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Theater Will Return to Rio Grande
RIO GRANDE - Tractor Supply, a family entertainment venue operated 

by the owners of the Harbor Square Theater in Stone Harbor, a new vet-
erans Community-Based Outpatient Clinic, and numerous government 
offices highlighted the plans for the “County Commons” in Rio Grande – a 
site that formerly accommodated the Kmart and Frank Theaters. 

Watch video at http://bit.ly/33ja1xd.
According to a county release, the project was presented by County 

Counsel Jeffrey Lindsay during the freeholders’ meeting Oct. 8.
The presentation detailed how the project came together, the renova-

tions being completed, and the tenants added since the county purchased 
the complex.

The process started approximately two years ago. After a search of the 
county for suitable locations for some of its offices, the county agreed to 
a lease-to-purchase agreement for a portion of the former Kmart.

The county subsequently learned that the previous owner of the prop-
erty fell into bankruptcy and that the county had the opportunity to bid 
on the property at a bankruptcy auction.

Bidding at the auction started at $4.6 million and the county ultimately 
prevailed with a final bid of $5.75 million for a property appraised at 
$10.4 million.

“When county counsel told me we could buy the property and the 
financial terms would be more favorable than our lease-to-purchase 
agreement, the board decided we had to move on it,” stated Freeholder 
Director Gerald Thornton. “This is going to be a major revitalization 
project in Rio Grande that will attract other businesses and employment 
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Sunset Boulevard Plans Presented
By JENNIFER KOPP

WEST CAPE MAY – The preliminary road 
presentation profile of the Sunset Boulevard 
Improvement Project, a county project, held 
by NV5, outlined the proposed details for 
upgrading Sunset Beach in Lower Township to 
Broadway (CR626) in West Cape May.

NV5 is a company providing engineering/
consulting services and specialists with offices 
nationwide and abroad, with a concentration 
on environmental issues. 

Drew Markewicz, director of Highways and 
Utilities, NV5, from Parsippany, led the Oct. 
3 meeting at West Cape May’s Borough Hall, 
with a schematic proposal of improvements for 
Sunset Boulevard.

Markewicz addressed the issue of flooding, a 
major concern to those who attended. He said 
plans include repaving the road using a porous 
material, which would help flooding issues, 
and though some upkeep would be necessary, 
the material used would drain into pipes in-
stalled 18 inches under the pavement, which 
Markewicz said could help reduce flooding 
from 50% to 75%. 

Also in the plans are segments of boardwalks 
for pedestrians – from Sunset Beach to Broad-

way, with crosswalks. The schematic included 
lighting on the boardwalks, which would be 
lit from dawn to dusk, preserving residents’ 
privacy, with the lighting rising 1 foot from 

the railings.
He said on and off-road shared-use paths, 

including widened bike paths and improved 
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Hotel Protests Continue
By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - With its single entrance 
and exit off of a Garden State Parkway (GSP) 
access road, a small community of 18 mid-
dle-class homes sits unseen behind groves of 
mature trees. 

Bordered on the east by wetlands, and pro-
tected by a rural conservation zoning designa-
tion, the homeowners felt shielded from new 
development until 2015, when many found 
themselves engaged in a struggle to defeat 
plans for the development of a service mart 
and gas station complex on an adjacent piece 
of property.

In 2019, many of the homeowners find 
themselves resisting the proposed construction 
of a four-story, 101-room Hampton Inn on the 
site that once could’ve housed a service mart.

Service Mart
The site, located at 414 GSP, is 4.6 acres, 

with over 600 feet of GSP frontage accessed by 
a two-way road off of Stone Harbor Boulevard, 
whose main purpose is to serve as an entrance 

north at Exit 10 of the GSP.
Until earlier this year, the property was 

owned by Louis J. Delosso. It was Delosso who 
sought the zoning variances for the property 
in 2015 to support a new GSP rest stop with a 
convenience store and gas station.  

When Delosso made his request to the 
township Zoning Board, the property housed a 
professional office complex for the Design Col-

laborative Architects and Planners. This was a 
time when the construction of the overpass for 
the GSP brought an access road along the front 
of Delosso’s property. For Delosso, opportunity 
beckoned.

Before the Zoning Board, Delosso argued that 
the property met all the zoning requirements for 
the use variance he sought. He also maintained 
that his plan offered an adequate buffer for the 

adjacent residential community to the north. 
Many residents of that community disagreed.

During a three-hour meeting, Delosso as-
serted his rights under the law to the zoning 
variance. Neighbors, unwilling to wait for public 
hearings regarding a future site plan submission, 
sought to end the project before it gained trac-
tion. In a way, they succeeded.

A 4-to-3 vote in favor of granting the variance 
was one vote shy of the five votes required. Even 
with a majority of the votes in favor, Delosso 
lost his bid, hinting at the close of the meeting 
that he might seek a judicial ruling to enforce 
his rights.

Delosso’s arguments prevailed in court. The 
litigation overturned the Zoning Board defeat 
and granted him the use variances he sought. 

Many of the nearby homeowners hardly 
noticed the court’s action. Seemingly safe from 
what they considered intrusive development 
that would negatively impact their quality of 
life, the residents enjoyed the tranquility of their 

oasis on the eastside of the GSP.
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Jennifer Kopp

Drew Markewicz, director of Highways and Utilities, NV5, left, explains the preliminary 
plans for the proposed improvements for Sunset Boulevard to residents attending the 
Oct. 3 meeting at West Cape May Borough Hall.
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