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County Reacts to Trump’s Visit
By SHAY RODDY

WILDWOOD - What would normally be a quiet, peaceful late 
January Tuesday in Wildwood, will be an historic day, as the beach 
town readies to welcome President Donald Trump Jan. 28.

This is the first time a sitting American president has visited 
Wildwood, and the first time Cape May County has played host 
since 1891, when President Benjamin Harrison visited Cape May, 
said Wildwood Mayor Peter Byron, in an interview with the Herald. 

“I couldn’t have choreographed it any better,” Byron said of his 
first month on the job. 

Trump announced his plans Jan. 6 to come to the Wildwoods 
Convention Center for a rally, following up on a promise he made to 
U.S. Rep. Jeff Van Drew (R-2nd), who recently joined the Republican 
Party, and pledged “undying support” to Trump after voting against 
impeaching the president, per media reports. 

Trump promised Van Drew that he would visit the congressman’s 
Second Congressional District, which includes Cape May County. 

Byron learned Trump was coming Jan. 6 in a call from someone 
who had spoken with event organizers, he said. 

The county was abuzz late Monday and Tuesday (Jan. 6-7), as 
word spread of the visit. One grocery worker said, “He’s coming, 
did you hear?” to a customer while bagging groceries in Court 
House. At convenience stores and water coolers across the area 
Jan. 7, the conversation centered around one subject. 

Tickets for the event, offered free on Trump’s website, were 
available as of Jan. 10, though it is unclear if having a ticket would 
guarantee entry into the event.

“The Convention Center seats 7,500 people, and you could 
easily have 25,000 people here in town, so not everyone that’s 
got a ticket is going to get into the Convention Center, at least in 

Shay Roddy

President Donald Trump plans to host a rally at 7 
p.m. at the Wildwoods Convention Center Jan. 28.
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What Does MLK Day Mean to 
County’s Black Residents?

By TAYLOR HENRY

WILDWOOD - Jan. 20, 2020 marks the 34th Martin Luther King Jr. Day in 
the nation’s history. Since 1986, this national holiday has been observed on 
the third Monday of January rather than on King’s birthday, Jan. 15, because 
of the Uniform Monday Holiday Act. 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was a minister and activist at the forefront of the 
civil rights movement. He organized peaceful protests against white supremacy, 
poverty, and war, and was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. In 1958, 
at the height of the movement, King delivered a speech during a conference 
in Cape May (http://bit.ly/2tUzvEZ).

King was 39 years old when he was assassinated April 4, 1968, in Mem-
phis, Tenn. 

The Herald asked black youths and adults from Cape May County what 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day means to them. 

MLK Day Means ‘Everything’
Gerald Saunders, of Wildwood, was born in 1968, the year of King’s as-

sassination. He said he learned about King from his parents, whom he said 
experienced segregation firsthand. 

“My parents went through stuff I had to learn about later,” Saunders said. He 
credited King and other civil rights leaders for combating the discrimination 
faced by his parents. 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day means “everything” to Saunders, he said.

King ‘was a Godsend’
Alonyha Shepard, 34, of Wildwood, called King a “godsend.” 
“He died so I could walk down the street and not have to get on the grass” 

if a white person was walking the same sidewalk, she said.
Shepard was holding the hand of her daughter, Alonyha Jr., 6, who wore 

rainbow roller skates. 

Tech Programs Teach Sustainability
By BILL BARLOW

CREST HAVEN – The deadline for the annual holiday door decorating 
contest was closing fast on a December afternoon, as Nancy Wheeler Driscoll 
shepherded a reporter through the classrooms of Cape May County Technical 
High School.

The elaborate decorations reflected the work happening in each room, 
along with the creativity of the students.

Wheeler Driscoll is the director of curriculum and instruction for Cape 
Tech, and a part-time tour guide. There was a lot to cover.

Sustainability issues are built into the district curriculum, according to 
Nancy Hudanich, district superintendent. In part, this is because the district 
staff and leadership are dedicated to protecting the environment, she said, 
but it’s also for the students.

Clean energy, environmental protection and the efficient use of resources 
will be increasingly important in the future, she said. She also made a similar 
point to what several others have said as part of this series – the practical 
application of topics helps students learn and understand how concepts and 
approaches can be applied in the real world, and can also help them retain 
what they’ve learned.

During a whirlwind tour of the school’s classrooms, students connected 
their lessons to sustainability and the environment. Students learn about 
solar energy and high-efficiency heating and air conditioning systems. The 
culinary students compost their scraps, while science students work on new 
methods to measure erosion and sea-level changes in the wetlands.
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Taylor Henry

Marion Mills and Kaliah S. reflect on how the Civil 
Rights Act influenced their lives as students Jan. 11.

Taylor Henry

Alonyha Shepard Sr. and Jr. reflect on the meaning 
of Martin Luther King Jr. Day, in Wildwood, Jan. 11.

Bill Barlow

Destiny Corso, a 12th grader, from Wildwood Crest, chops 
vegetables as part of culinary class at Cape May County 
Technical High School. The scraps go into a compost bucket, 
which, in turn, feeds worms that feed the fish in the school 
aquaculture program. 
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