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The Herald is now available 
for purchase inside select local stores.

This new, paid in-store service 
supplements our traditional, 

free distribution.
Your purchases/donations help support 

local journalism. Thank you!

What’s
THIS?

Dear Reader, 
You may have noticed the Herald web-

site requires readers to subscribe again for cer-
tain content. At the beginning of the pandemic, 
to support the widest possible access to health 
information, we stopped requiring subscrip-
tions to view our content. For over a year and 
a half now, we pursued our vision of informing 
and connecting our community through local 
journalism without that support. The truth 
is, though, vibrant local journalism and the 
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By TONY MONZO

Over the past several weeks, we have heard a 
lot about critical race theory (CRT), but most peo-
ple who live in Cape May County do not believe 
it exists in our schools. So, I recently attended the 
Lower Township School Board meetings to learn 
more about it and to get some answers. What I 
learned is that it does exist in Cape May County, 
but I was limited to four minutes to make com-
ments and got none of my questions answered. I, 
therefore, decided to write a two-part commentary 
to delve into this topic, so that the readers know 
how dangerous CRT is, and to explain why we 
should be outraged over the fact that our school 
boards are allowing it to happen. 

According to Wikipedia, the basic tenets of CRT 
are that racism and disparate racial outcomes are 
the result of complex, changing, and often subtle 
social and institutional dynamics, rather than 
explicit and intentional prejudices in individuals. 
In other words, racism is systemic, and the evi-
dence is in the disparity of outcome. So, the way 

Op-ed

Critical Race Theory in Public Schools
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion – A Trojan Horse

to combat this social injustice is 
to alter the outcome. 

With that in mind, earlier this 
year, New Jersey adopted a law 
which requires all school dis-
tricts to include instructions that 
highlight and promote diversity, 
including economic diversity, 
equity, inclusion, tolerance, and 
belonging in connection with 
gender and sexual orientation, 
race and ethnicity, disabilities, 
and religious tolerance. It goes 
on to require that students in 
grades K-12 examine the impact 
that unconscious bias and economic 
disparities have at both an individual level and on 
society, as a whole.

Although the superintendent said that they 
would not be teaching CRT, the board said they 
would be providing instructions consistent with 

this new law. The problem is 
that this new law is CRT.

The words “diversity, eq-
uity and inclusion” all seem 
noble, and most people see 
no problem with them.  But, 
if you dig deeper, you will see 
that these words are a trojan 
horse for CRT and a culmina-
tion of a decades-long effort 
by the radical left to bring 
Marxism into our nation, and 
what better place to start than 
with the indoctrination of our 
children. 
Most people got complacent 

in thinking that the fall of the Berlin Wall, in 
1989, and the collapse of the Soviet Union settled 
the matter once and for all in favor of liberty and 
capitalism over the bondage of communism. But it 
wasn’t that easy, and over the past three decades, 
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By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - The 2021 budget cycle was one char-
acterized by delay, confusion over how federal funds could 
be used, and coming to grips with the harm done by the 
pandemic. 

One way to compare the county municipal budgets is by 
looking at the local purpose tax rate.

Across the county’s 16 municipalities, four - Avalon, Cape 
May, Dennis Township, and Woodbine - held the line and 
adopted budgets that called for no tax increase. 

Two others - Sea Isle City and Wildwood Crest - adopted 
rates that increased by under 1%. 

Three others – Lower Township, Middle Township, and 
Wildwood - kept their increase to under 2%. 

Three municipalities - North Wildwood, Ocean City 
and West Cape May - exceeded the 2% increase line, but 
remained below 5%. 

Two - Cape May Point and West Wildwood - were at or 
just above 5%.

That leaves two communities - Upper Township, which 
has the lowest rate among mainland communities, and 

Stone Harbor, which had the highest tax-rate hike of all the 
municipalities in 2021.

Comparing budget size is not informative since at least 
five of the 16 municipalities do not use self-financing utili-
ties for activities, like sewer and water or beach tasks. This 
makes the general fund budget larger than those that do.

