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Boat Sales Ride Crest of Wave
By KAREN KNIGHT

COURT HOUSE – Boat 
sales seem to be on the 
upswing this year, according 
to a variety of dealers across 
the county.

In fact, one dealer in Court 
House said, “This year has 
been one of the best in 15 
years, if not the best.”

His sentiments were 
echoed by other Cape May 
County boat dealers random-
ly contacted, who credited 
the turn-around to resur-
gence in the economy, peo-
ple having more disposable 
income and a reduction in 
the boat sales tax for what 
they are seeing as a “good 
year” after multiple years 
trying to keep their business 
afloat. 

Court House dealer Rob 
Haines, who has worked in 
the industry for 20 years and 
became an owner of a deal-
ership that specializes in out-
board motors four years ago, 
said he’s seen an increase in 
sales since former Gov. Chris 
Christie cut the sales tax on 
boats in half, to 3.5 percent, 

Departments Taken, Byron Sues
By RACHEL ROGISH

WILDWOOD  “It’s obvious 
that my colleagues took away 
my departments because of my 
strong and vocal opposition to 
the runaway spending in our 
city,” Commissioner Peter Byron 
wrote in a recent release. In it, 
he explained his decision to file 
a complaint against Mayor Ernie 
Troiano, Commissioner Anthony 
Leonetti, and City Administrator 
Christopher Fox. 

Filed as a civil action suit, the 
complaint alleges that Troiano, 
Leonetti, and Fox stripped several 
of the city’s departments, includ-
ing redevelopment, economic 
development, and beach services, 
and overseeing the Office of Ad-
ministrator. 

Byron later told the Herald he 
believes his offices were removed 
for political reasons. 

On May 29, during a special 
meeting regarding the contended 

2018 city budget, a res-
olution was presented 
on the agenda, autho-
rizing “realignment of 
various offices” from the 
Revenue and Finance 
Department, headed by 
Byron. 

Throughout the meet-
ing, Byron repeated-
ly asked Troiano and 
Leonetti why that step 
was taken. 

In relation to the budget, Troia-
no said he had “gotten no indica-
tion of cuts from anybody” in order 
to help ease the tax increase. 

“We need this money now,” 
Leonetti said.

Byron replied by saying the 
other commissioners “have over-
stepped their authority.” 

Troiano claims several of the 
departments were initially under 
him in past years. Byron told 
the Herald June 29 that Troiano 
“took” the departments from him 

once before and then, 
during an executive 
session, he regained 
possession of them.

On May 29 Byron 
said that Troiano “lives 
in the past and has an 
excuse for everything.” 

Troiano countered by 
saying that Byron “bad-
mouths him to no end.” 

The Office of Admin-
istrator is under the Department 
of Public Safety, under Troiano. 

Troiano told the Herald that 
ideas for improving the city and its 
events belong to the “BLT” team, 
not just to Byron. 

According to Byron, losing “the 
Beach Services Department was 
the harshest blow” and will impact 
the city’s economics. 

“Working with the business 
community,” Byron wrote, “we 
have elevated numerous beach 
amenities and generated a lot of 
revenue. It’s disturbing to see that 

progress stalled.”
According to a recent Atlantic 

City Press story, Byron was quoted 
as saying he expects to bring in at 
least $100,000 in revenue this 
summer from beach parking. He 
said that could help replenish the 
surplus.

According to Byron, only $700 
remains in the city’s surplus. 

The lawsuit demands that By-
ron’s departments be returned 
and “the defendants (Troiano, 
Leonetti, and Fox) provide the 
court with a full disclosure of their 
deliberations that lead to their de-
cision removing the departments.” 

A September preliminary hear-
ing will be held in the Superior 
Court of Cape May County. 

Troiano said he could not com-
ment on the lawsuit due to pend-
ing litigation. Alain Leibman of Fox 
Rothschild will represent Troiano, 
Leonetti, and Fox “for an amount 
not to exceed $25,000.00.” That 
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Middle Will Review Its Government Form
By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE – Republican Middle Town-
ship Committee member Timothy Donohue 
inserted a resolution in the township agenda 
Aug. 6 that called for a non-binding ballot 
question to test voter interest in a review of 
the municipality’s form of government.

