
Vol. 53 No. 4                                                                    January 23, 2019                 Copyright 2019 Seawave Corp. All rights reserved.              Published every Wednesday.
1508 Route 47, Rio Grande, NJ 08242

Provide Homes For Homeless?
By CARL PRICE

RIO GRANDE – Daniel McDonald is a 
Tampa, Fla. police officer who was given 
a mandate by his boss in 2012 to attack 
the vast homeless problem in his area. He 
was given no budget and no help. Since 
that time, the program he implemented 
has cut homelessness by 50 percent.

McDonald told members at a public 
meeting at Rio Grande Fire Hall Jan. 16 

that the answer he discovered to the 
problem of homelessness was to provide 
them homes. He delivered the same 
message earlier in the day to a meeting of 
public officials and workers who provide 
services to the homeless. Both were host-
ed by Cape Assist, in collaboration with 
freeholders, Cape May County Chiefs 
of Police Association and the Cape May 
County Prosecutor’s Office.

“I was tasked with finding an answer 

to the problem, not to address the symp-
toms. The answer is to get them housing 
first and address any other issues after 
that,” McDonald said.

McDonald offered a five-step program 
for ending homelessness.

First Step
“First is prevention. Keep people out of 

the homelessness cycle. I had one person 
who had left home because she had an 
argument with her sister. She had only 

been out on the street for a day or two. 
We went to her sister’s home and they 
settled their differences and the woman 
moved back in,” said McDonald.

Other Steps
Other steps include outreach, going 

out and contacting the homeless and 
assessing their needs; emergency shelter, 
with low-barrier access to permanent 
housing; rapid rehousing, which may 
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Back on Track for 1913 Trolley
By TAYLOR HENRY

WILDWOOD - In 1994, one of Wildwood’s original 
electric trolleys was stored in a former electrical plant on 
New Jersey and Spencer avenues where it awaited enough 
donations to fund its restoration.

At the time, Five Mile Beach Trolley No. 20 would 
have cost about $100,000 to restore, according to Al 
Brannen of the Wildwoods Historical Trolley Restoration, 
Inc. The number of donations the nonprofit received did 
not reach that goal.

“It’s hard enough to get $100 from the locals, let alone 
($100,000),” Brannen said. 

The dilapidated 1913 trolley sat for over two decades 
in the brick building owned by Atlantic City Electric 
(ACE). But in October 2018, the trolley restoration proj-
ect received a letter from ACE terminating their lease 
by early 2019.

“Atlantic City Electric is in the process of either selling 
the building or tearing it down,” Brannen said. “It was 

the original steam-generating plant to make electricity to 
run the trolleys.”

Brannen, as well as Benjamin Lauriello and Joseph 
Salerno - the trolley’s owners and members of the Trolley 
Restoration project - needed to find a place for the trolley 
to go to save it from possible destruction.

“We offered it to (Historic) Cold Spring Village and a 
couple other museums in the state,” Brannen said. “But it 
was too much of a project (for those museums) to take on.”

Next, the members contacted the Liberty Historic 
Railway (LHRy) in Berkeley Heights, a nonprofit funded 
by donations which preserves trains, buses, trolleys, and 
other artifacts of New Jersey transportation history. In the 
past few months, LHRy acquired an Atlantic City trolley 
and a Trenton trolley and plans to restore them.

William McKelvey, chairman, LHRy, had followed the 
Trolley Restoration project from the beginning. After 
inspecting the trolley this past November, he met with 
LHRy’s board of directors who agreed to fund the trolley’s 
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When Did Cape May 
Become Cape May?

By VINCE CONTI

CAPE MAY - The Cape May City 
seal proclaims the city’s year of incor-
poration as 1857. 

Residents and visitors to the resort 
can see that date everywhere. It’s 
on the city’s website, on the podium 
used at meetings of the governing 
body, on city stationery and on the 
city’s flag. 

What city officials and the public 
learned at a Jan. 15 meeting of City 
Council was that the date is wrong.

Over a year ago, city resident John 
Bailey brought the potential error 
to the city’s attention after reading 
a 1937 history of Cape May. Bailey 
also contacted Laurie Boyd-Thomas, 
the County Records and Archives 
Clerk. The records’ exploration that 
followed is what led to the recent 
presentation.