One needs to consider the communities separately.

Mainland Municipalities
Upper Township has a unique budget structure due, in 

large part, to the $6 million-plus the municipality receives 
each year because it hosts the B.L. England generating 
station. 

The money comes in the form of energy receipts collected 
by the state from public utilities in the towns and passed 
to the municipalities by euphemistically calling it state aid. 
For now, the money is still flowing, despite the plant being 
decommissioned.

Upper lost almost $500,000 of its surplus funds in the 
2020 pandemic year. 

The municipality has a budget of $15.5 million, with no 
utilities. Its tax rate reflects the fact that the budget only 
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By KAREN KNIGHT

COURT HOUSE - Cape May County’s Fare 
Free Transportation is changing how it operates 
in response to complaints from clients using the 
new Uber-like system that went into effect April 1.

As of Aug. 23, riders will need to reserve their 
trip three days ahead, reverting to the system  
previously in place. The night before the ride, 
patrons will need to call the service to find out 
what time they will be picked up.

Riders in the Wildwoods will continue to have 
same-day service, as the Fare Free Transportation 
Department “corrects the issues to get the system 
working properly,” according to Director Daniel 
Mulraney.

“It was a painful lesson, but our intentions 
were good,” he said about the system that uses 
Uber’s technology to schedule routes and pickups 
(https://bit.ly/2Vvmujg).

“We realize there are issues,” he continued. 
“We see the Spout Offs (https://bit.ly/3jubZ7K), 
and our call takers know how upset people are. 
We have to do something to fix the problems and 
restore people’s confidence in us.”

Mulraney said they will take the next two 
weeks to let everyone know the system is re-
turning to the old way, although he expects some 

Complaints Prompt Changes to Fare Free Transportation

crossover with clients who may not realize they 
need a reservation three days ahead of time.

“The department will try to accommodate 
any day-of requests, as they change processes,” 
he said.

“We will then map out the routes and be more 
certain our clients get the trips they need,” he 
continued.

Riders in the Wildwoods who want a ride 
within those four communities can still use the 
on-demand, day-of service. If they want to travel 
outside one of those communities, they will need 
a reservation.

“We will keep this pilot going, so we can fix 
the issue,” Mulraney said. “We have not given up. 
We believe in this on-demand service, and want 
to fix the issues, so we can keep this important 
service running.”

As the service takes a “step back,” Mulraney 
said their goal is to get “our clients what they 
need. We don’t want people upset; we want peo-
ple to be happy because this service is so needed 
by our clients.”

Riders like Jeanne-Marie Mellor, of Court 
House, and Gerri Guilmartin, of Cape May, were 
among those who complained about waiting 

hours for pickup, distracted drivers, and a “broken 
system.”

Calling herself a “long-time user” of Fare Free 
Transportation, Mellor, 64, no longer drives. She 
depends on the transportation to go shopping, visit 
friends, and get to medical appointments.

“I have waited for one and a half to two hours 
for a ride,” she said. “You have people in their 80s 
and 90s struggling to use a cell phone that now 
have to go through another traumatic effort using 
an app or calling for a ride and waiting long times. 

“Drivers are getting notified of pickups while 
they are driving, which is distracting because they 
are reading a screen. I think this new system is 
causing unsafe practices and is very broken.”

Guilmartin, 78, said she has also waited for 
more than an hour to be picked up, adding that 
“routes aren’t in synch, so sometimes the drop-off 
doesn’t make sense” in how the driver got there.

“Nobody is happy with this new system,” she 
said.

Mulraney admitted that the system is “not 
operating as efficiently as they wanted” after four 
months, so they met with Uber officials Aug. 5 
to discuss options. Uber provides the routing 
software used by the county-employed drivers and 

county-owned buses.
“However, it’s difficult to schedule when 

you have 14 passengers in a bus with two in 
wheelchairs all going to different places,” he 
said, addressing the challenges. “We thought 
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