 
Tamargo, public affairs officer, Coast Guard 
Training Center Cape May, the last company of 
recruits, with 78, arrived March 17. The next 
company is scheduled to arrive April 7, but that 
can change, depending on how the COVID-19 
situation changes.

As of March 27, no one at the facility has tested 
positive for COVID-19, Tamargo said. The base is 
open for essential Coast Guard operations, support 
of those operations, and its recruit training mis-
sion. Those not considered essential have been 
instructed to stay home.

“Recruits in transit to Cape May undergo an 
advanced screening for symptoms at a Military 
Entrance Processing Station (MEPS) prior to arriv-
al at Cape May,” Tamargo said. “MEPS increased 

OC, SIC 
Respond to 
Pandemic

Visitors Social Distance in 

Quiet Shore Towns

By BILL BARLOW

OCEAN CITY – In most years, the sight of 
bicycle riders and visitors on the boardwalk on 
a sunny, late March afternoon would not seem 
particularly unusual.

However, in this most unusual spring, with 
public spaces from Tokyo to Times Square stand-
ing empty, as more people around the world seek 
social distance, the sight of even sparse crowds on 
the boardwalk seemed almost unsettling.

Rutgers Study: County Needs Hospital Beds 
By VINCE CONTI

CAMDEN - The Sen. Walter Rand Institute for 
Public Affairs, at Rutgers University-Camden, 
released a research brief, projecting a need for 
between 1,270 and 3,249 Cape May County 
hospital beds to accommodate COVID-19 infected 
individuals at the peak of the health crisis. 

The county has 242 beds, according to the 
study.

Produced in cooperation with the Rutgers 
Center for Computational and Integrative Biolo-
gy and New Jersey Health Initiatives, the study 

compares hospital beds available in eight South 
Jersey counties with the potential spread of the 
COVID-19 virus, based on models developed 
from data of the experiences in China and Italy. 
The study claims to represent “one set of possible 
outcomes, given our current knowledge about 
the disease.”

The research is also aimed at showing the po-
tential impact that social distancing policies and 
practices can have on the projected need for hos-
pital care. In doing so, the study describes three 
scenarios of social distancing practices labeled 
minimal, moderate and aggressive. The impact 

on the need for hospital beds is then calculated 
under each scenario.

According to the Rutgers research, social dis-
tancing practices will determine both the curve’s 
height at the point of peak infections and the time 
frame when the county would likely see that peak. 
No scenario considered in the study looks good, 
except in a relative sense.

The projection for the need of hospital beds, 
even under the best-case scenario, which has 
county residents practicing aggressive social dis-
tancing policies, calls for four times the hospital 
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Bay Drive is a popular place for Lower 
Township for walkers March 26, as schools 
were closed and businesses shut down in 
response to the COVID-19 crisis.

Al Campbell

North Main Street in the county seat is usually lined with vehicles, but not many traveled Route 9 March 26 as many worked remotely and 
others stayed home in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic.

U.S. Coast Guard  Photo

Commanding Officer of Coast Guard Training Center Cape May, Capt. Sarah “Kathy” Felger, 
left, addresses recruits about to graduate and enter the sea service’s duty stations.


