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COVID-19	Cases	In	Cape	May	County	–	April	20,	2020	
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Source	:	Cape	May	County	Department	of	Health	April	20	Release.	
FiXeen	reported	deaths:	two	in	Upper	Township,	one	in	Dennis	
Township,	one	in	Woodbine	Borough	and	11	in	Lower	Township	

Public Health, 
Economic Impact 

Remain Top Concerns

By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - After a month focusing on 
the battle with the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic, questions about reopening the local 
economy have dominated discussions in the 
past week.

When Gov. Phil Murphy issued his stay-
at-home order March 21, Cape May County 
had three confirmed cases of the virus. The 
outbreak in the state’s north led to aggressive 
social distancing measures, including closing 
businesses and banning non-essential travel 
before the virus had a significant foothold in 
the southern counties.

A Swerve Flattening the Curve?
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‘Stay Away,’ for Now

PR Takes Backseat to Public Health
By SHAY RODDY

COURT HOUSE - The countdown to Memorial 
Day Weekend is in the homestretch, but the ques-
tion of what the traditional summer kickoff will 
look like remains unanswered. 

The county is attempting to navigate a health cri-
sis while being mindful of a public relations night-
mare, brought on by telling 47% of homeowners 
– the percentage made up of second homes - that 
they aren’t welcome on their properties right now. 

With short term rentals currently banned, most 
of the county’s beaches and attractions closed, and 
county leaders defying their deep-rooted instincts 
to promote tourism, asking instead for people to 
stay away, countless questions linger about when 
and if there will be a tourism season in the year of 

a global pandemic.
“The PR (public relations) be damned. I don’t 

know what else to say,” said Freeholder Director 
Gerald Thornton, one of the earliest and 
strongest voices to come out against an 
influx of vacation homeowners heading 
to their beach houses. “There’s only 
one overriding factor. That’s the health 
of the residents and visitors of Cape 
May County.” 

“There is no other factor,” he said, in 
an interview with the Herald, about his 
thought process. “I can’t make decisions, 
particularly in this type of situation, and concern 
myself with the PR. I just have to do what I think 
is necessary, and, as an elected official, I’m re-
sponsible for the health, safety and welfare of the 

people I represent.”
Could the initial message have been delivered 

more delicately to prevent the online war be-
tween locals and their second-homeowning 

neighbors?
“I don’t know,” said Diane Wieland, 

the county’s marketing director. “I don’t 
know how much more delicate it would 
be than we’re asking you not to come 
based on the fact we need to quarantine 

and the social distancing.”
Wieland added that 25% of the county’s 

residents are 65 or older. There is only one 
small hospital in the county.

Soon after Thornton took his strong position, 
local mayors followed suit. Other counties on the 
Jersey Shore did the same, and Gov. Phil Murphy 

announced that anyone who was not a full-time 
resident shouldn’t be at the shore. Thornton also 
got the support of the business community.

“It was very difficult for the chamber to endorse 
that message, and we did, absolutely,” said Vicki 
Clark, president, Cape May County Chamber of 
Commerce. “Because we had to think about what 
was in the best interest of Cape May County with 
the limited resources available.” 

Still, angry calls came in. Thornton said, by 
some, his position was misunderstood.

“I think by some of the second home owners 
because, I know, they have contacted me and were 
not happy with that opinion,” he said.  “They said, 
‘I’m a taxpayer, I deserve to go there.’ Well, you 
don’t deserve to be reckless and irresponsible, 

Animal Adoptions Affected by COVID-19
By KAREN KNIGHT

COURT HOUSE - Although the county Animal 
Shelter and Adoption Center is closed to the pub-
lic due to COVID-19, volunteers are still walking 
dogs, staffs are still caring for about 200 animals 
and people are still interested in adopting pets.

While adoptions are taking place in new ways 
due to social distancing and other “new” ways of 
conducting business, the shelter manager is more 
concerned about “kitten season” and what will 
happen after the pandemic because animals have 
not been spayed or neutered.

“It’s kitties and pitties,” said Judith Da-
vies-Dunhour, shelter manager, when asked 
about challenges amidst today’s pandemic rules. 
“We’re coming upon kitty season. Mom is preg-

nant with a litter, those kitties are born and in 
a couple of months, we’ll have all those kittens 
around, unfixed.

“In Cape May County, we run a cat clinic every 
Thursday to spay or neuter cats,” she explained. 
“We have an aggressive program, which we aren’t 
able to do right now.

“In New Jersey, any pit bull that is aggressive 
can be spayed or neutered for free,” she added. 
“We work with a behavior specialist who can 
help make adoptions successful by working with 
your dog(s). All of these things have been stopped 
now. The shelter has been closed to the public.”

Typically, the number of animals at the shelter 
during February and March is low, Davies-Dun-
hour said, and the approximate 200 housed there 
are being taken care of by staff and volunteers.

No staff has been laid off, working seven days 
a week to socialize and handle the pets’ medical 
and other needs.

Volunteers arrive by car and visit the dog runs 
outside for runs and socializing, never entering 
the building, she added.

“Adoptions are a bit of a challenge when you 
need to stay at least six feet apart,” the shelter 
manager said. “With dogs, it’s a little easier be-
cause you can see the dog in their runs, and the 
staff can stand 10 feet away.”

Pets available for adoption are posted on pet-
finder.com. If someone is interested in adopting 
a pet, Davies-Dunhour said they must fill out an 
application that is reviewed by the staff.

Chief: Most Cooperate with Emergency Orders
By BILL BARLOW

COURT HOUSE - Youngsters are home from school, 
but playgrounds stand empty. Fences and barricades 
block beach access in most of Cape May County’s shore 
communities and the state parks are closed, all part of 
the extraordinary steps aimed at limiting the spread of 
COVID-19.

Declared a pandemic by the World Health Organization 
in early March, the virus has killed thousands and sickened 
far more around the world, while the emergency measures 
put in place to fight it has disrupted countless lives.

Most residents are obeying Gov. Phil Murphy’s emer-
gency orders, according to Middle Township Police Chief 
Christopher Leusner.

Most Cooperate
“For the most part, we’re getting really good cooper-

ation,” said Leusner, who also heads up the Cape May 
County Chiefs of Police Association. He said he’s heard 
similar reports from other municipalities.

Compliance has not been perfect, he said, but for the 
most part, people seem aware of the seriousness of the 
situation and are willing to follow the emergency orders, 
which have included closing non-essential businesses, 
limiting travel and prohibiting gatherings of more than 
10 people.

“Usually we get compliance by just having a conversation 
and educating folks,” Leusner said.

Murphy declared a state of emergency through Executive 
Order 103, March 9, and since then has issued a series 
of emergency orders aimed at increasing social distance. 

Cases Grow
At the time of the order, there were 11 presumed posi-

tive cases statewide, with 24 more potential cases spread 

across several counties.
Since then, the total positive cases have 

climbed sharply, with more than 75,000 people 
testing positive throughout the state and thou-
sands of deaths blamed on the disease, including 
some in Cape May County.

Around the state, summonses have been issued 
over violations of the executive order, including 
for loud, crowded parties, for non-essential 
businesses remaining open and for deliberately 
coughing on officers, trying to infect them with 
the virus.

Typically, summonses are reserved for the most 
extreme cases, Leusner said, usually issued as a 
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Photos from petfinder.com
Baloo is a Pekingese and Poodle mix adult 
available at the county Animal Shelter. Adop-
tions can still take place during this pandemic, 
although arrangements are handled differently.