Democratic Deputy Mayor Jeffrey DeVico 
added a discussion of that proposed resolu-
tion to the agenda of the work session which 
preceded the regular meeting of the governing 
body.

The two became unlikely allies in a sep-
arate and new resolution which passed at 
the regular meeting 2-1 with Mayor Michael 
Clark dissenting. That resolution pledged the 
governing body to the establishment of an 
advisory committee to engage in a study of the 

adequacy of the present form of government 
and the options for change.

With all details on composition, specific 
charge and guidelines for its operation yet to 
be determined, the resolution is an open-end-
ed commitment meant only to seal the deal 
between DeVico and Donohue. The resolution 
states that the committee would be formed 
within 30 days.

The municipality is under the township form 
of government with a three-member committee 
elected at large in partisan elections.

Each member serves for a three-year term. 
Staggered elections guarantee that someone 
on the committee is going before the voters 
annually.

The mayor is selected by the three-member 
committee which means that the office is 
always in the hands of a member of the party 

that controls the committee.
A large replica of the township seal hangs 

behind the dais where the committee sits. It 
clearly indicts that the township was incorpo-
rated in 1798. No change in the form of gov-
ernment has taken place in the municipality’s 
220-year history as an incorporated entity.

Argument for Change
Those advocating change argued that the 

township has long outgrown the practicality 
of a three-member committee.

The largest municipality in the county at 
over 72 square miles, Middle Township has a 
diverse and well-dispersed population. 

A number of residents argued that large 
areas of the town are not represented on the 
governing body. They pointed to the fact that 
the current three members of the committee all 
live in Court House with no representation on 

the body from any other areas in the south of 
the township, along the bayside, or in specific 
historical communities.

The fact that the committee so seldom moves 
its meetings to other areas of the township in-
hibits participation, some argue, increasing the 
Court House-centric nature of the government.

Those seeing a need for changes argue that 
three individuals cannot keep up effectively 
with municipal business and don’t have the 
opportunity to understand what is important 
in many of the sub-communities across the 
township.

A frequently-cited objection to the status 
quo was the cumbersome nature of intra-com-
mittee discussions because state Sunshine Law 
limits situations where a quorum of members 
discusses issues outside of an open meeting.
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in 2016. Until that legislation, New Jersey 
had the highest sales tax on boats of any 
state along the Atlantic Coast. The sales 
tax is capped at $20,000, which applies 
to yachts sold for more than $571,000.

People Spending More
“People were buying in other states than 

New Jersey before the sales tax changed,” 
Haines said. “Our sales reflect the econo-
my and people are spending a little more 
because the economy is doing better.

“The boat market is good,” Haines said, 
“and sales are up.”  

Because interest rates are lower, Haines 

said people who might have been looking 
for a 19- or 20-foot boat are buying some-
thing larger. “Since the sales tax was cut in 
half and the economy is doing better, sales 
are up,” he added.

Haines’ boats range from a basic 16-
foot outboard at $12,000 to higher-end 

models that range from 
$25,000-$350,000. Most 
buyers looking for a 23 - 26-
foot outboard for fishing or 
family fun are “blue-collar 
workers” while the high-
er-end buyers are “probably 
white collar, doing better” 
financially he said.

His “typical” buyers are 
mostly 45 - 65-years-old. 
“We’re not seeing the mil-
lennials buying outboards,” 
Haines said. “Our buyers 
are dads with teenagers or 
older parents whose kids are 
through college, and they 
don’t have those payments 
anymore.” 

Ninety percent are from 
the metro-Philadelphia area, 
including upper Delaware, 
New Jersey, and Pennsyl-
vania.

“Buying the boat is the 
cheap part, it’s the main-
tenance that can drive up 
costs,” he noted. “We don’t 
see people trading in their 
boats like some people trade 
in cars, and leasing is not an 
option yet: perhaps in the 
future for younger buyers. In 