It seems that one can select any 
number of dates for the city’s incor-
poration, but the one date that has no 
known legitimacy is 1857.

What Boyd-Thomas and the city’s 
Deputy Clerk Erin Burke discovered 
was that the city was first incorpo-
rated in 1848 when it left Lower 
Township. That year, made famous 
when James Marshall discovered 
gold at Sutter’s Mill, setting off the 
California Gold Rush, the new entity 
became Cape Island Borough. The in-
corporation was approved on March 

8 of that year by the state Legislature. 
Unlike the modern definition 

of a borough, this one came with 
distinctly early English titles for 
government officials. James McCray 
was designated chief burgess until 
an election could be held. Thomas 
H. Hughes held the title of high con-
stable. Britannica notes that the high 
constable in England was responsible 
for suppressing riots and violent 
crimes and for calling out the militia 
when necessary.

Within three years, Cape May was 
again incorporated, this time as the 
City of Cape Island, Feb. 28, 1851. 
This marked the first time Cape May 
was designated a city. 

The metes and bounds of the 
incorporation defined the city as 
“beginning at the point in the At-
lantic Ocean opposite the mouth of 
cold spring inlet, as far southerly as 
the jurisdiction of the state extends, 
until opposite an inlet between Cape 
Island and the light house; thence, 
following the several courses of said 
inlet or creek until its junction with 
Cape Island creek; thence, following 
the several courses of said inlet or 
creek, down the main channel to the 
place of the beginning.”

The Laws of New Jersey in 1869 
record yet another incorporation 
which changed the city name for 
the first time to the City of Cape 
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Cape Issues Analyzes Cost Savings from 
Potential School District Mergers

By JOE MCDEVITT of Cape Issues

As reported by Vince Conti in the Sept. 5, 
2018 edition of the Herald, “On Aug. 9, the 
New Jersey Economic and Fiscal Policy Work-
group released its report, Path to Progress. 

“A part of that report dealt with recom-
mendations for school system regionalization, 
proposing that school districts across the state 
be regionalized through the merger of school 
systems into new K-12 regional districts.” 

The goal of school district regionalization, 
per the report, is to reduce property taxes in 
New Jersey. To this end, Cape Issues analyzed 
the effect this would have on school district 
assessments in each of the Cape May County 
municipalities.

Excluding the specialized high schools run 
by the county, there are four regional high 
schools in Cape May County. The schools could 
be consolidated into one countywide district, 
or into several districts. 

If they were merged into several districts, 
it seems reasonable that all municipal school 
districts would be merged into a new regional 

district, which would also include the high 
school to which the municipalities send their 
students. Thus, there would be four new re-
gional districts:

• Ocean City Area School District
- Ocean City
- Sea Isle City
- Upper Township

• Middle Cape May County 
      Area School District

- Avalon
- Dennis Township
- Middle Township
- Stone Harbor 
- Woodbine

• Lower Cape May County 
     Area School District

- Cape May City
- Cape May Point
- Lower Township
- West Cape May

• Wildwood Area School District
- North Wildwood
- Wildwood
- Wildwood Crest

The administrative positions could be re-
duced as follows: 

• Ocean City Area - five of nine positions for 
a cost savings of 2 percent

• Middle Area - nine of 13 positions for a 
cost savings of 4.5 percent

• Lower Area - eight of 12 positions for a 
cost savings of 3.9 percent

• Wildwood Area - six of nine positions for 
a cost savings of 4.8 percent

Once a budget is prepared and the necessary 
regional tax levy is calculated, there is a very 
critical question as to how the tax levy should 
be allocated to the towns. 

New Jersey law stipulates that the regions’ 
tax levies may be allocated based on 1) each 
towns’ Equalized Valuations (the sum of all 
tax assessments in a municipality, adjusted 
for changes with respect to the relationship 
between actual sales prices and assessments); 
2) the number of pupils in each town; or 3) a 
combination of both. 

As you can see in Exhibit 1, an allocation 
based on the number of pupils results in a 
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An early photo of Wildwood Trolley No. 20, left, was provided by Al Brannen. The photo on the right, 
provided by Liberty Historic Railway, shows Wildwood Trolley No. 20 before it was braced by Venezia 
Bulk Transport in January 2019. The trolley is expected to be shipped to Iowa in March to be restored.


