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1918 - Centenarians - 2018
Leona Betz, Margaret Mace 

School Luminary
By JUSTIN CATANOSO

WILDWOOD CREST – Leona Catanoso Betz, 
will join a rare club Oct. 13, 2018. She will 
turn 100 years old. 

According to the family, Betz was born in 
Philadelphia to immigrants from southern Italy, 
Carmelo Catanoso and Caterina Foti. She was 
the fourth of their nine children and moved 
with her family to 18th Street and New York 
Avenue in North Wildwood in the late 1920s. 

Her father opened the first Italian-American 
grocery store on Five Mile Island, and her 
family lived above the store. She worked there 
as a girl, as did her siblings. 

A lot of history is made in a century, and 
Betz entered the world at a historic time. In 
1918, Germany was surrendering as World 
War I ended. Woodrow Wilson was president. 
U.S. women would not get the right to vote for 
another two years. 

Transportation 
was mostly horse 
and  buggy.  But 
Henry Ford’s Mod-
el T was gaining in 
popularity, even in 
the Wildwoods, she 
recalled. The U.S. 
Postal Service initi-
ated air mail in the 
year she was born. 

She was just 9 
years  o ld when 
Charles Lindbergh 
completed the first 
solo trans-Atlantic flight. The Great Depression 
took hold of the country and her family in 
1929, when she was 11. 

Betz suffered through World War II with 
her mother and sisters Bessie, Elizabeth, and 

Anne Corson, Middle Twp 

High’s Cafeteria Manager
By AL CAMPBELL

BURLEIGH – Anne Corson celebrated her 
100th birthday Sept. 4 at her home in Burleigh. 

Corson was born in Camden, according 
to George Corson, her son with whom she 
resides. Her parents lived in Sea Isle City and 
a railroad connected the resort with Camden 
where a hospital was located. 

“Most folks from the Ocean View, Sea Isle 
City, and South Seaville area rode the train to 
the hospital,” he said. 

Corson’s family remained in Sea Isle City 
until she was 5 or 6 years old. Her grandmother 
owned a hotel in the resort on the beach. 

They relocated to Ocean View where Corson 
spent her school years. Corson graduated with 
the Class of 1936 from Middle Township High 
School. 

For many years after graduation, she worked 
at the Bellevue Hotel in Court House for the 

Douglass family.
In time she be-

came the manager 
of the Middle Town-
ship High School 
cafeteria, a job she 
held until retire-
ment in the early 
1980s, her son said. 

In retirement, 
Corson enjoyed dai-
ly walks around the 
county seat as well 
as knitting and cro-
cheting. She won 
several awards for her handwork of quilts and 
comforters from “Vogue Knitting” magazine. 

She married Henry “Bud” Corson. The 
couple had three children, George Corson, 
Elizabeth Mossbrooks who resides in Florida, 
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Fewer Cape May B&Bs
By VINCE CONTI

CAPE MAY – Victorian Cape May faces a 
crisis with its historical bed-and-breakfast inns. 

That was the message delivered to City Council Oct. 
2 by representatives of the Historic Accommodation 
B&B Association. 
The message started with some numbers that grabbed 

the attention of listeners. 
“The B&Bs in Cape May have decreased steadily over the 
past 20 years going from almost 70 in 1997 to 25 in 2018,” 

said Bonnie Compton speaking for the association.
Those inns feature quaint accommodations along 
with breakfasts for guests, hence the term. Some 

also include afternoon tea. 
Compton pointed to multiple inspections 
by city, county and state bodies, along with 

onerous fees and taxes that add almost 14 
percent to the cost of each room. New 

competition has also emerged 
via internet-driven business 

models like Airbnb. 

Speaking of the internet-driven models that match indi-
viduals wishing to make accommodations available with 
travelers, Compton said: “These endeavors are adding to the 
increasing deterioration of the licensed, taxpaying, state and 
city revenue producing B&Bs.” 

