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Addressing the Crisis
Town Hall Highlights 
Impacts of Opioids 

By CARL PRICE

CAPE MAY – Brian Leach took his first shot of heroin at 8-years-old, 
a year after he started drinking alcohol and smoking pot. By age 12, he 
was incarcerated, first in juvenile detention, then jail, and finally the 

penitentiary, a pattern that would continue for 25 years. 
Now, he is in long-term recovery and a husband, father, and busi-

nessman.
His story was part of the Oct. 2 Knock Out Opioid Abuse Town 

Hall, sponsored by the Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jersey and 
The Horizon Foundation of New Jersey.

His story is shocking, but not unusual, as the opioid epidemic touches 
towns large and small, according to a panel of experts at the town hall.

Cape May Mayor Clarence Lear welcomed the attendees at Cape May 
Convention Hall, emphasizing how opioid addiction touches everyone.
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Wrecking Ball Missed 1729 House

“Grants often supplement the budget 
to fund programs that we might not 
otherwise be able to do.” 

– Diane Wieland, director, county Department of Tourism

By CARL PRICE

When the Nathaniel Foster House (circa 1729) on Bayshore 
Road in Villas faced demolition, the Cape May County His-
torical Society sold the property to the county Open Space 
program, which then leased the property to Lower Township 
for preservation purposes. 

Thanks to grant money ($235,000) from the county and 
state, the house will be conserved.

The house also received a $15,000 Garden State Historic 

Preservation Trust Fund Historic Site Management Grant in 
2012, helping fund the preparation of a National Register 
nomination and conditions assessment.

Grants can come in amounts from thousands to millions of 
dollars, but all are vital to getting things done for governments, 
organizations, and non-profits. 

Most grants sought by local government organizations come 
from government sources, however, there are private founda-
tion grants available to entities like arts and humanities groups. 

Getting back as much of the tax dollars sent to the county, 
state and federal governments as possible takes 
a savvy fiduciary officer.

Colleen Crippen, assistant treasurer for Low-
er Township, applies for county Open Space 
program grants for the municipality and assists 
the engineer and hired private consultants with 
other grants.
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More Options for Public Safety Building Presented
By VINCE CONTI

CAPE MAY - Cape May City Council saw 
a 107-slide presentation (http://bit.ly/PSB-
Presentation) on the proposed public safety 
building (PSB).  

Although there appears to be a broad consen-
sus that the current facilities that house the po-
lice and fire departments are unacceptable and 

impede operational effectiveness and efficiency, 
disagreements exist over the cost of replacing 
those facilities, the wisdom of combining the 
public safety functions into one complex, and 
the process used to arrive at the conceptual 
plans for the new building.

The four-hour council meeting, almost 
exclusively devoted to the PSB presentation, 
witnessed a push by the city’s public safety 

officials for urgent action on the current plans, 
along with a public comment period in which 
most of the speakers called for greater public 
involvement, while voicing concerns about the 
planned location for the complex.

The Committee
The advisory committee began its report to 

council with a retrospective of its two years of 

work since council appointed the group in Au-
gust 2017. Over that period, almost all public 
comment at meetings praised the dedication 
and work ethic of the committee, even while 
some went on to criticize council for not taking 
a direct role in managing the process.

The council has been split along the same 
lines, with Council members Zack Mullock and 
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Van Drew: Impeachment Would Divide Nation
By ERIN LEDWON

RIO GRANDE – U.S. Rep. Jeff Van Drew 
(D-2nd) was sworn in Jan. 3, during a govern-
ment shutdown, “and from that point on, it’s 
been, in all essence, a rocky road.”

The freshman congressman, during a Sept. 
30 meeting with the Herald and Cape Issues 
members, said, “It’s not one of the quieter 
times in history. It’s a time where there’s a 
tremendous amount of challenge.”

He said that as a freshman congressman, he 
was told that he was not going to get much 
done, and that he was going to have to sit there 
for a while and watch what’s going on. “That’s 
just not my nature,” said Van Drew. “It’s never 
been my nature.”

Against Impeachment
Van Drew made national headlines for his 

stance against impeaching President Donald 
Trump. 

He said Trump “has the ability to engender 
some of the strongest feelings of any individ-
ual human being I’ve ever met in my life. It’s 
extraordinary and exceptional on how upset 
people can get, and I understand, but at the 
same time, my job is not to say I like or dislike 
a president.”

He said he read the Mueller report, and there 
were things in the report “that we would all 
disagree with or find distasteful. Do they really 
reach the bar of treason? I don’t believe so.”

Van Drew said he didn’t believe there was 
evidence needed for impeachment. He also said 

it would divide the country.
“I just don’t believe this rose to the level of 

literally impeaching him and removing him, and 
it will split the country, I guarantee that. We 
literally could have civil unrest. It isn’t worth it. 
Let it happen the natural way,” he said.

He also said that impeachment proceedings 
would halt attempts to get things done. “No-
body’s going to work with anybody,” said Van 
Drew. “Do you think the president is going to 
want to sign bills when you’re impeaching him? 
He’s going to be too busy defending himself. 
Do you think the Senate is going to want to? 
They’re not. 

“I want to be proud of the country and 
be able to say that the Congress I served in 
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Carl Price

Cape May County was awarded $3 million by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce’s Economic Development Administration 
toward the Tech Village at the Cape May County Airport. 

Provided

The Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jersey and The Horizon Foundation for New Jersey held a Knock Out Opioid Abuse Town 
Hall in Cape May Oct. 2. 

Grant Dollars at Work


