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New Cases 7-Day Moving Average

New COVID-19 Cases by Day By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - April 27: After a week where 
the growth rate in the county’s COVID-19 cases 
slowed, a spike in the past week has brought the 
case total to 302, a growth of 37%.  

Although the number of individuals who have 
recovered sufficiently to be moved off quarantine 
has also increased, the rise in new cases drove the 
active case numbers up by a third, leaving the county 
with 190 active cases.

The numbers also leave some county residents 
with justified anxiety concerning plans for a gradual 
reopening after over a month of near lockdown 
conditions.

The growth rate of cases in the state has slowed, 
and hospitalizations in the past week declined for six 
consecutive days. Gov. Phil Murphy has produced 
a six-point plan to gradually ease lockdown restric-
tions, a plan he calls “The Road Back.”

The plan gives no specific dates, but it calls for 
tying any reopening to a sustained reduction in 

‘The Road Back’ Introduced as County’s Cases Rise 37%  

Business 
Owners Prepare 

for a Punch
Government loans 

slow to arrive
By SHAY RODDY

WILDWOOD – It was projected to be a banner 
year for tourism in the Wildwoods. Now, many 
businesses are worried lost profits would make it 
difficult to survive.

The inaugural air show over the beaches, sched-
uled for the first weekend in June, and a massive 
three-day country music festival scheduled later 
that month, were supposed to jump-start what 
could have been a record season. The air show 
is canceled, and the music festival is postponed. 
However, like anything else scheduled for June in 
New Jersey, its fate is uncertain.

With each passing weekend, some supplemen-
tal spring business is being lost. When things will 
kick off is anybody’s guess.

“I am optimistic, but not Memorial Day. I’m 
thinking Fourth of July,” said Diane Wieland, Cape 
May County’s director of marketing and public 
information officer.

Hotels and Motels 
Hotel and motel owners are taking phone calls 

and issuing refunds, but one job they aren’t doing 
is booking rooms.

“Right now, at this point, we have probably 
refunded over $40,000,” said Jimmy Johnson, 
owner of the Imperial 500, in Wildwood Crest.

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce released a 
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The “Non-Essential” Church, Who Decides?
By VINCE CONTI

RIO GRANDE - Pastor Jeff McLeod’s Rio Grande 
Bible Church faced a looming decision. The pastor 
and the congregation wanted to hold a drive-in 
worship service on Sunday.  Middle Township 
Police, acting in accordance with  Governor Mur-
phy’s Executive Order banning public gatherings 
of 10 or more, said the church service would 
violate the law.

On Saturday, just before the service, McLeod 
said it would not be held. He said he wanted to 
give his attorney from the Christian Law Associa-
tion time to complete filings with the court seek-
ing to overturn the ban preventing such services. 

“We will be holding services, just not this 
week,” McLeod said. 

The conflict of perceived constitutional pro-
tection for religious worship and the boundaries 
of executive orders meant to protect the public 
health is playing out across the country.

McLeod says he held a drive-in service on 
April 19 and all went well. “We had about 27 
cars, spaced and on angles from each other,” 
McLeod added. He said the cars were parked and 
angled in such a way that everyone was 10 feet 
or more apart. He also said those in attendance 
wore masks and were required to stay in their 
cars with window cracked only an inch to allow 
audio from the speakers.

For McLeod this was a way to worship God 
and still maintain social distancing so necessary 
to the protection of his flock. “I have many elderly 
people in the congregation,” he said. “I would 
never want to endanger them.”

McLeod is not someone who believes the 
dangers from COVID-19 are overstated.  “This 
virus is real,” he said repeatedly.

Following that service, McLeod heard from 
the township police. He said he was told that 
the gathering was a violation of the Governor’s 
order and if he persisted in having the service, 
he and those who participate could be subject to 
fine or arrest.

Boardwalk’s a ‘Good Use of State Money’
Gov. Murphy Visits Wildwood to Assess Storm Damage

By SHAY RODDY

WILDWOOD - Gov. Phil Murphy surveyed a section of the Wildwood 
Boardwalk April 21, where a recent storm caused severe damage to the city’s 
biggest tourist attraction.

After spending the morning touring a pop-up hospital at the Atlantic City 
Convention Center, Murphy was joined in Wildwood by Mayor Peter Byron 
and Sen. Michael Testa (R-1st) at 11 a.m. U.S. Rep. Jeff Van Drew (R-2nd) was 
originally joining Murphy’s visit; however, he was unable to attend due to a 
last minute conflict.

What Murphy saw appeared to surprise him. Full sections of the boardwalk, 
benches and railings still intact, overturned on other sections of the boardwalk. 

In several places, loose boards, with exposed nails and metal railings, littered 
the tram path. The scene was largely untouched since the damage occurred 
April 13.

“Was there a particular reason right here? Was it a little burst or twister?” 
Murphy asked Byron, as the two walked the boards. “Golly.”

Byron noted that most of the damage, estimated at $400,000, will be covered 

Shay Roddy
While wearing medical masks and practicing social distanc-
ing, Gov. Phil Murphy, left, toured storm damage on the Wild-
woods Boardwalk with Wildwood Mayor Peter Byron, right. 

COVID-19 Hits County’s Long-term Healthcare Facilities
By KAREN KNIGHT

COURT HOUSE - According to state Depart-
ment of Health data released April 27, four 
long-term care facilities operated by Genesis 
HealthCare in the county have reported 69 cases 
of COVID-19 among their staff and residents. 
Fourteen residents have died at one of these 
facilities.

The Autumn Lake Healthcare at Oceanview 
long-term care facility also reported 22 positive 
COVID-19 cases.

According to the state report, and confirmed by 
Genesis HealthCare, their Court House Center, 
on Magnolia Drive, has had four residents test 
positive. At North Cape Center, on Town Bank 
Road, nine residents and one employee tested 
positive. At Victoria Commons, on Town Bank 

Road, one resident tested positive.  
“Our Victoria Manor facility has had 30 resi-

dents who tested positive for COVID-19 and 24 
employees with positive tests,” said Lori Mayer, a 
spokesperson for Genesis. “Our thoughts go out to 
those impacted by COVID-19 during this difficult 
time, especially the 14 residents who have passed 
away with COVID-19 at Victoria Manor.”

“We have many patients in recovery,” she 
noted, without providing specifics.

The Autumn Lake Healthcare at Oceanview 
administrator declined to answer any further 
questions about the confirmed cases, referring to 
the state’s dashboard for information. 

State officials reversed their earlier resistance 
to name the facilities where residents have tested 
positive for the virus and published a list of 425 
long-term care facilities April 20. This was the 

result of hearing concerns that families were 
notified about COVID-19 cases where family 
members resided. 

Also, the governor opened an investigation into 
nursing home deaths across the state, after offi-
cials discovered 17 bodies piled into a makeshift 
morgue and more than 100 residents infected 
with COVID-19 at one facility. Facilities now are 
being inspected by the Department of Health. 

The facilities are now part of the governor’s 
daily COVID-19 dashboard, covid19.nj.gov.

The five long-term care facilities were the only 
ones listed in the report from Cape May County. 

According to Mayer, the spokeswoman for 
Genesis, “We have been extremely stringent on 
visitation restrictions, use of personal protective 
equipment and many other precautions at our 
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