As a tourist destination, Cape May has long been associ-
ated with its bed-and-breakfasts. Part of the struggles with 
state fire inspectors had been an attempt to find a balance 
between fire safety regulations and the preservation of his-
toric structures that provide a sense of history on overnight 
stays in the city.

Compton urged the council to see the decline of the B&Bs 
as “an area of great concern to the city.” The association is 
urging that the city intervenes by establishing some form 
of a work group to look at the causes of the decline and 
potential remedies.  

The presentation was not about a set of proposed solutions. 
The association admits that it does not know the answers. 

The call for help was more a plea for the city to get involved 
to find answers that will preserve an aspect of the resort that 
is part of most tourists’ mental map of Cape May.

The group asks that a “leveling of the playing field” would 

become a “priority for the city.”
Perhaps the most powerful part of the pre-

sentation to council was when Compton took 
the time to read the names of 43 B&Bs she said had 
closed their doors in the city. 

One web post by someone trying to book a visit was 
a query of others about why the phones at the Duke of 
Windsor had been disconnected.  

A listing for Poor Richard’s Inn shows the beautiful Victo-
rian building on Jackson Street with the words permanently 
closed in red. 

One web listing for Windward House marks it per-
manently closed and suggested Sea Holly Inn. A click 
on the suggestion once more brought the message 
permanently closed.

Mayor Clarence Lear asked for copies of the 
presentation and the list of B&Bs, saying “This 
is a lot to consider.” 

The city will be considering the request 
that it establish some group to look 
at the plight of the B&Bs.
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LEONA BETZ

Koi Pond Lures Coy Toads
By CARL PRICE

BURLEIGH – It’s rare to see an Eastern 
Spadefoot toad in Cape May County, then 
again, it’s rare to see a Spadefoot toad any-
where, despite their habitat range east of the 
Mississippi River from Florida to New England. 

They are not endangered or even threatened, 
but the elusive toad makes its home under-
ground, using its two spade-shaped rear toes 
to quickly escape the surface.  

When they do breach the surface, it’s usually 
during heavy rains, when most people take 
cover. They use the wet conditions to call to 
mates and to breed.

“They’re pretty common in New Jersey,” 
said Kevin Wilson, supervising animal keeper 
of reptiles at the Cape May County Zoo. “They 
can live underground for months and only 
surface when there is a lot of wet weather. 
Usually people see them when they are doing 
gardening and dig one up, but most people 
don’t know what they are.”

Paul Thompson, of Burleigh, is not afraid of 
a little rain and has seen the 2-to 3-inch gray 
toads with bright yellow eyes several times in 
his yard and breeding in his koi pond.

The first time was 25 years ago, when 
Thompson found the unusual creatures at a 
friend’s house and took them to the Cape May 
County Zoo, where the reptile house curator 
identified them as Eastern Spadefoot toads.

“He had a female and the one I brought there 
was a male. He asked if he could have it, so I 
gave it to him,” Thompson said.

On his own property, Thompson has found 

the toads with the vertically oriented eyes in 
his basement window wells.

“The wells fill up with rainwater pretty 
quickly. I think that is why they choose the 
wells,” he explained.

The nearby koi pond makes the secluded 
property a perfect habitat for Scaphiopus 
holbrookii.

“One night, I counted 16 of them calling out 
for mates,” Thompson said.

Thompson has seen the tadpoles too. Fe-
males can lay up to 2,500 eggs which become 
toads in as few as 28 days, according to the 
University of Georgia, Savannah River Ecology 
Laboratory website.

On the worldatlas.com website, it states 
“Spadefoot toads are an interesting object 
of research because of their unique dietary 
patterns. Tadpoles and adults have their own 
separate food habits. Adult toads usually de-
pend on a carnivorous diet, based primarily on 
invertebrate species including grasshoppers, 
beetles, earthworms, snails, flies, moths, and 
caterpillars. 

“The tadpoles will change their diet source 
according to the existing environmental con-
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ANNE CORSON

(Page A4 Please)

Photo by Carl Price
Paul Thompson holds a spadefoot toad.

 See video at www.capemaycountyherald.
com/multimedia/videos/
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