
Vol. 55 No. 4                                                                      January 27, 2021January 27, 2021                 Copyright 2021 Seawave Corp. All rights reserved.              Published every Wednesday.
1508 Route 47, Rio Grande, NJ 08242

The Herald is now available 
for purchase inside select local stores.

This new, paid in-store service 
supplements our traditional, 

free distribution.
Your purchases/donations help support 
local journalism. See article below for 

more information. Thank you!
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Party-switching Congressman 
Welcomes ‘Duly Elected’ Biden

By BILL BARLOW

WASHINGTON - A member of Congress from 
the State of Washington Jan. 6, 2017, rose to 
object to the certification of the Electoral Col-

lege vote, finding fault 
with the vote in Geor-
gia, despite there being 
no chance of the effort 
changing the election 
results. 

“It is over,” said Joe 
Biden, then vice pres-
ident of the U.S., as 
reported by CNN. 

The U.S. House of 
Representatives was en-

gaged in the routine constitutional process of 
tallying the vote of the Electoral College. Several 
Democrats sought to derail the process, only to get 
a gavel from Biden. In all, 11 House Democrats 
objected to certifying the election. 

Multiple Democrats argued that evidence 
of Russian interference in the election process 
irrevocably tainted the results. 

The tables were turned Jan. 6, 2021, when 
multiple Republicans challenged the 2020 elec-
tion results, with Vice President Mike Pence 
presiding. This time, 147 Republicans voted 
against accepting the election results, including 
eight senators. Among them was U.S. Rep. Jeff 
Van Drew (R-2nd), who made national news as a 
freshman representative when he switched from 
Democrat to Republican. 

“Over the last few months, tens of millions of 
Americans have raised legitimate questions and 
concerns about the manner in which we conduct 
our elections,” wrote Van Drew, in a piece post-
ed to the conservative website savejersey.com 
Dec. 30, 2020 (http://bit.ly/39geo2b). In it, he 
argued that Democrats’ challenges to President 
Donald Trump’s election in 2016, and George W. 
Bush’s election before it, were based on far less 
than, what he described as, the “serious unan-
swered questions,” and did not result in calls for 
members of Congress to be expelled for treason, 
as he said happened to him. 

“Regardless of for whom you voted or whether 
or not you believe the issues being raised would 
have ultimately changed the outcome of the 
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Patience Urged 
Amid Covid 

Vaccine Rollout
By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - The Cape May County Cham-
ber of Commerce ran a webinar Jan. 22 that tried 
to dispel some of the confusion surrounding the 
Covid vaccination effort.

In many ways, the webinar succeeded, but dis-
pelling the uncertainty does not mean the public 
got the answers they wanted. County officials, 
more than once, called for continued patience.

County Commissioners Leonard Desiderio and 
Will Morey, co-chairs of the county Recovery Task 
Force, Michael Donohue, the county’s Covid liai-
son, Kevin Lare, acting county administrator, and 
Kevin Thomas, county public health coordinator, 
took turns trying to explain a process that suffers 
from logistical problems, along with being seri-
ously undersupplied with the vaccine. 

The greatest impediments to a more robust vac-
cination program lay outside the county’s control.

Desiderio made clear that the Board of County 
Commissioners is committed to a goal of vacci-
nating “as many people as we can by Memorial 
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An email that tells an individual to 

make an appointment does not 

guarantee an appointment… If 

there is not a dose available 

when someone tries to make an 

appointment, the attempt at an 

appointment will fail. 
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Local Officers Assist with 
Inauguration Day Security

By KAREN KNIGHT

WASHINGTON - Inauguration Day Jan. 20 was 
a day Americans saw many firsts, including the 
first time several police officers from Wildwood 
Police Department were part of the security team 
protecting the event. It was the second time 
Middle Township Police Department participated.

Six officers from each department traveled to 
the Capitol to help Washington’s Metropolitan 
Police Department secure the presidential mo-
torcade route. 

According to one officer, who was part of 
the police detail at the 2017 inauguration and 
this year’s event, the riots at the Capitol Jan. 6 
“changed everything. The level of security was 
truly a sight to see.” 

“This year was very different from the last 
inauguration. It had a very different feel to it,” 
said Sgt. Brian Murphy, Middle Township Police 
Department. “There was no crowd along the 
motorcade route; last time, it was a parade route 
with lots of people. Security was significantly dif-
ferent, with more than 25,000 troops and police 
officers there.

By SHAY RODDY

WILDWOOD – Below 26 acres of overgrown, 
uneven bayfront land, full of broken glass, junk, 
and city equipment, sits years of the city’s trash. 
On top of it, is a potential gold mine - what could 
become some of the most valuable real estate in 
Wildwood. 

Perhaps the largest undeveloped bayfront land 
left on a New Jersey barrier island, a former landfill 
in Wildwood has long been a point of political 
controversy in the city, which stalled the site’s 
development for years. That may be changing.

Now, it is being offered as a blank canvas to all 
interested builders, who can propose any type of 
development, with any layout they think best suits 
the land, between Baker and Spicer avenues, west 
of Susquehanna Avenue. 

“We’re very open-minded. We just want to 
see what’s the best opportunity,” said Wildwood 
Mayor Peter Byron, in an interview, adding any 
combination or type of commercial or residential 
use would be considered. 

“The bid, if you want to call it a bid, would 
really be their idea, their vision. That is what 
they’re going to sell us on,” he added.

Byron mentioned residential, restaurants or 
other commercial uses, marinas, or any combina-
tion thereof as potential considerations. 

Back Bay Landfill Development Progresses

    Courtesy City of Wildwood Police Department Facebook

Members of the Wildwood Police Department were in Washington for the Jan. 20 inaugura-
tion, assisting Washington’s Metropolitan Police Department with event security. It was the 
first time the department participated in the event.

   Shay Roddy

Wildwood Mayor Peter Byron, right, and Richard Harron Sr., public works director, stand on 
bayfront land, between Baker and Spicer avenues, west of Susquehanna Avenue, that used 
to be a landfill.

Your $1 Helps 
Herald Deliver More

RIO GRANDE – In cooperation with select local 
stores, the Herald is seeking the support of our 
loyal readers to help fund our journalism activities. 
Your $1 purchase or donation helps strengthen the 
Herald just when local journalism is needed the 
most, but when our local advertisers are suffering 
greatly too.

As it has for over 50 years, advertising supports 
most of our print newspaper circulation, but as our 
advertisers struggle in these Covid-challenged 
times, so does the Herald.  This means less 
income to support the significant cost of reporting 
the news, printing and delivering papers each 
week. Meanwhile, demand for the Herald is 
stronger than ever.  Less money to serve more 
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VAN DREW


